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Leekes launches NEW discount card 

Shoppers’ delight at superb savings plus fantastic free finance ' 


T t’s great news for all home improvers in 
South Wales this week as local retailer 
Leekes unveiled plans to introduce 
their strongest ever finance offer, plus a 
fantastic new discount card with savings 
of up to 20% ofT ‘finishing touches'. 

'Die lavnilv-uKticd department store* km mu locally 
as the home experts, already oiler fantastic savings on 
a huge range id hi nut me. kitchens, bathrooms and 
ns ire. Rut, fra* a limited time only, there'* nothing to 
pay until 2013, followed by up to a further two years 
of interest free credit* 

And that** not all. Leekes are also kern to reward 
customers with a fantastic new Tinhhing tom lies' 
discount card that dcfivei * savings of up to 20*$ olT 
related pun bases. 

Emma Lcckc sums up rlicir approach “At l.eekes 
wc don't just sell furniture, kitchens, bathrooms and 
eonscrvalnrie* • hut also the paints, tiles, saucepan*, 
towel*, lights and accessories to complete the look; 
and this is the case for every room in the home" 

*Bv offering our new complimentary ’finishing 
touches' discount card, complete with a FREE 
design consultation from our experienced interiors 
specialists, wc hope to turn even more home 
improvement drraim into a reality in 2012.* 

Right now there arc fantastic new additions across 
yout Iim al Leekes si me. mi lulling the kilest trends 
lor spring. Phis, alfordahle finance and the ’finishing 
touches' discount card are available until 28th 
March, subject to conditions and a minimum spend 
of £1000. Ask in note for detail*. 





The new 'finishing touch?** discount card is 
available with furniture . kitchens , bathrooms 
and conservatories and includes a FREE 
interior design consultation. 



BUY NOW PAY 2013 

PLUS up to 2 years Interest Free Credit* 




































| LEEKES KITCHENS) 

All things bright and beautiful 

From gorgeous gloss to country chum, the extensive kitchen collection at Leekes has the essential ingredients 
to suit ex>ery taste and ex*ery junket, xcith unmissable offers fora limited time only. 

Leekes also have this season s hottest picks to complete yotr kitchen look! In bold shades of zesly yellow, hot pink end a co-ordinating stripe, the 
latest m« & match range from Kenwood wil certainly add the perfect finishing touch to your new Leekes kitchen. Order now to spread the cost with 
free finance and eryoy up to 20% off ‘finishing touches' including tiles, paint, lighting, accessories and more. 


save up to. [utensils] 

20Sr 

55ch« 
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[KITCHENS | fact filel 

Order your new kitchen this spring end the designers 
at Leekes will not onfy steer you through the wealth of 
worktop, appliance and cabinet choices - but can also 
provide a complete design planning, inslaA*t<>n and 
project management service. 

■ Over 40 kitchens on display from leadng designers 
including Roipcmkt, Sheraton, Casa. Cueina and 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh 

■ Choose from hundreds of styfes and colours an classic 
and contemporary finishes 

■ Integrated appliances from trusted brands including 
Hotpoint, Neff, Capte, Stoves and Baumatic 

■ Durable yet stylish worktops in granite, sllestono, 
wood, glass, mala and corian 

■ Installation by qualified and professional craftsmen 
if requ ired 


CASA Boston BUck 

Sleek, modern cabinets in 
a black high go w finish 


[SAUCEPANS] 



(CUTLERY) 



I COUNTERTOP 
APPLIANCES) 



BUY NOW PAY 2013 

PLUS up to 2 years Interest Free Credit- 




















Bridgend & Porthcawl 


ABOVE: The Time 
Team come to Kenfig. 
(SEE PAGE 4). 
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FRAZER 

METALS 

WANTED: 

All scrap or unused 
electrical cable 
(household) (armoured) 
(single earth) etc. 
Also wanted: Non-Ferrous 
Metal and Vehicles. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Unit 2, Woodham Road 
No. 2 Dock, Barry CF63 4JE 

01446 732222 
07816 205895 
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Old library 
HQ is sold 
to housing 
association 


THE former Coed Parc 
library HQ at Parc Street, 
Bridgend, has been sold to 
Wales and West Housing 
Association by Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

The site includes a Grade II listed 
main house which has previously 
been used for office accommodation, 
and a large timber extension which 
formerly housed the reference and 
information library. 

It became surplus to the council’s 
requirements following the reloca¬ 
tion of the library headquarters to 
Raven’s Court in Bridgend town 
centre and the transfer of the refer¬ 
ence and information library to Ty’r 
Ardd, Sunnyside. 

The main house at Coed Parc is 


protected by a development frame¬ 
work which sets out sensitive design 
principles that will enable it to be 
restored and repaired while respect¬ 
ing the character and setting of the 
building. 

Anne Hinchey, chief executive of 
WWHA, said: “We were pleased to 
be able to acquire Coed Parc in such 
challenging times for a new residen¬ 
tial development to meet the needs 
of the local community. 

“This initiative is another exam¬ 
ple of the robust and very produc¬ 
tive partnership we have with 
BCBC.” 

Coun Huw David, BCBC cabinet 
member for resources, stated: “I am 
extremely happy that this historic 
old building has passed on to an 
organisation such as Wales and 
West Housing Association.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 17) 



ABOVE: Esther Foster of ESDGC Bridgend presents the Fairtrade flag 
to headteacher Mrs Hurry, Miss Jones and the school council. 

COYCHURCH SCHOOL HOISTS 
THE FAIRTRADE FLAG ALOFT! 


FAIRTRADE fortnight began at 
Coy church Llangrallo Primary 
School in grand style, as they held 
a special assembly to celebrate 
achieving Fairtrade status. 

At the assembly, Miss Jones and the 
pupils discussed how Fairtrade helps fam¬ 
ilies and communities in developing coun¬ 
tries around the world. 


The headteacher, Mrs Hurry, explained 
just how much work the pupils from all 
year groups had done, with the help of 
staff and parents, to provide evidence 
towards achieving their goals. 

Esther Foster, from ESDGC Bridgend, 
congratulated the pupils and staff and 
presented the Fairtrade flag to the mem¬ 
bers of the school’s steering group. 

By achieving Fairtrade status, they 


have become one of 17 schools in 
Bridgend who are making a difference to 
the lives of other children around the 
world. 

Their good work will not stop there; the 
pupils at Coychurch will continue to pro¬ 
mote Fairtrade in as many ways as they 
can in the school and in their community. 

SH 


"■ Award Winning Restaurant 

Miainnan 

1AMGI An ECU I SL M- 


BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 



BIRD SPECIALS 
' 4 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs 5.30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly. 
' £7.95, Children £4.95 


■#geminisUr 


c )Ccwt/, c l^)ccuAlij/ Sc ^amwuf 


) YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE 
normal menu also available) 

WEDNESDAY 
ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm - I I pm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat) 

1 Oil £4.95 Takeaway 
lOm £6.95 Eat in 

March L, 

"MOTHER’S DAY { 

Why not try a change of Menu? 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - I Opm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
- **** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors ! 

s li a 1114 ) a 11.11 ejjl 



» New Gelish Nails! £15 

► False Eyelashes £12 

► Eyelash Tinting £8 

► Acrylics £25 

► Spray Tan (Full Body) £10 

► Full head of foils (including 

cut and blow dry) short from £45 


Late Night Opening Thursday till 8pm 

Unit 9, Kodak Business Centre 
Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW 
Tel. 01656 729091 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 


Man jailed 
after bus 
passenger 
is robbed 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A PASSENGER on 
a bus was “petri¬ 
fied” when he was 
attacked for no 
reason. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court, the man respon¬ 
sible for the incident, 
27-year-old Michael 
Blake, was jailed for a 
total of two years, four 
months. 

Blake, of no fixed 
address, admitted 
charges of robbery, 
breach of a restraining 
order, possessing 
cannabis, and theft. 

Prosecutor David 
Thomas said that last 
December, Blake had 
had a relationship with 
Sarah James, but he had 
been convicted of 
assaulting her and he 
was subject to a 
restraining order not to 
contact her at her 
Pontycymmer home. 

But he went there 
drunk and was told to 


leave. At one point, he 
went into her handbag 
and removed cash and 
her mobile phone. 

Ms James called the 
police and Blake left 
and caught a bus at 
7.50pm. 

On the bus, was a 
youth worker, Robert 
Gilett. Mr Thomas said 
he himself had 
described himself as 
very overweight. 

“Suddenly, he felt a 
blow from behind at the 
back of his head, and 
saw that it had been 
delivered by Blake, who 
subjected him to a 
tirade of abuse concern¬ 
ing his size. 

“Mr Gilett, who was 
also called a grass, was 
petrified.” 

Blake whispered to 
him: “Have you got any 
money,” and was given 
£3. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 17) 



POINT TO POINT 

STEEPLECHASES ON 


Saturday 24th 
March 2012 

Ystradowen - Nr. Cowbridge 


First race 2 pm 

Bring the family to the countryside 
to see six three mile 
steeplechases with superb viewing 
of the racecourse and Vale. 

Car & Driver £10 - Passengers £5 each. 
Children under 16 Free. Pedestrians £5 

For further details telephone The Secretary, Peter 
Thomas on 01446 774310 or 07855 366 902 

Bookmakers 

Licensed Bar Trade Stands 
Refreshments 
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Saint’s Day celebration 
marks Llys Ton’s 
opening at Kenfig Hill 


A SPECIAL St 
David’s Day cele¬ 
bration has been 
held to mark the 
official opening of 
the new £5m Llys 
Ton Extra Care 
facility in Kenfig 
Hill. 

The purpose-built 
complex has been devel¬ 
oped by Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council with Valleys to 
Coast Housing to offer 
39 high-quality one and 
two-bed apartments for 
up to 70 tenants. 

Funded by the coun¬ 
cil, V2C and a Welsh 
Government social 
housing grant, Llys Ton 
is aimed at people aged 
50 and over who wish to 
live independently with¬ 
in a community environ¬ 
ment but also have a 
need for on-site support 
or assistance. 

Care “is flexible as 
tenants’ needs change, 
but always with a strong 
emphasis on choice and 
independence,” a 



Coun Lyn Morgan, BCBC cabinet member for 
wellbeing with new tenant Heather Barker in Llys 
Ton s new garden area. 


spokeswoman said. 

For the first time in 
the county borough, cou¬ 
ples who wish to remain 
living together once one 
partner’s care or health 
needs have changed can 
do so. 

The first tenants 
arrived in January, but 
now the scheme is fully 
operational a special 
piece of Welsh slate art¬ 
work in the form of a 
sleeping dragon has 
been unveiled to cele¬ 
brate the official open- 


Rural grants 
are on offer 


TODAY (March 
15), reach are hold¬ 
ing a ‘drop-in’ ses¬ 
sion at Cornelly 
Community Centre 
from 12.30pm to 
2.30pm to hear 
about your commu¬ 
nity ideas and offer 
advice and support 
to help get projects 
off the ground. 

“Our grants can 
fund small scale capi¬ 
tal projects that con¬ 
serve, upgrade, 
restore and enhance 


keynote buildings and 
landmarks in rural 
Bridgend. The grants 
can also fund 
enhanced gateway 
features to rural com¬ 
munities, land clear¬ 
ance and improve¬ 
ments to sites of natu¬ 
ral heritage,” said 
spokesman 
Christopher Priestley. 

Contact 01656 
815080 or visit reach’s 
website - www.brid- 
gendreach.org.uk - for 
further information. 


Latest results 
from Bridgend 
Bridge Club 


RECENT results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club are as follows: 
Wednesday March 7, 
first round of Webber 
Cup qualifying event 
for teams. 

First; John Cox, 
Roger Penton, Tony 
Disley and Mike 
Close; second, Mel 
Humphries, Glyn 
Williams, John 
Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler; third, Mary 
Moore, Di Jones, 

Tony Hawprth and 
Robert Charlesworth. 

Friday March 9: 
Max Powell Rose 
Bowl Pairs. First, 

John Beard and Deb 
Davies; second 
Marjorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock; third, 


John and Christine 
Evans. 

In addition to the 
regular club nights on 
Wednesday and 
Friday evenings at 
7pm in Nolton 
Church Hall, there are 
lessons for beginners 
on Fridays at 7.30pm 
with Graham Jones, 
and for improvers on 
Wednesdays at 
2.30pm ,with John 
Beard. 

To register interest 
please contact John 
Beard on 01446 
771445, Graham Jones 
on 01446 775952, 

Steve Burgoyne on 
01656 661968 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649138. 

DN 


ing. Coun Lyn Morgan, 
the council’s cabinet 
member for wellbeing 
and older person’s 
champion, said: “It’s fit¬ 
ting that we have chosen 
such a special date to 
officially open Bridgend 
County Borough’s very 
first extra care scheme, 
as this has been such a 
significant project for us 
as a council. 

“The journey to today 
extends much further 
back than the actual 
building of Llys Ton. It 
began with our vision to 
deliver a new kind of 
accommodation for our 
older people. 

“We are proud to have 
delivered our first extra 
care scheme which 
offers a local, innovative 
and alternative option 


for living independently 
into old age.” 

Among the special 
guests invited to help 
perform the opening cer¬ 
emony was gold medal¬ 
winning Paralympian 
Simon Richardson. 

He said: “This place 
gives you the feeling that 
you want to be here, not 
that you need to be here. 
It gives people the quali¬ 
ty of life they deserve. I 
would like to say a big 
well done to V2C and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council and 
everyone who has been 
involved in this project. 

“I hope this foot print 
will be a starting block 
for more extra care proj¬ 
ects in the county.” 

Mike Brough, chair of 
the V2C board of man¬ 
agement, paid tribute to 
all those involved in the 
project. 

He added: “Thank 
you for coming to cele¬ 
brate the opening of this 
amazing facility. 

“I’d also like to thank 
BCBC, the cabinet and 
in particular Coun Lyn 
Morgan, for the tough 
decision they took in 
order to allow this 
scheme to happen.” 


Downing Street 
Welsh outpost’ 
for national day! 


WELSH sporting 
and TV stars were 
among guests invit¬ 
ed to 10 Downing 
Street for a St 
David’s Day lunch¬ 
eon. 

The event, hosted by 
David Cameron, was a 
celebration of all things 
Welsh with leek and 
lamb d’oeuvres served to 
guests, and a school 
choir singing traditional 
Welsh songs. 

The Prime Minister 
toasted the success of 
TV programmes such as 
Gavin & Stacey as well 
as sporting successes; 
commiserated with 
Wales on the World Cup 
defeat to France and 
congratulated the team 
on the recent Triple 
Crown win. 

He told guests that 
Downing Street had 
become a “Welsh out¬ 
post” for the evening 
after a faulty flagpole 
meant the Union flag 
was taken down in 
favour of the Red 
Dragon. 

He went on to say that 


Wales is currently enjoy¬ 
ing a “tremendous ren¬ 
aissance in terms of cul¬ 
ture, in terms of sport, in 
terms of cuisine, in terms 
of the arts”, adding that 
his recent visit to 
Broughton to open the 
new Airbus factory was 
one of the most exciting 
businesses he had seen 
in the past two years. 

Guests included Sam 
Warburton and Warren 
Gatland, Steve Jones of 
American X Factor fame 
and Joanna Page from 
the award winning series 
Gavin & Stacey. 

In honour of her con¬ 
tributions to community 
regeneration, Bridgend- 
based social entrepre¬ 
neur Dawn Davies of 
Creation Development 
Trust was also specially 
invited to the event, with 
two volunteers from the 
community group 
‘Knitting Nannas’, who 
are part of the nationally 
recognised Timecentre 
project, based at 
Blaengarw Workmens 
Hall. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


How Arab Spring has 
highlighted the plight 
of women workers 


T HIS time last 
year, I wrote 
about the 
centenary of 
International 
Women’s Day and 
mentioned the role 
women had played 
in the Arab Spring. 

From protesting to 
supporting rebel forces, 
women made a very sig¬ 
nificant contribution to 
the revolutions in 
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya 
and Yemen. 

At that time, the Arab 
Spring was in full swing. 

On International 
Women’s Day, March 8, 
there was a large scale 
protest in Yemen and on 
the days either side, the 
international community 
were preparing to imple¬ 
ment a no-fly zone over 
Libya and in Tunisia, the 
former President’s party 
was dissolved leading to 
mass celebrations. 

Men and women 
protested and in many 
cases fought side by 
side, as one Egyptian 
woman noted: “All of us 
were there, throwing 
stones, moving dead 
bodies. We did every¬ 
thing. There was no dif¬ 
ference between men 
and women.” 

A year on, many of 
these revolutions still 
have a long way to run. 
Building a democracy is 
a slow process. 

Conducting free elec¬ 
tions is one thing, but 
changing attitudes is 
quite another. 

Tragically for the peo¬ 
ple of Syria, even peace 
seems a very long way 
off. Nevertheless, 
International Women’s 
Day offers a chance to 
take stock, measure 
progress and act as a 
reminder that much 
remains to be done. 

In many of the Arab 
Spring countries, the for¬ 
mer regimes sought to 
champion women’s 
rights, including access 
to education and the 
labour market as a way 
of seeking legitimacy. 

This has complicated 
the position of women 
and in some places, most 
notably Egypt, has taint¬ 
ed the cause of women’s 
liberation. 

There is a danger that 
momentum could be lost 
unless we remain vigi¬ 
lant and support women 
in these countries so that 
gains made are secured. 

Only eight women 
won seats during the 
elections for Egypt’s 
lower house, which 
equates to less than two 
per cent. This is 
extremely low compared 
to the numbers of 
women in parliament 
following the 2010 elec¬ 
tions, as there were then 
64 reserved seats for 
women. 

Nevertheless, the 
reverberations of this 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an 

exclusive report from 

Westminster 

for The GEM. 



will be felt for years. 

The Arab Spring has 
encouraged women in 
Saudi Arabia to push for 
even the most modest of 
freedoms - the right to 
drive. 

The first Arab woman 
to be awarded a Nobel 
Peace Prize received her 
prize in 2011. Tawakul 
Kaman received the 
award for her contribu¬ 
tion to the protest move¬ 
ment in Yemen. 

Away from the Arab 
Spring, International 
Women’s Day remains as 
relevant as ever The 
Independent recently 
documented the best and 
worst places to be a 
woman in 2012. 

Among the pre¬ 
dictable results of the 
Scandinavian countries 
being the best place to 
be a mother (Norway) 
and best place to be a 
woman (Iceland), there 
were a few surprises 
which the UK could 
learn from. The best 
place to be a woman 
politician? Rwanda. Yes, 
Rwanda. Rwanda is the 
only nation on the planet 
in which women hold 
the majority of seats. 

The UK ranks in 45th 
place, behind Pakistan 
and the United Arab 
Emirates. The best place 
for labour force partici¬ 
pation? Burundi. Yes, 
you read correctly, 
Burundi. Female labour 
force participation is 92 
per cent. The UK is 
ranked 47th. 

While our economic 
and social problems pale 
in comparison with 
many other countries, 
the last year has seen a 
depressing tide of devel¬ 
opments which impact 
negatively on women. 

Female unemploy¬ 
ment is at its highest for 
a generation. The num¬ 
ber of women with chil¬ 
dren in work is lower 
than most other devel¬ 
oped countries. 

The likelihood of this 
situation improving dra¬ 
matically any time soon 
is slim. Job cuts in the 
public sector have hit 
women particularly hard, 
as two-thirds of jobs in 
the public sector are held 
by women. 

Employment in the 
retail sector is also domi¬ 
nated by women. With 
the downturn on the high 
street, many are finding 
themselves surplus to 
requirements. 

Changes to tax credits 
that are due to be imple- 


given the gloomy eco¬ 
nomic outlook, is unlike¬ 
ly. It is estimated that the 
average family receiving 
working tax credits will 
lose £74 a week. 

The lack of women on 
the boards of FTSE 100 
companies remains 
embarrassingly low. 18 
such companies have no 
women on their boards 
and it has been estimated 
that it will take another 


mented on April 1 will 
hit many part-time work- 40 years before women 
ers hard, a substantial 
proportion of whom are 
women. 

Currently, someone 
becomes eligible for 


achieve equality in this 
field. 

In terms of political 
representation, there is a 
long way to go too. Only 


working tax credits when five of the current 23- 


they work 16 hours a 
week. 

From April, this 
increases to 24 hours a 
week. This relies on the 
premise that employers 
can offer their employ¬ 
ees more hours, which, 


strong Cabinet are 
female, while 22 per 
cent of MPs are female. 

The balance sheet for 
the last year is mixed. 
The verdict? 

Don’t give up. 


Maesteg 
Rotary Club 
hands over 
donation 



THE Rotary Club of 
Maesteg recently 
made a donation to 
Llangynwyd commu¬ 
nity association, who 
are raising funds to 
purchase St Stephens 
Church on 
Llangynwyd Square, 
so that the village can 
have its own commu¬ 
nity hall. 

Various fundrais¬ 
ing activities are 


ongoing and anybody 
who would like to 
make a donation can 
do so at Llangynwyd 
Post Office or via any 
committee member. 

The picture shows 
Mrs Mari Jones, 
chairman of the com¬ 
munity association 
receiving the cheque 
from Rotary presi¬ 
dent Mr Talfyn 
Harries. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 22) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

15 Thur 

11.24 

8.2 

23.57 

8.1 

16 Fri 



12.45 

7.7 

17 Sat 

01.36 

7.8 

14.19 

7.6 

18 Sun 

02.55 

7.9 

15.41 

8.0 

19 Mon 

03.59 

8.1 

16.35 

8.4 

20 Tues 

04.49 

8.9 

17.21 

8.9 

21 Wed 

05.39 

9.4 

18.01 

9.3 

22 Thur 

06.15 

9.6 

18.33 

9.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Included in the picture are: Carol Smith (Communities First Development Worker), Jennifer 
Lewis (Morphious), Sharon Rouse (Morphious), Coun David Sage (Deputy Leader BCBC), 
Jenna Bromley (community member/client), Pam Morgan (Bridges into Work), Anna Crole 
(Want 2 Work) and Allison Pesticcio (Communities First). 

THE WEDNESDAY WORK 
CLUB NOW OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS AT BRACKLA 


A ‘WEDNESDAY Work 
Club’ which aims to help 
Brackla residents return to 
employment or prepare for 
a new job, was officially 
launched recently by Coun 
David Sage. 

Brainchild of Brackla 
Communities First, the free serv¬ 
ice at Brackla Community Centre 
gives residents whatever help 
they need to get them back in the 
world of work or boost confi¬ 
dence for a new role. 

On Wednesday mornings from 


9.30am-11.30am the sessions will 
involve several agencies, includ¬ 
ing Bridges Into Work, 
Morphious, Want 2 Work, 
Careers Wales and Jobcentre 
Plus. 

Coun Sage said: “As Deputy 
Leader of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, I have a special 
responsibility for the area of 
regeneration and economic devel¬ 
opment, so helping residents to be 
better equipped for the world of 
work is something close to my 
heart. 

“I’m especially pleased that 
this initiative will benefit the con¬ 


stituents I serve.” 

Brackla Communities First co¬ 
ordinator Allison Pesticcio added: 
“The beauty of having them all 
together in one place is that peo¬ 
ple can be immediately sign post¬ 
ed to another relevant agency. 

“We have arranged the surgery 
to be very informal and are pro¬ 
viding tea, coffee and biscuits. 
Children are also very welcome, 
so please come along on 
Wednesday mornings and find 
out how we can help you.” 

Brackla Communities First 
can be contacted on 01656 
815120. 


Daffodil wood 


COED-Y-BWL 
nature reserve, 
Tondu, will hold an 
open day at 2pm, 
Sunday March 18. 

This stunning wild 
daffodil wood is man¬ 
aged by the Wildlife 
Trust of South and West 
Wales’ local Bridgend 
group. 

The day will see the 
unveiling of the 
reserve’s new interpreta¬ 
tion board by Murray 
McLaggan of Merthyr 


Mawr Estate. 

With the aid of a 
£5,000 Lottery Awards 
For All grant, Trust vol¬ 
unteers have tapped into 
their own skills to build 
the interpretation board 
cairn from local lime¬ 
stone. 

Due to restricted car 
parking, visitors are 
invited to join a Land 
Rover shuttle - starting 
at 1.30pm - from the 
Fox and Hounds car park 
at St Brides Major. 


Life as a media 
gardener talk 


T HE March 
meeting of 
Sker WI was 
held at St David’s 
Church Hall, 
Nottage, when 
president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed members 
and read out a list 
of forthcoming 
events. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Mr Terry 
Walton, who gave a 
very interesting and 
amusing talk on ‘Life as 
a media gardener’. 

He has been interest¬ 
ed in gardening since an 
early age and had his 
first allotment at 11 years 
old. 


Since then he has 
become a regular on the 
Jeremy Vine radio show, 
which often has 6.5 mil¬ 
lion listeners. Mr 
Walton has also been 
involved with the Coal 
House series, the 
Chelsea Flower Show 
and Gardeners’ Question 
Time. 

When not on the 
radio, he is kept busy 
with his allotment, 
which is quite large, and 
provides his family with 
all the vegetables they 
need for the year. 

The next meeting is 
on April 12 when the 
speaker will be Mr Mike 
Wilcock on ‘Life in the 
fashion business’. 

Ann Vipond 


“MY name is Mama Fluff and I am a 13- 
year-old lady looking for my happy ever 
after home... 

“I came into the Cats Protection’s Bridgend 
Adoption Centre with my two friends who have both 
found new homes, and 1 am lonely here on my own. 
I have a lot of love to give and I love lots of atten¬ 
tion! 

“If you have a nice warm lap I can curl up and 
sleep on, then I am your girl! Hope to see you soon. 
Love and purrs. ” 

To find out more about Mama Fluff, ring 01656 
726621 or email bridgend@cats.org.uk 

Cats Protection, Bridgend Adoption Centre is at 
Pant Hirwaun, Bryncethin, Bridgend, CF32 9UJ 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Mama Fluff is 
so lonely... 



A LOCAL BOY 
COMES HOME 


ONE of the top acts 
‘Down Under’ at the 
Adelaide Fringe 
2012 featured a 
young man from 
Porthcawl. 

Rhys Jones attended 
St John’s School and St 
Clare’s School, then went 
on to read physics at St 
John’s College, Oxford. 

After three years of 
sell-out shows at the 
Edinburgh Fringe, he and 
his friend Rob decided to 
quit their teaching jobs 
and try to earn a living 
with their magic show 
called ‘Morgan and West, 
Time Travelling 

Magicians’. 

They were encouraged 
in this by baffling top 
American magicians 
Penn and Teller and win¬ 
ning a trip to Las Vegas 
where they performed in 


the Penn and Teller show. 

Rhys and Rob current¬ 
ly live in Oxford where 
they recently featured in 
the local press. Both have 
had some years of expe¬ 
rience in amateur theatre 
and even wrote their own 
musical. 

The young men (aged 
24 and 25) are bringing 
their show to Harri’s 
Cafe Bar@The Dance 
Centre, Elm Crescent, 
Bryntirion, on Friday, 
April 20. The website 
morganandwest.co.uk 
will give a full flavour of 
their talents. 

Any profits from their 
show will be donated to 
‘Cancer Research Wales ’ 
and a small number of 
tickets for this intimate 
venue (cost £7) are avail¬ 
able from Harri’s Cafe 
Bar or from Allan Jones 
01639 888053. 


The Bridgend 
Lions' book 
fair a success 



Bridgend Lions Club president, Terry Harris, 
presenting the cheque for £1,000 to Lisa 
Gilchrist, YMCA Bridgend manager. 


The Bridgend 
Lions recently held 
their annual chari¬ 
ty book fair at the 
YMCA Bridgend, 
which raised more 
funds to enable 
them to continue to 
help local charities. 

Club volunteers spent 
the winter months col¬ 
lecting, sorting and pric¬ 
ing the huge quantity of 
books generously donat¬ 
ed by the community. 

Hundreds of people 
then came from far and 
wide over the three days 
the fair was held. 

The invaluable help 
given by staff and vol¬ 


unteers at the YMCA 
Bridgend made the fair 
a success, and knowing 
that the YMCA needed 
funds to develop their 
new community cafe 
and IT centre, Bridgend 
Lions were delighted to 
reciprocate with a dona¬ 
tion of £1,000 towards 
equipment for the new 
facility. 

In the coming months 
Bridgend Lions hope to 
be able to report on fur¬ 
ther donations to local 
causes. 

Their website, brid- 
gendlions.org.uk, and 
Facebook pages both 
have up to date news of 
their activities. 


Kenfig Hill 
farmer’s wife 
awarded MBE 



Joan Lean in the gardens of Buckingham 
Palace, after receiving her award. 


A LOCAL farmer’s 
wife was recently 
presented with the 
MBE for her serv¬ 
ices to government. 

Mrs Joan Lean 
received the MBE in the 
2011 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours and she was 
presented with her 
award by Prince Charles 
in Buckingham Palace 
on January 26. 

Mrs Lean received 
the award for services to 
the Welsh Government, 
after working there for 
40 years, and finishing 
her career as deputy 
head of the facilities 
management team in 
Cathays Park. 

Joan who hails from 
Tonyrefail, said that the 
atmosphere was incredi¬ 


ble at the Palace and 
what made it even more 
special was having her 
family there to share the 
occasion with her. 

Looking on proudly 
was, her husband of 37 
years, Kenfig Hill 
farmer, Dave Lean, her 
sister Margaret Howells 
and niece Elizabeth 
Moynan, both from 
Tonyrefail. 

Since retiring, Mrs 
Lean has been able to 
spend more time with 
her family and also with 
her first love, horses, 
and now devotes some 
of her time to helping at 
the disabled children’s 
riding club, which is 
based at the Agriculture 
College in Pencoed. 


Jail for 
Brackla 
man over 
drugs 
offences 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A BRACKLA man 
has been jailed for 
20 months at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court for a series of 
drugs offences. 

Richard Williams 
(33), formerly of Heol 
Cae Mawr, admitted 
possessing ampheta¬ 
mine prepared for 
injection with intent to 
supply, possessing 
amphetamine, being 
concerned in the sup¬ 
ply of the drug and fail¬ 
ing to surrender to his 
bail. 

Prosecutor Tony 
Trigg said that last 
July, the police 
searched his property 
in Brackla and found 
Williams with two oth¬ 
ers. 

The officers found 
four syringes contain¬ 
ing amphetamine pre¬ 
pared to be injected, 
and electronic scales. 

Williams also had a 
bag containing 

amphetamine and dis¬ 
covered text messages 
on his mobile phone 
indicating he had sup¬ 


plied drugs to close 
friends. He was said to 
have previous convic¬ 
tions for wounding, 
supplying ecstasy, pos¬ 
sessing drugs, and 
attempted possession 
with intent to supply. 

Alex Greenwood, 
representing him, said 
that he was currently 
homeless. “To his cred¬ 
it, he has overcome a 
heroin addiction and is 
struggling to stop his 
amphetamine addic¬ 
tion.” 

Mr Justice Haddon- 
Cave said that a 
mandatory term of 
seven years could have 
been imposed because 
of Williams’ previous 
drug convictions. 

But, he said, the 
quantity in the present 
case was very small, 
Williams had supplied 
only friends and he was 
a low-level dealer. 

“Count yourself for¬ 
tunate.” 

The Judge said he 
hoped Williams could 
deal with his drugs 
problem and added: 
“Get a life.” 


Members go 
on a journey! 


LLANHARRY WI NEWS 


SPEAKERS for 
March were Mike 
and Barbara 
Sullivan, who had 
put together an 
excellent power- 
point programme 
of places they had 
visited in the UK. 

Accompanied by 
appropriate music 
throughout, the presen¬ 
tation started with a 
look at well-known 
birds found in our gar¬ 
dens. 

We were then taken 
on a journey, starting 
with the Christmas 
lights at Cardiff and 
then on to the Scilly 
Isles, Brecon Mountain 
Railway, ending with 
the Botanic Gardens at 
Carmarthen. 

During social time, 


Mike and Barbara 
judged the competition, 
which was an item 
beginning with ‘G’. 
Entries ranged from 
gloves, glasses, grater, 
gin, miniature garden 
and many more. The 
grater belonging to 
president, Jill Rosser 
was chosen. 

The business meeting 
followed and plans were 
made for the summer 
trip in August to 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

An album of old pho¬ 
tographs was on display 
of past events and activ¬ 
ities taken by Janet 
Lewis, which attracted 
much interest and 
laughter. 

Next month, the topic 
is ‘most peculiar 
people’. 

JR 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home, 

Typically £10.50 per hour irtc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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WILL THE TIME TEAM REVEAL THE 
HIDDEN SECRETS OF KENFIG DUNES? 


FASCINATING facts about the lost town 
of Kenfig are due to be revealed when a 
Time Team investigation is broadcast on 
Sunday (March 18). 

There are many stories, some a little out¬ 
landish, about the town that was swallowed up 
when the sand dunes advanced, probably in the 
15th Century. 

However, last August the Channel 4 Time 
Team excavated the town that existed in the mid¬ 
dle ages inside and outside the bank and ditch 
defence earthwork that once surrounded the 
Norman Castle at Kenfig Dunes. 

The ancient town was built and subsequently 
overrun several times, including being burnt to 
the ground, and these details are expected to be 
revealed in typical Time Team fashion, 

Geophysical ground mapping (which in this 
case was extremely easy, due to the sand over¬ 
mantle) enabled the team to produce a theoreti¬ 
cal physical map of the area. 

Tantalising finds were made, including silver 
half pennies, and a many pottery fragments. 

These will be revealed on the programme, on 
Sunday. 

As usual, the inimitable Tony Robinson will 
be on hand to explain from the layman’s’view¬ 
point, what has been discovered and how signifi¬ 
cant it is to the area - and how it helps our 
understanding of the Middle-Ages in Wales. 

During the excavation, several facts were 
revealed about living in the town, including 
some laws. For example, butchers were not 
allowed to throw sheep heads into the street on a 
Sunday, and ‘binge drinking’ was banned within 
the town walls! 

The town population at its height would have 
been around 800. As a point of reference, at the 
same time, Cardiff’s population was about 
1,800, which seems to indicate a very important 
and thriving community. 




REPORT and 
PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT 



ABOVE: Tony Robinson and Francis Pryor are filmed 
discussing the findings. 

LEFT: 

The Time Team group were based upstairs in the Prince of Wales 
pub , where a special beer had been brewed for the occasion. 

It was called ( Time Team Tipple’. 



ABOVE: The dig revealed a culvert in the old village. 
LEFT: Phil Harding from the Time Team. 


Work starts on the dig. 



Bridgend quiz league round-up 


IN games played on 
Monday, March 5, 
in the first division, 
there were comfort¬ 
able wins in three. 

Mackworth Arms had 
a thumping win at Cabo 
Roche by 50-26. 

Llangewydd Arms had 
f53 points against 

Laleston Inn A’s 32, and 
Tyrisha Royals had a 
45-36 victory versus Six 
Bells. 

In the other division 
one game, Tyrisha 

Nomads had a close one 
away to Crown Inn A 
(44-40). They were 


level from the start until 
the middle of the indi¬ 
vidual round, when 
Nomads got a bonus 
point which went to 
three-up and, in the final 
three they got another 
bonus, and then both 
teams failed on the last 
question - on rugby. 

In division two, 
Greenmeadow ran up a 
worthy 53 points, which 
bettered Laleston Inn 
B’s 46, while the other 
three games were 
extremely close. 

Tondu Railway Club 
were given a scare by 


Pheasant Gamekeepers 
but just got home by 
52-50, Pheasant 

Poachers squeezed to a 
44-43 win against 
Oldcastle B and 
Coychurch Wanderers 
had a 47-all draw with 
Crown Inn B. 

Here are your special 
four: 

1. Which flightless 
bird unusually has nos¬ 
trils at the tip of its bill 
rather than the base, and 
also lays a larger egg rel¬ 
ative to its body size 
than any other bird? 

2. Sir George Carew 


was the commander of 
which ill-fated warship 
that sunk in 1545? 

3. Which of the many 
‘Great White Hopes’ 
finally beat world 
heavyweight champion 
Jack Johnson in 1915? 

4. Who is the only 
post-1066 English King 
who never married? 

A Rudge 
(for Quiz League) 
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Byron Davies, third from left, pictured with Roger Stokes, Gareth 
Haines and Mike Fox of the Garw Valley Railway. 

Railway school 
for apprentices 
is welcomed 


Businessman 
wins award 



Richard Salvage receives his Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award from Cranfield University 
School of Management. 


Eerie goings on at 
Castle Upon Alun! 



Railway Bridge at Castle Upon Alun , 
an original sketch by Tracey Walmsley 


SHADOW regener¬ 
ation and transport 
minister Byron 
Davies AM has wel¬ 
comed news that the 
Bridgend Valleys 
Railway Company 
is to set up a railway 
engineering school 
and take on appren¬ 
tices. 

The company, which 
is based at Pontycymer, 
where it has a loco shed, 
is working with the Worx 
Group Ltd to offer train¬ 
ing on their site in the 
Garw. 

The pilot course, 
which is already under 
way and will run to the 
end of April, has seen 12 
young apprentices from 
the Bridgend area taken 
on. A further 12 will start 
in May on a second six- 
week course. 

Subject to funding, the 
courses will run continu¬ 
ously throughout the 
year. Each group will 
concentrate on a specific 
area of skills, including 
construction, environ¬ 
ment and railway track- 
work. 

The apprentices will 
gain qualifications up to 
NVQ Level 2 and could 
then move on to full time 
employment in the rail¬ 
way industry. 

Funding has been 
obtained from the Welsh 
Government via 

Bridgend College and 
there has also been spon¬ 
sorship from Valleys to 
Coast. 

Chris Adams, on 
behalf of the railway 
company which trades as 
Garw Valley Railway, 
said that the benefit for 
the railway was that it 
may be possible to begin 
reinstating part of the 
Garw Valley line to run¬ 
ning standard, enabling 
the company to start 
operating trains along it, 
which would give the 
valley a huge tourism 
and transport gain. 


“Our initial aim is to 
create an operating sec¬ 
tion over a short distance 
in Pontycymer so that we 
can run trains and gener¬ 
ate income for the rail¬ 
way. But there is much 
work needed to improve 
drainage and the track 
first.” 

Mr Davies, who is a 
Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for south 
Wales west, paid a visit 
to the company on 
Saturday to see for him¬ 
self the work that is 
under way. 

He talked to Mr 
Adams, chairman Gareth 
Haines and long standing 
member Roger Stokes, 
and commented: “This is 
a very exciting develop¬ 
ment for the Garw 
Valley. The prospect of 
actually getting trains, 
whether stream or diesel, 
operating once again up 
the valley is thrilling. 

“But I am equally 
delighted at the prospect 
of young people being 
offered the chance of 
railway engineering 
mini-apprenticeships. 

“We have a desperate 
need in this country to 
teach skills like this 
before the expertise is 
lost for ever. Young peo¬ 
ple will greatly increase 
their prospects of gaining 
a full time job if they 
obtain qualifications in a 
hands-on work environ¬ 
ment like the railway.” 

Mr Davies had a look 
at the company’s loco¬ 
motives, which include a 
diesel multiple unit 
which will be run initial¬ 
ly as a fundraiser, and 
also at two of their steam 
engines - including 
Pamela, an austerity loco 
that was the last working 
steam train on the NCB 
mineral railway in 
Maesteg. 

Pamela needs work to 
get her back on track and 
initially she may be 
loaned out to other her¬ 
itage railways as an 
income generator. But 


long term, the company 
would like to run her up 
the four-mile stretch of 
track from Brynmenyn to 
Pontycymer. 

Mr Davies also met 
Dawn Davies of Creation 
who spoke about the 
potential of the heritage 
railway in terms of 
tourism and the valuable 
spin off this would create 
for other businesses. 

He added: “Having a 
heritage railway, espe¬ 
cially a steam one, will 
bring in thousands of 
people and give the 
whole valley a massive 
economic boost. 

“In my other role as 
Shadow Minister for 
regeneration, I can see 
nothing but good coming 
from this scheme. 

“It is a massive under¬ 
taking. There is so much 
work to do to get the 
track relaid, platforms 
built and rolling stock in 
place but I am convinced 
that if anyone can do it, 
this particular group of 
enthusiasts will. 

“I am very impressed 
with what they have 
already achieved and by 
their determination and 
commitment to a task 
that has already taken 
years of their lives. 

“I wish them every 
success in this venture.” 


RICHARD 
SALVAGE, 
Managing Director 
of The Recycling 
Company in South 
Cornelly, and 
founder of the 
MEDSA Group, was 
recently presented 
with the 2012 
Entrepreneur of the 
Year award by 
Cranfield 

University School of 
Management, at a 
reception in The 
Royal Institution of 
Great Britain, 
London. 

It is awarded annually 
by Cranfield University 
school of management to 
recognise outstanding 
entrepreneurial achieve¬ 
ment. Mr Salvage devel¬ 
oped Shield Medicare, a 
company specialising in 
the manufacture and dis¬ 
tribution of clean room 
equipment for the med¬ 
ical and pharmaceutical 
industries. 

It grew to become the 
European leader in sin¬ 
gle use sterile surgical 
supplies and sterile bio¬ 
cides. The company was 
sold to US conglomerate 


Ecolab in 2006. 

Following this, Mr 
Salvage set up the 
MEDSA Group, a £10m 
turnover group that com¬ 
prises four fast-growing 
and profitable compa¬ 
nies, all based in south 
Wales: Shield 
Automotive, Greased 
Lightning, DTR Medical 
and The Recycling 
Company. 

He commented: “I am 
delighted to be receiving 
this award. The most sat¬ 
isfying part of being an 
entrepreneur is being 
able to see opportunities 
and help businesses ful¬ 
fil their potential. 

“In The Recycling 
Company, my latest 
acquisition, I saw true 
potential and now we 
don’t just offer waste 
management services to 
businesses, we offer a 
powerful marketing and 
corporate social respon¬ 
sibility tool enabling 
organisations to say: we 
have achieved ‘Zero to 
Landfill’.” 

The company 
employs 85 staff and is 
working with high pro¬ 
file companies, reducing 
waste to landfill by thou¬ 
sands of tonnes a year. 


THIS quaint place, 
hidden among the 
winding lanes to the 
east of St Brides 
Major, holds a multi¬ 
tude of ancient land¬ 
marks. 

Originally named 
Oldcastle upon Alun, it is 
thought to date back to 
the 12th Century with a 
village and castle. This 
small area can be located 
in the dell overlooking 
the river Alun. 

After the 15 th 
Century, when it was 
known as Coflein, the 
whole area was then 
identified as Castle Upon 
Alun, Coed Y Wallas and 
Castle Upon Alen. 

Castle Upon Alun is 
thought to have con¬ 
tained a castle or strong 
house, although no suffi¬ 
cient evidence of conflict 
has been found. 

The castle is consid¬ 
ered to have been of 
Welsh pre-Norman 
times, with many stone 
arches built which were 
probably part of the cas¬ 
tle farm, although two 
mysterious arches have 
been incorporated in a 
nearby wall. 

An archaeological dig 
unearthed three ancient 
graves from the Roman- 
Celtic era of the 1st 
Century, with artifacts 
such as iron spears and 
daggers found on the site. 

Old Castle Down 
overlooks the village 
below and Daffodil 
Wood (Coed-y-Bwl), 
also nicknamed 

‘BlueBell Wood’ because 
of its carpet of bluebells 
during the springtime, 
are significant features. 

More than a quarter of 
a million wild daffodils, 
locally known as Twm 
Dilies, were thought to 
have been planted during 
the 19th Century by Mrs 
Nicholl, wife of John 
Nicholl, who lived in 
Castle Upon Alun House 
around 1840. 

The old footbridge, 
known as Packhorse 
Bridge, is another fasci¬ 
nating characteristic, as it 
is now classed as an 
ancient monument. 

This curious land¬ 
mark, which is also 
known as a Clapper 
Bridge, dates back to the 
18th Century and tapers 
from lm to 1.6m in width 
with a ramped deck. 

It was constructed 
using rubble stone with 
five small gaps of around 
lm in length to allow the 
water to flow freely 
through it. The foot¬ 
bridge is 28m in length to 
allow inhabitants access 
to the land beyond the 


Alun River. Clapper 
bridges are named as 
such because pack-hors¬ 
es or donkeys would 
cross upon it, and the 
sound of their hooves on 
the stone made a clap¬ 
ping noise. 

The old brick railway 
bridge is situated north of 
Castle Upon Alun and 
was built by owners of 
local mines to link col¬ 
lieries between Bridgend 
and Barry. 

The station and rail¬ 
way closed in 1961. 

The Ford at Pont-Y- 
Brown has 16 stepping 
stones reaching out 
across it, so that during 
the winter period, people 
are able to reach the other 
side. 

They cross the river 
Alun (Afon Alun) using 
the stepping stones 
which are known as 
Stepsau Ddion. 

The beauty of the area 
is thought to have been a 
location for film crews 
from a bygone era. The 
ford normally dries up 
during the summer 
months, therefore allow¬ 
ing easy access for cars 
to reach destinations 
beyond it. 

Castle Upon Alun con¬ 
tains other buildings of 
monumental importance, 
including Castle Upon 
Alun House, garden and 
cart shed, the 17th-18th 
Century Ty Maen Barn, 
Groes Antoni, Byre sta¬ 
bles and other farm 
buildings. 

Most surviving wood¬ 
land has many a ghostly 
tale to reveal, and 
Daffodil Wood in Castle 
Upon Alun is no excep¬ 


tion. During the hours of 
darkness, strange blue 
light anomalies seem to 
dance among the trees, 
yet no logical explana¬ 
tion has ever been found. 

Could these eerie 
lights come from the 
people of yesteryear, 
yearning to be remem¬ 
bered from beyond their 
terrain? 

The terrifying feeling 
of being followed by an 
unearthly stalker beside 
the River Alun has been 
felt, only for victims to 
realise that nobody is 
actually there! 

Why would a spiritual 
entity want to prey on the 
innocent in a world now 
beyond their understand¬ 
ing? 

The chilling echo of 
heavy footsteps, tramp¬ 
ing across the footbridge 
have been noted, only for 
observers to realise that 
no physical person is per¬ 
forming this terrifying 
deed. 

Could these sounds be 
from a ghostly being, 
unaware that we now live 
in a modern world, or 
just an overactive imagi¬ 
nation spearing thoughts 
into the mind? 

The legendary tale of 
the frightful Yr Hen 
Wrach (the old hag) is 
thought to haunt an area 
close to the ford. 

Described as being 
around 6 feet in height, 
she disappears in a flash. 

But fact or fiction? 
Only you can decide ... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
Hayley can be contacted 
by email: 

hayley. williams550 
@y ahoo.com 


Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call 

^ 01446 402848 
# 07739 389578 



Positive report for 
pupil referral unit 


THE Bridgend pupil referral 
unit at Aberkenfig, which sup¬ 
ports children with emotional 
or behaviour difficulties, as 
well as pupils with attendance 
issues, is celebrating following 
its school report by Estyn 
inspectors. 

They found that standards of 
achievement are good and all pupils 
make good progress in their learning 
and wellbeing. 

“The future looks bright, with 
inspectors reporting a clear vision for 
the school, staff who work effectively 
as a team, and good quality care, sup¬ 
port and guidance provided to the 
pupils,” a spokesperson for the 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
(BCBC) said. 

“The Estyn report praised PRU 
pupils for developing key skills such as 
literacy and numeracy effectively - 
something already recognised as a 
strength when the school was recently 
awarded the Basic Skills Quality 
Standard.” 

All pupils were making good 
progress compared with their previous 
attainments before enrolling at the 
school, and most show a positive atti¬ 
tude towards learning. 

Headteacher John Connolly said: 


“Bridgend Pupil Referral Unit staff 
and pupils are delighted with our Estyn 
inspection report. The school has been 
nationally recognised for providing our 
students with excellent educational and 
social opportunities. 

“It was identified that pupils are tak¬ 
ing full advantage of these opportuni¬ 
ties available to them. 

“Our Key Stage 3 pupils are making 
considerable progress in developing 
their literacy and numeracy skills, sup¬ 
porting a return to mainstream provi¬ 
sion. Our Key Stage 4 pupils gain 
access to 14-19 educational pathways 
to follow their chosen careers and to 
achieve their ambitions through the 
excellent results they are achieving 
consistently year by year. 

“The report reflects the hard work 
and commitment of the pupils and staff 
at the PRU.” 

Coun Alana Davies, BCBC’s cabi¬ 
net member for children and young 
people, added: “A warm well done to 
the pupil referral unit. The head and his 
staff should be congratulated on creat¬ 
ing such a caring school which is so 
committed to growing its pupils. 

“The pupils should also feel very 
proud of their progress. School can be 
a challenging place for some children 
so it’s great that we have the PRU to 
provide such a positive learning envi¬ 
ronment for them.” 


Corntown man’s 
royal appointment 

JACOB ELLIS, originally from Corntown, 
was recently nominated by Urdd Gobaith 
Cymru and the Welsh Assembly to attend 
Commonweath Day celebrations in 
Westminster House, London. 
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HUNT FOR 
OWNER WHO 
DUMPED 
TERRAPINS 


THE RSPCA are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation after two 
terrapins were 
found abandoned in 
their aquarium on a 
lane near Parkfields 





Road, Bridgend. 

The pair of small 
North American slider 
type terrapins were left 
in a plastic tank/aquari¬ 
um with about 1cm of 
water and no food 
inside on February 27. 

The finder agreed to 
keep and monitor them 
until the RSPCA 
arrived. The terrapins 
are now in RSPCA care. 

RSPCA inspector Nic 
de Celis said: “People 
might get terrapins as 
cute little pets when 
they are the size of a 
50p piece, then get a 
shock when they grow 
much bigger a couple of 
years later and need 
bigger and better tanks, 
pumps and other equip¬ 
ment. 

“They end up strug¬ 
gling to cope and there 
are dumped terrapins 
living in the wild as a 
result. This has all kinds 
of knock-on effects to 
our eco-system. 

“Before keeping a 
non-domestic or exotic 
animal as a pet, even 


for a short period of 
time, you should find 
out what the animal 
needs and think careful¬ 
ly about how you are 
going to meet these 
needs under the Animal 
Welfare Act. 

“The needs are just 
the same as they would 
be in the wild and often 
are based on a specialist 
environment, diet or a 
particular behaviour. 

“There is never any 
excuse for abandoning 
an animal. If you really 
feel that you can no 
longer look after a pet, 
you can seek advice 
from an animal welfare 
organisation,” he point¬ 
ed out. 

Anyone with possible 
information about the 
terrapins is urged to 
contact the RSPCA cru¬ 
elty and information 
line on 0300 1234 999. 
Calls will be treated in 
confidence. 


Tories’ 

choice 



Coun Ray Thomas 


LOCAL farmer, Coun 
Ray Thomas, has been 
re-selected to stand as 
the Conservative can¬ 
didate for the 
Llandow/Ewenny ward 
in the local council 
elections on May 3. 

He has represented 
the ward for the past 
three years, following a 
by-election. 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Barclays Bank Pic - 36 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - New internally 
illuminated Barclays letters, project¬ 
ing sign and 2 x ATM surrounds. 

The Bush Consultancy Ltd -27 Llynfi 
Road, Maesteg - Two illuminated fas¬ 
cia and information signs. 

Mr P Roach - 46A West Drive, The 
Coach House, Porthcawl - 
Amendment to 11/637 (change of use 
of annexe to new; increase in roof 
height and fenestration alteration. 

Mr Darren Evans -27 Cheltenham 
Road, Porthcawl - Erection of single 
storey side extension with pitched roof. 
Mrs N Farr - 1 New Road, Kenfig 
Hill - Proposed two storey extension 
to rear. 

Valleys to Coast Housing - Tudor 
Estate, Caerau, Maesteg - CESP 
scheme; repair and external wall insu¬ 
lation system to 37 private properties. 
Mr and Mrs Thomas - 3 Davis 
Avenue, Bryncethin - Erect two bed¬ 
room attached dwelling on land adj to 
3 Davis Avenue. 

Mr Jamie Evans - First floor Co-op 
store, Lias Road, Porthcawl - Change 
of use of the former college to a ladies 
gym. 

Mr Gregg Cull -16 Long Meadow, 
North Cornelly - Double storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Barclays Bank Pic - 36 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - New security cam¬ 
era, replace glazed door with auto 
door and vinyl, replace night safe with 
glazing. 

Mr Oliver Roche-Clare - 72 Penprysg 
Road, Pencoed - Single storey rear 
extension with pitched roof and roof 


windows. 

Williams Partners - Pant y Cornant 
Farm, Glynogwr - Installation of 
solar photovoltaic array to be mount¬ 
ed on the roof of the existing barn. 

Ms Noreen Benjamin -16 Brynawel, 
Bridgend - Ground and first floor side 
extension to provide new garage and 
bedroom over. 

Mr I John - 6 Garnwen Road, 
Maesteg - First floor dressing room 
addition over single storey extension. 
Briarley Construction Ltd - Rear of 
22 Severn Road, Porthcawl - Two 
storey dwelling within curtilage. 

Biotec Services International - Units 
2100, 2120 and 2130 Central Park, 
Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - Back up generator 
to unit 2100, bin store to unit 2100 and 
ext air conditioning units to units 
2100, 2110 and 2120. 

Mr and Mrs D and A Jones - 1 
Nursery Gardens, Litchard - 
Extension of private garage and alter¬ 
ation of access gate to yard/hard- 
standing area. 

Barclays Bank Pic - 36 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - New advertisement 
signage, 2 x ATM surrounds, improve¬ 
ments to external appearance and 
internal alterations. 

Capita Business Services Ltd - Land 
at Queens Road and South Road, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
- Continue use for vehicle storage, 
ancillary uses and operational devel¬ 
opment and retain modular buildings. 


Daffodils and 
Welsh cakes 
order of the day! 

| PENLLYN AND DISTRICT WI | 


OUR darts team 
entered the 
Federation darts 
competition held in 
Llanharry, and 
unfortunately did¬ 
n’t win, but played 
well and gave a 
very creditable per¬ 
formance. 

Two members attend¬ 
ed the Glamorgan 
Federation Show meet¬ 
ing, held in Ystradowen, 
to glean information 
regarding the various 
competitions. 

The monthly mem¬ 
bers’ meeting was held 
on March 6 in the 
Village Hall. 

Information was given 
regarding various forth¬ 
coming local and federa¬ 
tion events, and several 
members bought tickets 
for the group meeting 
organised by Merthyr 
Mawr WI in Colwinston. 

Entertainment was an 
‘activity evening’ and 
also a belated St David’s 
Day celebration. 
Members were organised 
into small groups, and 
each group had to com¬ 
plete three activities. 

Firstly, we had to cre¬ 
ate a daffodil from a 
variety of craft materials 
available; secondly, we 
had to compose a limer¬ 
ick beginning with 
‘There once was a 
Welshman called Dai.’ 
Thirdly, we had to create 
a percussion accompani¬ 
ment to ‘Sosban Fach’ 
using kitchen utensils. It 
proved to be a very live- 


Two choirs 

TABERNACL Music 
Society, under Musical 
Director, Kevin Adams 
and accompanist Steven 
Burges, will be sharing 
the concert platform 
with another local 
choir, Noteworthy, from 
Maesteg and conductor 
Ryan Wood, on Sunday, 
March 25 at 7.30pm. 

Also taking part is 
soloist Charlotte Ellis. 

The venue is 
Tabernacl Chapel, 
Derwen Road, Bridgend. 
Tickets £7, students £5 
(from the secretary on 
07974765578) or at the 


ly and amusing evening! 

Later, teas, coffees 
and Welsh cakes made 
by Awen, were served 
and members were able 
to browse the bookstall. 

Afterwards, each 
group read out their lim¬ 
erick and performed 
their rendition of 
‘Sosban Fach,’ amid 
much hilarity. 

Next the judging took 
place and then the com¬ 
petitions and raffle prize 
winners were 
announced. Finally, all 
members were presented 
with a small bunch of 
daffodils to take home. 

On March 21 at 
7.30pm in the Village 
Hall, we are resuming 
our ‘craft evenings,’ and 
planning and attempting 
posters and pamphlets in 
readiness for the 
Glamorgan Show com¬ 
petitions. 

Future craft evenings 
will also focus on 
preparing for various 
other Show competition 
classes. 

The next members’ 
meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 3, at 
7.30pm in the Village 
Hall when speaker Jan 
Price is talking about 
‘Humorous Poetry.’ 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August), 
at 7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall. For further 
information, contact 
Novello 01656 674191, 
or Marjorie 01656 
647115. MN 


and an auction. Tickets 
are £10 (adults), £5 
(under-16s) and £20 
(families). Call Kelly 
Hall on 07817 929549 
or buy tickets at the 
door. 

All money raised will 
help send a team from 
Bridgend Disabled FC 
to Spain in June to play 
in the Catalan Cup. 

This competition is 
being run by Spain 
Sportive and for the first 
time they are including a 
disabled section, so this 
will be an honour to be 
the only Welsh team tak¬ 
ing part. 


NEWS Un bntf 



The PTA ladies 
get pampered! 



THE Llanilltud 
Fawr Primary 
School PTA ladies’ 
pamper night was a 
resounding success, 
as 55 ladies arrived 
last Friday, (March 
2) for a fabulous 
evening of pamper¬ 
ing and entertain¬ 
ment - all to raise 
funding for the 
school. 

The ladies were treat¬ 
ed to goody bags, beauty 
treatments at bargain 
prices, relaxation thera¬ 
pies and stalls offering 
healthy living products, 
hand-made jewellery and 
elegant home pieces. 

Entertainment was 
provided by the talented 
youngsters from the 
Stagecoach Troupe of 
Bridgend. 

On behalf of the PTA, 

Vicki McNally, said: “We 
would like yo say a huge 
thank you to everyone 
who bought tickets and 
also to the following 
local businesses that sup¬ 
ported the event. 

“These include:Co- 
operative Foods, Boots 
The Chemist in Llantwit 
Major and Bridgend, 

Lloyds Pharmacy of 

Cowbridge, TrueRelax, Health Conscious, Body 
Shop at Home, Kensei Nutrition, Pretty Things, 
Karma Beauty, the Boverton Castle, Poppy 
Interiors, Zenergy Life, Sunkissed, Tazmin O’Neil, 
Karen Louise Jewellery, Carly Gates and the 
Blacksmith’s Arms.. 


You can follow 
The GEM on 
Twitter - find us 
@gem_news 


door. 


Tax help 
for elderly 

TAX Help for Older 
People will hold an 
advice session at 
Pencoed Library on 
Tuesday, April 17. To 
book an appointment or 
to access helpline, tele¬ 
phone 0845 6013321. 
Concert for 
disabled 
2008 X-FACTOR final¬ 
ist Daniel Evans will be 
performing at a charity 
concert on April 15 in 
the Phoenix United 
Reform Chapel in 
Bridgend. 

The event will start at 
3pm and will feature 
Daniel Evans, 
Approaching Danger 
and Colours of One, and 
will also include a raffle 





HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


.MACHINERY LTD 



Terms & Conditions apply. Available only in-store at partici- I 
Honda Authorised Dealers until 02 June 2012. £75 | 

lack offer applies to selected HRG models. £100 
Cashback offer applies to selected HRX, HRH, HRD and HRS ! 
models. Subject to availability. Visit www.honda.co.uk/smile for I 
full details.*7 year warranty applies to domestic use of Core 
range models, subject to following the service schedule. 


T: 01446 771660 M: 07854 125404 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, (Between Cowbridge & Llantwit Major) www.richardcouzens.co.uk 
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‘Let’s make a stand 
against hate crime!’ 

- CALL TO LOCAL RESIDENTS 


RESIDENTS have been 
urged to stand up to hate 
crime in a new campaign 
launched recently in 
Bridgend town centre. 

Organised by the Bridgend 
Community Cohesion Group - 
made up of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, South Wales 
Police, Valleys Regional Equality 
Council, and organisations 
including Bridgend Coalition of 
Disabled People - the campaign 
aims to raise awareness of the 
issue and encourage more people 
to report hate crimes. 

Accompanying the launch is a 
new poster and leaflet featuring 
rugby star Gareth Thomas which 
explains what hate crime is, how 
it can be reported and why it is 
critical that more people speak 
out. 


Simon Green, chairman of the 
Bridgend Coalition of Disabled 
People, said: “I have been a vic¬ 
tim of disability related harass¬ 
ment myself so I understand the 
importance of this campaign. 

“We hope to let people know 
they don’t have to suffer in 
silence and if you’re a victim of a 
hate crime, whether that’s due to 
your race, sexual orientation, dis¬ 
ability or gender reassignment 
you don’t have to accept it. 

“The response from shoppers 
has been really good. One woman 
told me her partner has suffered 
years of racial abuse because of 
his nationality, but they didn’t 
know they could report this. I also 
explained she could do this on his 
behalf. It’s about spreading the 
word.” 

Coun David Sage, the Deputy 
Leader of Bridgend County 


Borough Council and the coun¬ 
cil’s equalities champion, added: 
“The council and its partners are 
pleased to be part of such a posi¬ 
tive campaign of action. 

“Anyone can report a hate 
crime, even if they are not the vic¬ 
tim. This includes hate crimes 
committed over the telephone, via 
social media, email, texts, verbal 
harassment or graffiti. 

“We will not tolerate hate 
crime in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough and we are proud to take this 
stand against those criminals who 
abuse people because of their 
race, religion, disability or sexual 
orientation.” 

For more information about 
the Bridgend Community 
Cohesion Strategy visit 
www. saferbridgend. org. uk 


Porthcawl Lions 9 charter 
night a roaring success! 



District governor Laurence Pearce with 
Porthcawl Town Mayor Coun Barbara Stubbs 
and Porthcawl Lion President Joan Cosson. 

(Photos by JOHN COSSON). 



District governor Laurence Pearce awarding 
Lion Stephen Simmonds with his certificate. 


PORTHCAWL 
Lions’ 32nd annual 
charter night was a 
resounding success 
as members and 
guests from Lions 
clubs near and far 
gathered at The 
Atlantic Hotel to 
celebrate. 

The occasion was also 
attended by the Mayor 
of Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs and her 
consort Bill Stubbs. 

They enjoyed an excel¬ 
lent meal, followed by 
speeches and dancing. 

Lions’ president Joan 
Cosson, from the host 
club, proposing the toast 
to all Lions’ Clubs, 
spoke of the success of 
Porthcawl over the past 
32 years and its plans for 
the future, including the 
car boot sales at The 
Rest, book sales at The 
Seabank Hotel, the May 
Layre - to be held this 
year in All Saints 
Church grounds and the 
golf day in June, at The 
Grove. 


District governor 
Laurence Pearce, 
responding to the toast, 
told of initiatives world¬ 
wide, including supply¬ 
ing over three million 
doses of measles vac¬ 
cines to eradicate this 
potentially fatal disease. 

He also presented cer¬ 
tificates to Lions 
Stephen Simmonds, Jeff 
Davies, Jackie Warren 
and John Moore for out¬ 
standing work within the 
organisation. 

Vice-president Carole 
Roberts proposed the 
toast to guests and 
thanked The Atlantic and 
all who had worked to 
make the evening a suc¬ 
cess. 

In response, the 
Mayor of Porthcawl 
praised the local Lions’ 
Club for its work and 
success in raising money 
for various charities. 

Paul Pielding, who 
sponsors the annual fun 
run, presented the club 
with a cheque and then it 
was time to work off the 
excesses of the evening 
on the dance floor! 


Classic 

T 


Providing quality 
Conservatories, 
Windows & Doors 
since 1994 , 


Installing double gazing 
or a conservatory?... 

w fcpai H fc rtmai mg acmq 



01656349511 


To Find Yo* local DC COS 
Accwdlttd In ttaNt Call 

0845 053 8975 

tmnail4c.cfe.cc.i4' 




PICTURED (above) left to right, are: Emma-Louise Maher (Community Safety and 
Welfare Officer) PC Paul Evans (Hate Crimes Support Officer) SWP mascot, ‘Billy Blue’, 
Simon Green (chairman of the Bridgend Coalition of Disabled People) BCBC Deputy 
Leader Coun David Sage and Lee Jukes (Bridge FM). 


vuelmg 


FLY FROM CARDIFF 
TO BARCELONA 
ALICANTE 
OR PALMA! 


II 


FROM 

£ 29 " 
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stop flying, start VUelmg 

Cardiff airportlj 
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NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns of 
The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. I am very approachable and will 
endeavour to include every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 E-Mail: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Railway 

enthusiasts 

ON March 24 at 
10.15am-10.30am a 
special train will arrive 
at Tondu and travel to 
west Wales using the 
branch line past the 
Fountain Restaurant, 
Aberkenfig. 

The train will have 
two class 37 engines 
pulling it. The class 37 
engine was produced as 
part of the British Rail 
modernisation plan by 
English Electric Ltd 
with diesel electric 
drives. 

42 class 37 locomotives 
were first ordered in 

1959, the first being 
delivered in November 

1960, with the last of 
this batch completed by 
mid 1962. Initially these 
locomotives were used 
on British Rail Eastern 
Region. 

Maesteg 

Operatic 

Society 

MAESTEG Operatic 
Society is planning to 
produce a pantomime 
in November at 
Maesteg town hall, 
based on the story of 
Cinderella, and the 
society is looking for 
persons aged 16 and 
over to act as the prin¬ 
cipal characters. 

It is intended that 
auditions for these parts 
will be held in St 
Michaels and All Angels 
church in Maesteg on 
Saturday, April 14 from 
12noon onwards. 

If any readers are 
interested, contact Sarah 
Thomas on 07922 
218462. 

Cancer 

Research 

THE charity members 
are holding a fundrais¬ 
ing quiz at Maesteg 
Harlequins RFC, 
Talbot Street, Maesteg 
on March 22 starting 
at 8pm. 

Everyone is welcome 
to help raise money for 
this worthwhile cause. 
Entry is £2.50 per per¬ 
son and teams of up to 
five will take part. 

The winning team 
will receive a prize for 
each person and perpet¬ 
ual memorial trophies 
will be awarded for first, 
second, third and last 
place. 

Maesteg 

Gleemen 

THE choir is holding 
its annual concert on 
Friday, March 23, at 
7pm in Maesteg Town 
Hall. The concert will 
have three guest 
artists, one of whom is 
Rhiannon Owen, an 
ex-pupil of Porthcawl 
Comprehensive school, 
where she enjoyed 
learning to sing under 
the guidance of the 
head of music, Linda 
Coombes and teacher 
Patrick Wheatley. 

At 16 years of age, 
she first entered the 


Bridgend young singer 
of the year competition 
senior section in 2006 in 
which she reached the 
finals, accomplishing 
the same in 2007. 

In 2008 she accompa¬ 
nied the Maesteg 
Gleemen on its 50th 
anniversary tour of 
Canada and America. 

Rhiannon has per¬ 
formed with the 
Bridgend Youth Theatre 
and featured in the title 
role of Iolanthe in the 
2008 open air festival 
with the Moonlight the¬ 
atre. 

In 2009 she was 
selected by the Welsh 
National Youth Opera to 
perform in its produc¬ 
tion of Sweeney Todd. In 
the same year she won 
the ‘Bridgend’s got 
Talent’ competition. 

Rhiannon studied 
music at Cardiff 
University School of 
Music between 2007 
and 2010, studying 
vocal with Jeremy Huw 
Williams and graduated 
with a BMus (Hons) 
degree. She then went to 
the University of Wales 
Institute to gain the 
PGCE qualification and 
qualified at teacher sta¬ 
tus in 2011 to achieve 
her ambition of becom¬ 
ing a secondary school 
teacher and is currently 
at Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School. 

Rhiannon has sung 
with the Cardiff 
University Chamber 
Choir and Swansea 
Bach choir under their 
musical director John 
Huw Thomas OBE. 

Tickets can be 
obtained from any choir 
member, or John on 
01656 735007; also 

from Maesteg town hall 
box office from tomor¬ 
row, Friday, March 16. 

The choir rehearses in 
the Royal British Legion 
Club, Commercial 
Street, Maesteg on 
Monday and Thursday 
evenings and regularly 
has visitors who come 
along to enjoy the 
music. 

School 

eisteddfod 

AN eisteddfod is being 
held in Treorchy 
Primary School on 
Saturday, June 30, and 
the closing date for 
entries is April 30. It is 
open to all children in 
the following school 
years up to 18+, years 2 
and 3, 4 and 5, 6 and 7, 
8 and 9, 10 and 11 and 
12 and 13. 

There are a number of 
classes for both vocal 
and various musical 
instruments. The vocal 
has five competitive 
classes as follows: 

a) Any sacred or secu¬ 
lar song excluding those 
in films or shows. 

b) Traditional/folk 
song in any language. 

c) Songs from shows 
or films excluding any 
written by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. 


d) Songs from shows 
by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. 

e) Recital two con¬ 
trasting songs 

(Baroque/Romantic/ 
Modern periods). 

The Brass has four 
competitive classes as 
follows: 

a) Slow melody with 
or without accompani¬ 
ment. 

b) ‘Air Varie’ 

c) Quartet 

d) New class from a 
graded exam with or 
without accompaniment. 

The piano and instru¬ 
mental has five competi¬ 
tive classes: 

a) A piece from the 
Baroque period. 

b) A piece from the 
Romantic period. 

c) A piece from the 
Classical period. 

d) A piece from the 
Modern era. 

e) Recital any two 
contrasting pieces. 

Carer’s Centre 

BRIDGEND Carer’s 
Centre at 87 Park 
Street, Bridgend (tele¬ 
phone 01656 658479), 
provides information 
and is a social centre 
for people who look 
after their parents, dis¬ 
abled children, friends 
or neighbours. 

On March 19 and 26, 
there will be the book 
Cwtch between 1pm and 
2pm. 

On March 20 and 27 
between 10.30am to 12 
noon there will be a 
meeting of the Health 
and Wellbeing group. 

On March 20, the 
REVIVE group, discuss 
carers problems. 

On March 21, 
Howells solicitors will 
give advice on legal 
issues affecting carers 
between 10am to 12pm. 
Please book an appoint¬ 
ment on 01656 658479. 

On March 22, ‘Body 
Blitz’ exercise class 
between 1.30pm and 
2.30pm with fully qual¬ 
ified instructor Darija. 

Tondu 

primary 

school 

MRS Susan Pilsher, 
the headteacher, has 
thanked parents for 
their support and com¬ 
plimented the high 
quality of exhibits for 
the St David’s day 
competitions. The stan¬ 
dard of work submit¬ 
ted exceeded expecta¬ 
tions and the following 
children are to be con¬ 
gratulated. 

Nursery and 

Reception: Writing and 
Art - First, Tyler Phillip; 
Second, Tia Richards; 
Third, Noah Barry; 
Highly Commended, 
Tom Joyson. 

Photography - First, 
Kacey Floyd; Second, 
Imogen Merrett; Third, 
Carwyn Barry. 

Recipe - First, Ella 
Williams; Second, 
Logan Hubbard; Third, 
Imogen Merrett. 


W 


1 


hi/li 


ABOVE: Debbie Lewis and daughter with 
Eira Paskin, the musical director. 


ABOVE: 
Soprano Megan 
Eleri Griffiths. 


Cookery - First, 
Fabian Tapner. 

Year 1: Writing and 
Art - First, Tanveer 
Samra; Second, Amelia 
and Oliva Webb; Highly 
Commended, Olivia 
Herbert. 

Photography - First, 
Lucas Bryant; Second, 
Maddie Rose; Third, 
Jamie Coombs. 

Recipe - First, 
Amelia Webb; Second, 
Olivia Webb; Third, 
Holly Lewis. 

Cookery - First, 
Holly Lewis. 

Year 2: Writing and 
Art - First, Keira Hill; 
Second, Brook 

Hawkins; Third, Tyler 
Richards; Highly 

Commended, Dylan 
Evans and Iestyn Ellis. 

Photography - First, 
Benji Lock; Second, 
Millie Hatt; Third, Harri 
Gould; Highly 

Commended, Keira Hill 
and Molly Price. 

Recipe - First, Tegan 
Chambers; Second, 
Keira Hill; Third, Ben 
Fisher; Highly 

Commended, Harry 
Gould. 

Cookery - First, 
Keira Hill; Second, 
Benji Lock and Molly 
Price; Highly 

Commended, Cleo 
Tamner and Tia Leon. 

Year 3: Writing and 
Art - First, Leianna 
Darkes; Second, Eeva 
Salo; Third, Lauren 
Davies. 

Photography - First, 
Eevo Salo; Second, 
Caleb Lake; Third, My a 
Fahey. 

Recipe - First, Iwan 
Griffiths; Second, Eeva 
Salo; Third, Lola 
Brown. 

Cookery - First, Eeva 
Salo; Second, Leianna 
Darkes. 

Year 4: Writing and 
Art - First, Shannon 
Evans and Olivery Hatt; 
Second, Kai Hughes; 
Third, Tom Howells; 
Highly Commended, 
Brydie Jones, Dionne 
Tapner and Siobhan 
Cundle. 

Photography - First, 
Shannon Evans; Second, 
Oliver Hatt; Third, 
Conor Crewe. 

Recipe - First, Jacob 
Hale; Second, Shannon 
Evans; Third, Dionne 
Tapner; Highly 

Commended, Tom 
Howells. 

Cookery - First, 
Jacob Hale; Second, 
Dionne Tapner. 

Year 5: Writing and 
Art - First, Lowri 
Chambers; Second, 
Rebecca Evans; Third, 



ABOVE: Americans having the Welsh 
translated by Huw Irranca-Davies MP. 



ABOVE: Choir soloists Phil Davies (left) 
and John Jones. 


Anesha Hopkins; Highly 
Commended, Cameron 
Shears. 

Photography - First, 
Amy Thomas; Second, 
Sian Kinsman; Third, 
Rhys Gingell. 

Recipe - First, Sian 
Kinsman; Second, 
Lowri Chambers; Third, 
Sophie Andrews; Highly 
Commended, Anesha 
Hopkins. 

Cookery - First, 
Anesha Hopkins. 

Year 6: Writing and 
Art - First, Bethan 
Jimson; Second, Sam 
Hatt; Third, Morgan 
Owen-Evans; Highly 
Commended, Alex 
Smith. 

Photography - First, 
Cian Thacker; Second, 
Sam Hatt; Third, Jack 
Bailey; Highly 

Commended, Daniel 
Thomas. 

Recipe - First, 
Rhiannon Haines; 
Second, Alex Smith; 
Third, Loren Taylor. 

Christian 

Aid 

IN support of the char¬ 
ity, members of 
Aberkenfig and 

District churches are 
organising a ‘Hunger’ 
lunch consisting of a 


bowl of soup, bread 
and a Welsh cake, 
which will be provided 
to everyone at St 
John’s Church, 

Aberkenfig on 

Saturday, March 17 
between 12 noon and 
1.15pm. The lunch 
costs £2.50 and all 
money raised will be 
donated to the charity. 

Coffee 

morning 

MEMBERS of St 
Tyfodwg Church, 
Glynogwr, are holding a 
coffee morning includ¬ 
ing the sale of home 
baked cakes etc on 
Saturday, March 17 
between 11am and 3pm 
- everyone is welcome to 
go along and enjoy the 
goodies. 

Cawl a Chan 

I WOULD like to apol¬ 
ogise to Vyron Evans, 
the chair of Ogmore 
Valley male voice choir, 
who introduced every¬ 
one at the beginning of 
the concert not Coun 
Clive Davies, as pub¬ 
lished last week. The 
concert was a huge 
success and a sell-out 
with extra seating hav¬ 
ing to be placed in a 
rear corner. 


Thursday, March 15th, 2012 


ST CLARE’S 
MUSICAL IN 
HIGH DEMAND 



The live band, made of pupils from St 
Clare’s School, rehearse some numbers 
for Centuries of Sound. 


PERFORMERS in 
Centuries of Sound - 
the musical being 
written, produced and 
performed by enter¬ 
prising pupils at St 
Clare’s Senior School 
in Porthcawl, are 
looking forward to 
strutting their stuff on 
stage in front of local 
primary school chil¬ 
dren. 

The pupils have 
had to put on extra 
matinee shows in 
response to a high 
demand for tickets 
from West Park, 
Tondu, Newton and 


Pyle Primaries as well 
as the three planned 
evening performanc¬ 
es! 

The audience will 
be delighted to hear 
tunes by Madonna, 
Paul Weller, the Spice 
Girls, and Elbe 
Goulding accompa¬ 
nied by a live band, 
set within an intrigu¬ 
ing storyline that fol¬ 
lows the time-travel- 
ling ‘Doctor When’. 
Other artists are also 
accompanied by tra¬ 
ditional orchestral 
instruments 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “ Tynewydd ”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Fundraising 

event 

ONCE again, the 
beautiful Ewenny 
Priory was the 
venue for a concert 
in aid of funds for 
this year’s National 
Eisteddfod at 
Llandow. 

The concert proved to 
be a great success, 
although a little disap¬ 
pointing, as the three 
tenors were unable to 
take part due to illness. 

Their place was taken 
by a singer and accom¬ 
panist from the Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama. Following their 
success at a previous 
concert at the Priory, 
Llangan Primary School 
children were again 
invited to take part. 

They sang four songs; 
‘All Through The 
Night’, soloist Charlotte 
Tudor sang ‘Y Ddraig 
Goch’, and ‘Little Welsh 
Home’, and Ella Niman 
Board sang ‘The Ash 
Grove’. 

The success of these 
young children is due to 
the dedication of head¬ 
teacher Mary Noyes, and 
the teachers who give so 
much of their time with 
after-school activities. 

Vestry club 
THE next meeting 
of Saron Vestry 
Club will take place 
on March 21 at 
7pm when, hopeful¬ 
ly, there will be an 
improvement in the 
weather to allow 
the more senior 


members to attend. 

Media talk 
6 LIFE in the media ’ 
will be the theme by 
TV couple Lucy and 
Rhodri Owen when 
they speak in the St 
Canna’s vestry on 
March 21 at 7.30pm. 
Gymanfa Ganu 
THE popular 
Gymanfa Ganu will 
take place in Saron 
Chapel on Sunday 
March 25 - 
entrance by pro¬ 
gramme (adults £7; 
children and senior 
citizens £5). 

Choir from 

Cowbridge with soloist 
Megan Morris (harp) at 
6.30pm. Tickets avail¬ 
able from Mary Crandon 
(01656 861933) or Jill 
Ham (01656 663693). 
Enj'oy a flutter 
ONCE again Treoes 
Hall will be the 
venue for yet anoth¬ 
er fundraising event 
on March 31. 

Enjoy a flutter on the 
horses, or just listen to 
the singer Mel Stevens! 
The fun will begin at 
7.30pm and all proceeds 
will be donated to Saron 
Chapel (tickets £5). 

Diary date 
HOGAROC at 
Penllyn Court 
Farm, Penllyn, on 
Saturday May 19. 
Further informa¬ 
tion from Mary 
Crandon (01656 
861933). 
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Man in court 
over £26,000 
benefit claim 


AN Ogmore-by-Sea 
ex-businessman 
received benefits of 
almost £26,000 
from the 

Department of 
Work and Pensions 
that he was not 
entitled to, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

David Vale- 

Simmonds (67), a man 
with no previous con¬ 
victions, of Marine 
Walk, had been found 
guilty of two charges of 
failing to notify a 
change of circum¬ 
stances. 

After being remand¬ 
ed in the cells for three 
hours, he was sen¬ 
tenced to six months’ 
imprisonment, sus¬ 
pended for two years, 
and made subject to 
two years’ supervision 
order. 

He was also ordered 
to observe a three- 
month curfew from 
8pm to 7am and to be 
electronically tagged. 


REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 


Judge David Wynn 
Morgan said that he 
believed the defendant 
was “thoroughly dis¬ 
honest”. 

He said that when he 
gave evidence during 
his trial, he came out 
with “a lot of non¬ 
sense”. 

He pointed out that 
Vale-Simmonds had 
bought a brand new 
Jeep and an expensive 
dog. 

The jury, said the 
judge, had seen 
through Vale- 

Simmond’s bluff, blus¬ 
ter and deceit. 

He added: “£25,000 
of law-abiding tax pay¬ 
ers’ money was paid to 
you. 

“You will have to 
face up to the fact that 
you have been convict¬ 
ed of serious offences 
and you have lost your 
good character.” 

Prosecutor Hoa Diel 
said that Vale- 


Simmonds had been 
receiving benefits, but 
had failed to notify a 
change of circum¬ 
stances. 

It turned out he was 
in receipt of two pri¬ 
vate pensions and in 
addition, had capital 
by way of a divorce set¬ 
tlement. He estimated 
that there had been an 
overpayment to Vale- 
Simmonds of £25,951. 

His barrister, Heath 
Edwards, said his 
client had been suffer¬ 
ing depression. In the 
past, he said, he had 
led a positive and con¬ 
structive, though diffi¬ 
cult, life. 

He added: “When 
he fell into this offend¬ 
ing, he was at a low 
ebb. He had lost his 
business, his home and 
his family. 

“When the divorce 
settlement came 

through, he should 
have been straight with 
the Department of 
Work and Pensions. 

“Apart from buying 
some frivolous items, 
the money went to pay 
a debt, and he didn’t 
live a life of significant 
luxury.” 

Initially, said Mr 
Edwards, the granting 
of state benefits had 
been legitimate. Sadly, 
he failed to inform the 
authorities of changes. 

“He feels he has a 
duty to repay all the 
money he unlawfully 
obtained.” 


Eisteddfod fundraiser 

AN Eisteddfod fundraising event, organised by 
Quest Hair Salon, will include a spicy curry 
evening on Wednesday, April 18 (7.30pm) at 
Jaipur Indian Restaurant, East Street, Llantwit 
Major. 

Choice of menu, £16 per person; tickets and 
further information from Jackie or Melissa at 
Quest, East Street, Llantwit Major. 

Call 01446 793563 or call in during opening 
times. 



Extra ‘wing’ for Bettws Flying Start 



ABOVE: The Mayor Coun Chris Michaelides and his wife Felicity, 
along with Janice Gregory AM, Couns Alana Davies and Huw David, 
and children from Bettws. 


THE Flying Start programme in Bettws is 
set to benefit from extended facilities at its 
base in Bettws Primary School. 

The new family room at Bettws will be used 
to provide a drop-in service and courses, as well 
as services, including speech and language ther¬ 
apy and counselling, aimed at helping parents 
and their children. 

Flying Start is a Welsh Government-funded 
initiative which aims to make a difference to the 
life chances of children under four. It supports 
children’s development, health and well being 
by working with parents and other professionals 
in a supportive partnership. This follows news 
earlier this year that the scheme has been 
extended to include children and their families 
in additional streets of North Comelly and Pyle. 

Coun Alana Davies, cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, said: “Flying Start 
offers fantastic support to local families and I 
am pleased to see this new facility at Bettws, 
which will allow even more children in the 
community to access the scheme. 

“Over the next three years, the programme is 
set to double in size - eventually giving over 
1,400 children across the county borough the 
chance to learn and develop through the pro¬ 
gramme.” 


free 
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Mayor’s Citizenship Award 
winners are announced 


WINNERS of the 
Mayor’s Citizenship 
Awards 2012 have 
been announced 
during a ceremony 
in the council cham¬ 
ber at the Civic 
Offices, Bridgend. 

Individuals and groups 
were recognised for out¬ 
standing voluntary and 
charitable work and were 
each presented with a 
certificate. 

The Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Coun Chris 
Michaelides, said: “Each 
year, we receive out¬ 
standing nominations for 
the Mayor’s Citizenship 
Awards, for individuals 
and groups of people 
making a real difference 
within their communi¬ 
ties. 

“This year was no dif¬ 
ferent, and we had an 
even greater number of 
nominations than ever 
before - all of an excep¬ 
tional standard.” 

Deputy Mayor, Coun 
Marlene Thomas, who 
presented the awards on 
behalf of the Mayor 
alongside council leader 
Coun Mel Nott, said: “It 


was an absolute pleasure 
to hear about the people 
really going the extra 
mile for the area they live 
in and I am pleased that 
these awards exist to give 
them the recognition that 
they deserve. 

Congratulations to each 
and every one.” 

Coun Mel Nott added: 
“It is always an honour to 
represent the county bor¬ 
ough of Bridgend at the 
Mayor’s Citizenship 

Awards. This year’s win¬ 
ners have all made such a 
positive impact and I feel 
confident that their 
efforts will inspire others 
to follow in their foot¬ 
steps.” 

The winners 

Tracy Birch: Awarded 
for her work with the 
Cefn Cribwr Garden 
Club; organising events, 
raising funds and helping 
the club to go from 
strength to strength. 

Wyn Davies: Awarded 
for working tirelessly to 
put the Garw Valley on 
the map; from introduc¬ 
ing the Plant! scheme to 
the valley and his work 
on the upcoming devel¬ 
opment of the mountain 
bike trail in Blaengarw. 


Kay Gamble: Awarded 
for providing accommo¬ 
dation for young people 
under the Supported 
Lodgings Scheme for 
nearly ten years, support¬ 
ing them in making the 
transition to adulthood 
and living independently. 
Vic Gilbert: Awarded for 
his work within various 
organisations within the 
Llynfi Valley; acting for 
the needs of the elderly, 
especially veterans of the 
armed forces, and his 
efforts to raise over 
£10,000 for charity. 

Anne Hawkins: 

Awarded for using her 
spare time to raise in 
excess of £60,000 for 
Multiple Sclerosis 
research by organising 
numerous charity events. 
Michael Hughes: 
Awarded for going above 
and beyond his duties as 
a bus driver and making a 
significant contribution 
to the lives of the travel¬ 
ling public in Bridgend 
County Borough for the 
past 48 years. 

Marion Hyde: Awarded 
for actively volunteering 
in her community for 
many years; including 
the Cornelly Luncheon 


summing 
World because- 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 


Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen - 01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 


TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street 
Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen - 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Cardiff - 6.00pm 
All Welcome 
8.00pm MEN ONLY 

Rob - 07708 941279 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 



THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708 941279 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Nia - 07793 885581 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 7.30pm 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Rob - 07708 941279 


0844 897 8000 

www. si rnmngwortd .oom w |j 
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Club three times a week 
and involvement with 
Communities First. 

Alun Hodges: Awarded 
for his work with the 
Maesteg Gleemen male 
voice choir; helping them 
to raise thousands of 
pounds for charity and 
his sporting achieve¬ 
ments in bowling. 

Angela James: Awarded 
for her hard work to set 
up The Bridge Mentoring 
Plus scheme to support 
young offenders when 
leaving prison and help 
them to achieve a more 
positive future. 

Diane Jenkins: Awarded 
for her work as a carer 
for the Family Link 
scheme since 2003; to 
provide opportunities for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with physical or 
learning disabilities to try 
new activities and expe¬ 
riences. 

Dennis Jones: Awarded 
for his voluntary work as 
an adviser with the 
Citizens Advice Bureau; 
advising clients, and 
offering moral support 
and guidance above and 
beyond his volunteer 
duties. 

Gwyn Lloyd: Awarded 
for his work as coach and 
long-standing committee 
member of Pontycymer 
RFC, three decades as a 
member of the 
Pontycymer Allotment 
Society and for volun¬ 
teering at Pontycymer 
Nursery, helping them to 
achieve their third green 
flag award. 

Merlin Maddock MBE: 

Awarded for being an 
active charity worker for 
many years, as well as 



being one of the founder 
members of the Garw 
Valley Forum and doing 
much to promote local 
tourism. 

Gerald Manners: 

Awarded for his dedica¬ 
tion within the communi¬ 
ty both as a volunteer 
street pastor and for his 
commitment as manager 
of Bridgend Foodbank. 
Roger Marsh: Awarded 
for his dedicated work to 
raise funds for a variety 
of community projects in 
Wildmill and his roles as 
Chair of the Wildmill 
Community Life Centre 
and Treasurer of the 
Wildmill Tenants and 
Residents Association. 
John Mills: 

Posthumously awarded 
for his work as founder 
of the Bridgend 
Involvement Group 

(BIG) which supports 
those in need of sub¬ 
stance misuse support. 
Thanks to John, BIG is 
still going strong nearly a 
year after his death. 
Chris Morgan: Awarded 
for his dedicated work to 
research, obtain funding 
and drive forward the 
development of the BMX 
track in Caerau. 


Rob’s quest to lose 
shedloads of pounds! 

IN October last year, Rob Phillips opened 
his first Slimming World group at the 
Copthorne Hotel and within five months 
he had helped members lose more than 
1,000 lbs! 

He is now taking over the two groups in Cowbridge. 

Rob first joined Shmming World seven years ago. He 
went along to his 

local Slimming World group to support his friend Pearl. 

He discovered he weighed 19 stone, but went on to lose 
five stone. He also kept the weight off. 

If you would like to find out more about joining Rob’s 
groups in Cowbridge please contact him on 07708 941279. 


Support 
your local 
businesses 

l» »S) pjf 

The Glamorgan 

(BffiRfl 


Patricia Parry: Awarded 
for her hard work for 
local charities since retir¬ 
ing as a local GP in 
Porthcawl, as well as her 
role as Chair of Bridgend 
County Crossroads for 
the past ten years. 

Alan Pearson: Awarded 
for his fundraising efforts 
and work with a number 
of voluntary groups over 
many years; including 
Sandville, Maesteg 
Royal British Legion and 
as Chair of the Maesteg 
Community Gardens 
project. 

Mai Reeves: Awarded 
for his work as a commu¬ 
nity volunteer for 
decades, as chair of the 
Llynfi Valley Forum for 
many years and as chair 
of B AVO for the past ten 
years. 

Diane Spanswick: 

Awarded for her volun¬ 
tary work in Cornelly, 
including involvement 
with Communities First, 
Afon y Felin Primary 
School and managing the 
Cornelly Community 
Centre. 

Sue Whitaker: Awarded 
for her work as a volun¬ 
teer trustee of BAVO for 
over 11 years, helping the 
organisation go from 
strength to strength and 
access significant fund¬ 


ing for local groups. 
Carol Williams: 

Awarded for her efforts 
to raise money for local 
charities and, in her role 
as manager of the local 
Post Office, to encourage 
quality customer service 
for members of the com¬ 
munity. 

GROUP 

AWARDS: 

Bryn Jones, Peter 
Boast, Paul Derrick, 
Derek Woodhouse and 
Tony Cox: Awarded for 
their work for many 
years as volunteers at the 
Afan Argoed Miners’ 
Museum, providing 
information to visitors 
and sourcing funding to 
improve and maintain the 
site. 

Celtic Youth Sports 
Clubs: Awarded for 
jointly encouraging and 
developing the sporting 
potential of young people 
in the community, 
through the Maesteg 
Celtic RFC, Maesteg 
Celtic Bowls and 
Maesteg Celtic Cricket 
Club. 

The Knitting Nanas: 

Awarded for collectively 
spending over 3,000 
hours per year volunteer¬ 
ing with numerous com¬ 
munity groups, raising 
significant funds for 


charity and working 
closely with local 
schools; as well as shar¬ 
ing their knitting and 
cooking skills with visi¬ 
tors from all over the 
world. 

Kenfig Hill Male Voice 
Choir: Awarded for 
being ambassadors for 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, overseas and closer 
to home, for over 40 
years. Also, thanks to 
their work to establish a 
youth and a children’s 
choir, this is now 
believed to be the only 
choir in Wales that offers 
the opportunity to sing 
for ages 8 to 80 plus. 
Maesteg Animal 

Welfare Society: 

Awarded for its animal 
welfare work since 1985 
to provide the Llynfi 
Valley with help to re¬ 
home dogs and cats, care 
for them and raise funds 
through the MAWS char¬ 
ity shop. 

Clive and Marlene 
Richards: Awarded for 
the positive changes they 
have made to the lives of 
children they foster, 
encouraging them to 
become a part of their 
village community and 
helping them to thrive 
and grow in a happy fam¬ 
ily environment 



Supply Teaching Agency 
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20% OFF 

AND 2 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

ON AFFORDABLE QUALITY FURNITURE AND CARPETS 

from a family business with over 40 years experience 


OVER 200 THREE PIECE SUITES ON DISPLAY - ALSO AVAILABLE, OFFERS ON- 



Europa 

WAS £499.95 


20% off 

everything 
> and 
{ interest 
free 
I credit 

Y* GALLERY 



Chairs 

Many models and 
sizes available in 
fabric or leather 
from all leading 
manufacturers 


Specialist chairs also available 
for those over 20 stones 

Sherbourne single motor lift 
and rise reclining chair only 

1499.95 

Dual motors available 
at only£669.95 



MUCH, MUCH MORE - BEDS, BEDROOMS DINING. OCCASIONAL CANE CARPETS. 

Quality and Value for your home... 



IHli 

OAK DINING SETS 


Large solid oak 
dining sets to seat 12 



CARPETS FOR LESS 

We will not he beaten on price 

Twists from rA—*. *rtm©n* 
£7.99 sq m ■ 


lr Cowrfertdg*. 

CF7I 7PA 


THE PROVENCE THE METRO 

Solid oak extending table and six chairs Oak extending table and six chairs 
was £2799.96 Now only £1399.95 was £1399.95 Now only £599.95 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Valeways 

walks 

SUNDAY, March 11 at 
2pm, ‘Parks Walks’, 
starting at Penarth 
Cliff Top car park. 

Tuesday, March 13 at 
1.30pm, ‘Views Across 
the Vale’, starting at the 
car park, Walston Castle, 
Wenvoe. 

Lib Dem 
advice 

WELSH Lib Dem AM 
for South Wales West, 
Peter Black, will be 
holding an advice sur¬ 
gery on Friday, March 
16 in Pyle Life Centre, 
Bridgend from 2pm to 
3pm. 

No appointment is 
necessary. 


Barry surgery 

COUNS Charles, 
Hampton and Williams 
of Illtyd ward will be 
holding a surgery on 
March 17 at the Cwm 
Talwg Community 
Centre between 10am- 
12 pm. No appoint¬ 
ments necessary. 

Cowbridge 

surgery 

COUNCILLORS Geoff 
Cox and Hunter 
Jarvie, Vale Council 
Cowbridge ward mem¬ 
bers, will be holding a 
surgery on Saturday 
March 17 from 11am 
to 12.30pm in the 
Robing Room of 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 
Appointments are not 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D713. 

• £2,000: 124852. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£6,000, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 6 5 4 2 0 5, 
110425,617685, 104042, 
890309,705773,731252, 
247128,497285,700762, 
438661,599983,411855, 
595015,351921,399467, 
860253,719803,300776, 
382511. 

• £5: 771989, 

937664,214128, 265487, 
536203,302248, 594155, 
858185,442420,480774, 


860279,482403, 661024, 
615245,677451,608013, 
538189,734196, 502500, 
738539,159540,456994, 
203082,405609,632485, 
672126,673878,419893, 
693145,829337,310794, 
752707,675154,619901, 
833869,153200,139722, 
802574,469498,313850, 
678852,638355, 377461, 
884909,551710, 528064, 
172327,254129, 655736, 
199556,466995,519167, 
500700,552197,487140, 
258028,819284, 879120, 
678802, 621726. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 
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LIVE RUGBY SHOWN 
ON HD BIG SCREEN: 
Saturday 17th March 

Wales v France 

Free food served at half time 


Every Friday & Saturday 
plus Bingo 


Saturday, 17th March 

St Patrick’s Night 

GUINNESS PROMOTION 

£2 A PINT 
Irish themed Fancy Dress 
Prizes for best dressed 

Jeff Scott (Male Vocalist) 

FREE ENTRY - Starts 9pm 


A 


* 
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CAR BOOT SALE 

Starting Sunday 18th March 
EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


necessary. 

Mothering 

Sunday 

ALL SAINT’S Church 
in Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is holding a 
special Mothering 
Sunday service this 
Sunday, March 18 at 
10am. 

There will be a chil¬ 
dren’s activity session 
plus creche facilities for 
under-3s. Flowers are 
presented to all the 
ladies and refreshments 
served after the service. 
All welcome. 

Councillors’ 
surgery 
COURT ward council¬ 
lor Richard Bertin and 
the Court First 
Independent team will 
be holding a surgery 
with free coffee and 
Welsh cake at the 
Scout Hall, Everard 
Street, Barry on 
Saturday March 17 
from 12 noon-lpm. No 
appointment is neces¬ 
sary. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Art society 

ON March 22, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
welcomes Cardiff artist 
Jane Gagg, who will 
lead a practical paint¬ 
ing session. 

Members are asked to 
bring along a photo or 
drawing of a church or 
old building, pens and 
watercolours. Jane has 
been a regular visitor to 
the society for many. 

The society meets at 
the Old Hall, High 
Street, Cowbridge 
(7pm- 9pm) and visitors 
are welcome. For further 
details, see www.the- 
cowbridgeartsociety.com 

Coalition 

AGM 

BRIDGEND Coalition 
Against Racism holds 
its 12th annual general 
meeting at 7.30pm on 
Thursday, March 22 
when the guest speak¬ 
ers are Rez Jamal and 
Darren Ralph from the 
Valleys Regional 


Equalities Council 
(VALREC). 

It will be held at 
Quaker Meeting House, 
87 Park Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4AZ. 
All are welcome. 

Big Screen 

BIG Screen’s next 
presentation is The 
Help (cert. 12A) which 
will be shown on 
Thursday March 22 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

A young aspiring 
writer returns to the 
Mississippi, determined 
to write about the expe¬ 
riences of the African 
American maids who 
work for the local, 
prominent, white fami¬ 
lies at a time when the 
Civil Rights movement 
is growing in the 1960s. 

Despite difficulties, 
many black women are 
soon coming forward to 
tell their stories, leading 
to tensions between the 
two communities. 

Octavia Spencer won 
a BAFTA and an Oscar 
recently as the ‘best 
actress in a supporting 
role’. 

This is a long film 
(146 mins) finishing 
after 10.15pm, so tere 
will be a longer interval 
than usual. 

History 

‘tasters’ 

FRIENDS of Barry 
History invite the pub¬ 
lic to the Philip John 
Room at the Barry 
Library on Thursday, 
March 22 from 6pm- 
7.30pm for a short 


series of brief (20 min¬ 
utes each) ‘taster 
talks’. 

Speakers are Aldon 
Grisdale, ‘Barry, Before 
the Docks’; Alun 
Robertson, ‘World War 
One and Barry’; John 
Chucas, ‘The Bells and 
Smells of Barry’, and 
Glenn Booker, ‘The 
Americans in Barry in 
World War Two’. 

Iolo talk 

JIM JONES, the 
Archdruid of Wales, 
will give a talk in Dinas 
Powys about the life 
and times of Iolo 
Morgannwg, on Friday 
March 23. 

Iolo Morgannwg, 
from Flemingstone in 
the Vale, was a poet, 
stonemason and literary 
fraudster, who founded 
the Gorsedd of Bards. 

The talk takes place 
in Dinas Powys Parish 
Hall at 7.30pm. It will 
be in English and will 
raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod at 
Llandow later this year. 

Contact Rosanne 
Reeves or Janie Jones 
on 029 20512896; 
janieguy2986@yahoo. co 
.uk. 

Cadoc surgery 

CADOC ward council¬ 
lors Fred Johnson, 
Anne Moore and Neil 
Moore will hold a sur¬ 
gery at tCadoxton 
Moors Community 
Centre, Barry, on 
March 24 between 
10.30am and 11.30am. 
No appointments nec¬ 
essary. 


Art and recovery 

WELSH artists are contributing to a 
unique exhibition at the Travellers 
Gallery, Barry. 

The Road to Recovery exhibition is a sequel to the 
Dibyniaeth Addiction exhibition recently held at the 
Senedd in Cardiff Bay. 

It has works by Carwyn Evans, Kathy Williams, 
Karen Jones, Aneurin Owen, and Dewi Tudur. All 
represent the journey from addiction to recovery, and 
proceeds from the sale of artworks will be shared 
between MIND in the Vale of Glamorgan and the 
Stafell Fyw Caerdydd/ Living Room Cardiff Project. 


WOMEN’S ART GOES 
ON DISPLAY 




ABOVE: 

Jane Hutt AM is 
pictured (second 
right) with organisers 
of the exhibition. 

BACKED by Welsh 
Government funding 
funding the Women’s 
Art Association and 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Artist’s talk 

ARTCENTRAL Friends will host an event on 
March 29 at the Art Central Gallery, King 
Square, Barry, when Welsh artist Sue Williams 
will give an illustrated talk on her work at 
7.30pm. 

The talk is free to Art Central Friends members 
and £2.50 to non-members. 


Wales Assembly of 
Women have organ¬ 
ised an exhibition of 
Women’s Art to cele¬ 
brate International 


Activate fayre 

PENARTH Youth Action (PYA) in partnership 
with Penarth Town Council, are planning an 
open day fayre for youth organisations in the 
Penarth area. 


Women’s Day at Art 
Central in Barry. 

They also organised 
a talk last Saturday, by 
Jo Payne about hon¬ 
our killings, which 
brought to the fore the 
extent of violence 
against women in this 
country and across the 
world. 

NEART.Y 
NF.W SAT/E 

A NEARLY new sale 
will be held on 
Saturday, March 24 
between 10am- 

11.30am at Llantwit 
Major Rugby Club, 
organised by Cylch 
Meithrin Llanilltud 
Fawr. 

There will be baby 
and children’s clothes, 
equipment, toys, 
maternity wear at bar¬ 
gain prices. 


Activate aims to raise awareness of the opportu¬ 
nities available for young people aged 11-19 on 
April 13 at the Paget Rooms. 

Contact Penarth Youth Action, penarthyouthac- 
tion@hotmail.co.uk, or telephone 02920 701254 for 
details. 


THE BEST BIUY RlltY SHBW EVERT 



GRAND PAVIUI0N 
PORTHCAWL 
FRI 23RD MAR 

01656 815 995 
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A Delightful dining experience... 
RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 

Special Lunchbox £3.50 

WEEK DAY SPECIAL 

2 courses for only Adult £1 0.95/Child £6.50 
Sample our TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 

Keep tasting ‘til you’re full! Served Sunday to Thursday 

Adults £14.50/Child £6.50 


Why not try a change of venue and cuisine this.. 

MOTHERS’ DAY 

Mothers enjoy a complimentary glass of house wine... 

Sunday 18th March 

We have maintained our popular a la carte menu and 
wish to introduce our Chef’s Special Selection. 


Private Parties Negotiable 
Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 

~ Telephone orders welcome ~ 

T: 01446 771668 F: 01446 773539 

Sun toThurs 12 - 2.30 • 5.00 - 10.30 
Fri to Sat: 12 - 2.30 • 5.00 - 11.00 

www.riverview668.co.uk 


mA 

Cabaret i ' 

WE DON’T PUT OUR 
PRICES UP FOR 
MOTHERS’DAY! 
Sunday Carverv 

Served 12 noon-4pm 

Choice of 3 meats, homemade 
roast potatoes, all fresh vegetables. 

Adults £4.95 
Children £2.95 

Booking recommended 


Awarded 5 Food Standard 
Hygiene Rating 


ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


Telephone 01446 721888 
or 07801 908353 


OPT HORNf 

HOI 11 


Proudly presents . Richie Evans 

Michael Buble Tribute 





31st March 

£25 per person 

Package includes: 

• 3 Course Meal 

• Live Tribute Act 



• Disco 

Book today to avoid disappointment 
To book contact 

Special Copthome Hotel, Cardiff 

02920 294333 


accommodation 
rates available! 


Monday to Friday 8am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 

Email: sales.cardiff@millenniumhotels.co.uk 
To be paid at time of booking 
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CARDIFF 
242 Lyon Close 
Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 
CFU 8TU 


£ 


Dreams 


Dreams 


CLEARANCE OUTLET 
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BRIDGEND 

Professionals 


INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

- Just a stone’s throw away! 


INDUSTRIAL ESTATE IS KEEPING 
LOCAL ECONOMY ON THE MOVE 


HE days 
when indus¬ 
trial estates 
were made up of 
factories or distri¬ 
bution outlets - 
and, therefore, of 
little interest to the 
general public - 
are long gone now. 

That is particularly 
true of the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, where 
the wide variety of busi¬ 
nesses plying their trade 
cover almost every sec¬ 
tor you could imagine. 

In fact, it is almost 
misleading to call it one 
estate. It is really a 
series of estates, man¬ 
aged by different estate 
managers, spread out 
over a huge area. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Drive all around the 
estate, following the 
network of link roads, 
and you could easily 
notch up about five 
miles. 

On that drive around 
the estate, you will find 
the motor sector well 
represented, with three 
main dealers, tyre spe¬ 
cialists and body repair 
shops. 

When it comes to 
your home or garden, 
the choice is vast, from 
furniture to tiling, from 
building materials to 
bedrooms, and from 
insulating material to 
turf for your lawn. 

There are high-tech 


companies such as 
Logica and Spectrum, 
and companies working 
in the education sector. 

Indeed, Bridgend 
College has its own 
technology centre on 
the estate. 

There are businesses 
based on health and fit¬ 
ness, and a nursery for 
worldng parents. There 
is even a fancy dress 
supplier tucked away 
down one road. 

Some branches of 
government have made 
their home there, with 
the NHS Local Health 
Board based on the 
estate. 

As you move to the 
administrative centre, 
the economic impor¬ 
tance of the estate is 



Bankrupt Stock Sale 



All our fabric one price... 
£2.99 + VAT per metre! 


Plus full rolls of top quality curtain & upholstery fabric 

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS 




SPECIAL OFFER - Made to any size, out of 
any fabric in stock at Crazy Low Prices 

Bridgend 
Fabrics 

Unit 3, 

Kestrel Close, 

Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
CF31 3RW 

01656 767000 


*Ib 


HEODORE 


311 TI 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 




1 ! % 

HI PJ 


\ 2 


01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 


www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

8.30am-12.15pm; Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm 



ABOVE: A site map to help visitors find their way around the estate. 


acknowledged by the 
presence of several high 
street banks, and a post 
office, cafe, newsagent, 
and a laundry. 

There is also, at each 
end of the estate, a pub 
for those important 
business lunches. 

The manufacturing 
sector has taken one or 
two hits due to the eco¬ 
nomic downturn, and 
Bridgend Creamery fell 
victim to the volatile 
market for milk prod¬ 
ucts. 

The Bridgend 
Industrial Estate owes 
its existence to the war 
effort, being built on 
land vacated when the 
massive Royal 
Ordnance factory (ROF) 
was decommissioned 
after the Second World 
War. 

The facts and figures 
of the estate are surpris¬ 
ing, as it boasts an esti¬ 
mated 3,000,000 sq ft of 
commercial space, on 
an area of 300 acres. 
There is traditional fac¬ 
tory space, distribution 
centres, and high-quali¬ 
ty office developments. 

The estate certainly 
benefited from the con¬ 
struction of the M4, and 
companies still find its 
good transport links 
make it a competitive 
place to do business. 

Customers also find 
it an easy place to 
reach, and every com¬ 
pany on the estate has 
plenty of parking to 
make it an easy visit. 

A long-time tenant 
has been Solar 


Sunshades, a company 
that manufactures 80 
per cent of its window 
blinds, providing 
employment for 23 
local people. 

Huw Davies told The 
GEM: “We have operat¬ 
ed successfully from the 
estate for so long 
because of the proximi¬ 
ty of the motorway, 
meaning that we can 
service customers from 
west Wales to across the 
Severn Bridge. 

“Also, anyone visit¬ 
ing our showroom finds 
the easy parking a big 
plus factor.” 

Paul Ezard, of Town 
and Country Bedrooms, 
is a relative newcomer 
to the estate, and has 
just celebrated his first 
year. 

Town and Country is, 
of course, a well-estab¬ 
lished business in the 
area, but the bedroom 
store was a new ven¬ 
ture, and Paul feels that 
the estate has proved to 
be an excellent place to 
show off the vast prod¬ 
uct range that he offers. 

Denis Theodore, of 
Theodore Reclamation, 
a family business that 
has been trading on the 
estate for 20 years, said 
that he had been 
through good times and 
hard times. 

He said: “It’s not 
easy now but our fig¬ 
ures are staying good. 
Customers benefit 
because we have to 
keep the prices low to 
keep their business.” 

In contrast, NFU 


Mutual has just moved 
on to the estate, after 
outgrowing their two 
branch offices in 
Cowbridge and 
Laleston. 

David Harris said: 
“We’ve only been open 
a short while, but our 
customers are delighted 
by the ease of access 
and the good parking. 
They are also impressed 
with our new premises. 

“Some have com¬ 
mented that they are 
taking the opportunity 
to pick up items from 
other businesses on the 
estate.” 

The Central Park 
Estate is owned by 
Robert Hitchins of 
Gloucester, and is joint¬ 
ly marketed by Cooke 
and Arkwright, and 
Jones, Lang, LaSalle. 

Jeremy Symons of 
Cooke and Arkwright 
was very positive about 
the future of the estate. 

He said: “We have 
recently secured a new 
tenant on the estate, 
Edmundson Electrical, 
and Biotec, which is 
already a tenant, has 
taken a further two 
units. 

“In fact, Robert 
Hitchins has been so 
pleased with the take up 
that it is planning to 
construct more units.” 

He added that the 
estate was well placed 
to take advantage of the 
Welsh Government’s 
drive to bring more 
high-tech ‘life science’ 
companies to Wales. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


CAMDSji 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


mm 


First Choice 
Galvanizing., 
Expertise, 
Quality and 
Style 






► Fast turn-around 

► Quality work for all 
shapes and sizes 

► Shot blasting and 
painting can be 
arranged 

► Private customers 
very welcome 

(Credit card payments 
accepted) 


For all your galvanizing enquiries please 
contact Elvira on 01656 668735 

E:elvirab@josephash.co.uk 
Princes Way, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 3TP [ 1 

W: josephash.co.uk 



»New & Part Worn Tyres Supplied 
»Wheelbalancing • Puncture Repairs 
*Brakes/Exhausts • Oil & Filter Changes 
• Wash & Vac • Full Valets • Reasonable Rates 
•Pick up from Home or Work 
Tel: 01656 658038 Mob: 07838 581275 


Unit 4 Queens Court, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
CF31 3TQ. E-Mail: info@delstyres.co.uk 


D1T 



Accredited training 
available for: 


✓Construction Plant 
Operators 

✓Lift Truck Operators 
& Instructors, 
Counterbalanced & Reach 
✓LGV Drivers & Driver CPC 
✓ADR & Dangerous 
Goods Safety Adviser 
✓CPC Road Haulage 
National & International 
✓IOSH Managing/Working 
Safely 

✓Cat. B+E Car & Trailer 
Training 

✓PTLLS - City & Guilds 7303 


2* 


Please Quote Ref: 1505 

The Training Centre, Unit 17 Queens Road South, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3UT 

Tel: 01656 656382 Fax: 01656 649889 

Email: sales@dlt-training.com www.dlt-training.com 
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BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

Professionals - Just a stone's throw away! 


Bridgend Fabrics 


TOWN AND 
COUNTRY 


H aving 

moved from 
Bridgend 
town centre to the 
industrial estate 
four years ago, 
Bridgend Fabrics 
has gone from 
strength to 
strength. 

We provide cus¬ 
tomers with the opportu¬ 
nity to buy bankrupt 
stock, discontinued and 
end-of-the-line fabrics at 
‘up to’ 95 per cent off 
the normal retail price. 

Dels 

EL’S 

TYRES has 
been operat¬ 
ing on Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
since January 2011, 
and in that time 
has already built 
up a loyal customer 
base. 

Delvin Baber, owner 
of Del’s Tyres, has a 
passion for motor vehi¬ 
cles, and a wealth of 
knowledge of the trade 
- from running his own 
coach and taxi busi- 


At our warehouse, we 
have one price, only 
“£2.99 per metre plus 
VAT”, which means that 
we are selling at way 
below manufacturers’ 
prices! 

Customers can also 
choose from our 
Aladdin’s cave of fab¬ 
rics to have their cur¬ 
tains made by our profe- 
sional curtain maker at 
drastically reduced 
prices. 

So come along and 
browse - you won’t be 
disappointed! Telephone 
01656 767000. 

Tyres 

ness, to 13 years man¬ 
aging a busy parts 
department for a 
Renault dealership. 

Del’s Tyres prides 
itself on offering an 
honest, reliable service, 
at very competitive 
prices. 

For all your tyres, 
valeting and repairs, 
please telephone, email 
or call in and see us 
soon. Telephone 01656 
658038 or 07838 
581275. 


T OWN and 
Country 
Bedrooms 
offers customers a 
complete service, 
from design 
through to installa¬ 
tion. 

Prospective cus¬ 
tomers can contact Paul 
and his team for a free, 
no obligation to pur¬ 
chase consultation. 

A professional 
designer will visit to 
take measurements and, 
most importantly, listen 
to the customer’s 
requirements while 
offering valuable advice 
when required. 

The designer will 
then use the latest 3-D 
software to let cus¬ 
tomers see their dream 
bedrooms coming to 
life! 

From the initial con¬ 
sultation through to 
delivery and installation 
takes on average four to 
six weeks - a remark¬ 
ably short period to wait 
for your dream, high- 
quality, made-to-meas- 
ure bedroom. 


The company also 
offers a 10-year guaran¬ 
tee on its fitted furni¬ 
ture. 

With more than 1,000 
variations of styles and 
colours to choose from, 
there should be a bed¬ 
room to suit all cus¬ 
tomers’ tastes. 

Town and Country 
also supplies a choice of 
high-quality bedroom 
carpets to complement 
the beautiful new furni¬ 
ture - and an excellent 
range of semi-fitted 
wardrobes. 

Also stocked is free¬ 
standing bedroom furni¬ 
ture from the presti¬ 
gious Kingstown brand, 
as well as fitted home 
office furniture. 

Please contact us for 
your free, computer- 
aided consultation. 

Town & Country 
Bedrooms are at Unit 1, 
North Point, Western 
Avenue, Bridgend 
Industrail Estate, CF31 
3RX, and can also be 
contacted on 01656 
657526. 




ABOVE: 

FRF Bridgend has recently won a 
*dealer of the year’ award. 

Solar Sunshades 


S OLAR 
Sunshades 
isn’t just about 
the product, but 
also about the cul¬ 
ture. 

Our longevity, experi¬ 
ence and wealth of 
industry knowledge 
means we are better 
equipped than many of 
our competitors to face 
these challenging times. 

We have followed a 
path of continuous 
improvement by fine 
tuning, evolving and per¬ 
fecting our systems and 
processes, developing 
them by using our 
knowledge and experi¬ 
ence built up over this 
time. 


Solar’s reputation is 
built upon robust, reli¬ 
able and functional prod¬ 
ucts providing our cus¬ 
tomers, commercial or 
retail, with the right 
shading solutions for 
their home or workplace. 

We at Solar strive to 
provide exceptional cus¬ 
tomer service and 
unbeatable value for 
money. We all focus on 
the lifetime value of the 
product, and not the 
price. This is critical to 
our success. 

We take professional 
pride and commitment in 
everything we do - check 
out our weekly adver¬ 
tisement in the classified 
section (Telephone: 
01656 663800. 


FRF Bridgend 


FRF Bridgend 
recently triumphed 
in a year-long dealer 
recognition scheme, 
operated by 

Chevrolet, designed 
to reward the 
achievements of top 
dealers in the UK via 
a number of sales 
and aftersales meas¬ 
ures. 

These include staff 
training certification, 
innovative marketing 
activity, mystery shop 
results and parts and 
accessories purchases. 

Chevrolet UK manag¬ 
ing director, Mark Terry, 
said: “The Dealer of the 
Year award is a presti¬ 
gious accolade, and it 
shows exactly how much 
effort the team at FRF in 
Bridgend have made 
with engaging in the 


Chevrolet brand and rais¬ 
ing awareness in the 
area.” 

FRF is a large inde¬ 
pendent family-run 
motor group whose two 
sites in Swansea and 
Bridgend offer multiple 
new car franchises, as 
well as a wide selection 
of used cars. 

Servicing and MOT 
testing is available at 
both sites, alongside a 
vast stock of parts and 
accessories. 

FRF Bridgend has 
been promoting the 
Chevrolet brand to the 
local area since 2009. 

The Chevrolet Dealer 
of the Year programme 
was set up in 2009 to 
recognise the top per¬ 
forming dealers in the 
UK. 

SEE OUR ADVERT 
ON PAGE 33. 


itted Bedroom & Home Office Specialists Super Sale!!! 



Town & Country Bedrooms are a South 
Wales based family fitted furniture 
company. We design and install genuine 
made to measure fitted bedrooms and 
home office to your exact requirements. 
There are hundreds of variations in colours 
and finishes to 
make that 
dream bedroom 
a reality!! So 
call us today 
and book your 
FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION! 


Town fix Country Bedrooms 
Call Now!! 01656 657526 



Bespoke Solutions for that perfect fit 




Made to Measure Sliding doors ■ Home Office 


Town fix Country Dedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Ten Good Reasons to choose Town & Country Bedrooms 

Over 30 Years experience in fitted furniture 
10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units 
Genuine made to measure units 
Over 1000 variations in door style & colour 
Expert fitting by professional tradesmen 
The latest 3D computer aided design software 
Relaxed no pressure sales approach 
Full carcase construction on most units** 

FREE home measure & consultation 
View our work online at townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 
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BRIDGEND 

Professionals 


INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

- Just a stone's throw away! 



MEET THE 
ADVERTISERS 


JOSEPH ASH 
GALVANIZING 


from the small garden 
gate to heavy platforms 
and columns used in 
buildings. 

Galvanizing can add 
up to 120 years of life to 
steel and iron, because it 
produces a zinc coating 
that is an integral part of 
the steel it protects. 

And if you think 
about it, the added lifes¬ 
pan to your garden gate 
or fencing is definitely 
worth the cost. 

Speaking of cost, 
don’t be afraid to ask 
beforehand. 

For our private cus¬ 
tomers, we charge £1 per 
kilo - and this includes 
VAT. 

So you see, it really is 
worth it. 

For more information, 
telephone 01656 
668735. 


S TEEL is a 
strong, versa¬ 
tile and inex¬ 
pensive material, 
with many uses in 
many different 


ACTION DOORS 


A ction doors is a 

local garage door and 
industrial door compa¬ 
ny, with more than 25 years’ 
experience. 

With specialist teams covering 
Swansea and west Wales, Neath and 
Port Talbot, Rhondda Cynon Taff and 
mid Wales, Bridgend, Cardiff, Vale of 
Glamorgan, and Newport and 
Chepstow, we are well positioned to 
meet all of your needs. 


We offer installations, or supply 
only, on all makes of domestic garage 
doors. 

We operate a 24-hour emergency 
repair service. 

Our sales and garage door servic¬ 
ing team are on hand to offer friendly, 
impartial advice on replacement 
garage doors and on any new build 
installations. 

Call 01656 659274for further 
information. 


ABOVE: Town and Country. 


ways. 

At Joseph Ash, we 
galvanize everything - 



ABOVE: Solar Sunshades 


DLT Training Ltd 


D LT Training 
Ltd have 
been carry¬ 
ing out freight 
logistics, mechani¬ 
cal handling, con¬ 
struction plant 
operation and 
health and safety 
training since 1992, 
and have developed 
an ever-growing 
reputation for pro¬ 
viding quality train¬ 
ing and an excellent 
all-round service to 
customers. 

DLT Training Ltd 
originated from the 
British Road Services 
Training centre based in 
Bridgend, and have a 
wealth of more than 40 


years of experience in 
all aspects of road trans¬ 
port, warehousing and 
distribution, construc¬ 
tion plant and health and 
safety training. 

DLT have been carry¬ 
ing out training for 
many blue chip compa¬ 
nies and local authori¬ 
ties in Wales and across 
the UK. 

Training is provided 
for both the private and 
public sector. 

Many private individ¬ 
uals have enhanced their 
employment prospects 
by attending accredited 
training courses at DLT. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
656382, 



ABOVE: Denis and Carole Theodore. 

Theodore Sons 
& Daughters... 


D enis 

THEODORE’S 
first salvage 
job was nearly 50 
years ago. 

During that time, he 
has also been involved 
extensively in selling 
caravans and letting car¬ 
avan plots. 

Now, he is concen¬ 
trating on his reclama¬ 
tion business with his 
eldest son and wife, 
Carole. 

Denis said: “We are a 
family able to deal with 
you caringly. Not the 
largest yard, but possi¬ 
bly the best range of 
stock. Oak fireplace 


beams, chimney pots, 
Welsh cottage flag¬ 
stones, slate slabs, 
church pews, bricks, 
finials, ridges, slates, 
tiles, fireplaces, pine 
doors, coloured sanitary 
ware, quarry tiles, sleep¬ 
ers and all sizes of 
wood. 

“We are a reliable 
source of a materials 
that are not readily 
available nowadays, but 
are in high demand to 
maintain the character of 
the more traditional 
projects which people 
need to restore or under¬ 
take.” 

For more information 
call 01656 648936. 





NFU Mutual relocate to 
Bridgend Business Centre 


OPEN EVENING 


WEDNESDAY, 11th APRIL 
4-7pm All Welcome! 


Julian Kelly and David Harris ,Local NFU Group 
Secretaries and agents for NFU Mutual are one of 
the most recent newcomers to Bridgend Industrial 
Estate when they occupied Unit 1A, Morien House 
at the Bridgend Business Centre in February. 

The move to the new premises enables all staff 
from the previous Laleston and Cowbridge Offices 
to work within modern single ground floor premis¬ 
es, with new facilities including customer interview 
rooms and conference room. The agency now 
proudly boasts five car parking spaces outside the 
front door of the office purely dedicated to visiting 
customers. 

The decision to relocate the two old offices into 
a new single site was not taken lightly, but the 
main driving factor to move was the growth in the 
business over the last 5 years had meant that we 
had virtually outgrown our two existing premises. 



The agents are acutely aware that the closing of 
the Cowbridge Office in particular may concern 
some existing customers, but they believe that new 
telephony systems, extended opening hours and 
ease of visiting the new office will more than com¬ 
pensate in terms of customer service. 

Our Agency’s ability to retain existing customers 
still remains paramount in our objectives each year. 
This coupled with the desire of the agents and the 
company to grow the business into the commercial 
insurance sector means that the 
Bridgend Business Centre is a perfect venue for us. 

The office is well placed to cover the whole of 
the agency’s trading area from Cardiff in the East 
to Swansea Valley in the West. 

Many of our core agricultural customers are 
used to visiting the estate to make purchases from 
agricultural merchants, and others who have 
visited for the first time have expressed how easy it 
is to park and also benefit from the services 
offered by the banks, Post Office, and other busi¬ 
nesses within the quadrant. 

“We remain committed to providing level of cus¬ 
tomers service unparalleled in the insurance 
industry”, said local agent Dave Harris. “We appre¬ 
ciate that none of us like change, and we constant¬ 
ly review processes and listen to customers.” 

An example of this review process is that for the 
past 12 months or so in the old offices, the only 
way in which we could deal with the volume of 
incoming calls was to introduce a “Press 1” call 
select system, which our customers found infuriat¬ 
ing and started comparing us with other insurers. 

However, now that we have all staff working in a 
single premise has meant we have been able to 
revert to all calls being answered directly by one of 
the team. 

We look forward to welcoming 
your telephone call or personal visit! 


Office Opening Hours are 8.30am - 5.00pm Monday - Friday 
(Out of hours customer support centre 5pm - 8pm Monday to Friday, Saturday 9am - 12.30pm) 
Unit 1A, Morien House, Bridgend Business Centre CF31 3SH 
Telephone numbers have remained unchanged 01656 653111 or 01446 772057 
Email: bridgend agency@nfumutual.co.uk www.nfumutual.co.uk/bridgend 
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Murder thriller ticks 
all the right boxes 


H aving built 

up a resume 
as the king 
of hip, alternative 
cinema with the 
likes of The Grifters 
and The Sure 
Thing, John 
Cusack’s recent 
film choices have 
been anything but. 

Romantic comedies 
and blockbusters have 
been the order of the 
day, but his latest film 
sees him return to more 
varied ground in The 
Raven. 

Cusack plays Edgar 
Allen Poe, whose stories 
come to life in the form 
of grisly murders being 
investigated by 
Detective Fields (Luke 
Evans); but when the 
person responsible kid¬ 
naps his intended wife- 
to-be Emily (Alice Eve) 
he faces a race against 
time to try and stop the 
murderer before Emily 
becomes another vic¬ 
tim... 

While the life and 
works of Edgar Allen 
Poe are dramatic enough 
to make solid cinematic 
fodder, The Raven’s cen¬ 
tral conceit is a clever 


one that while cleaving 
slightly from other 
sources (most notably 
Se7en ) makes for a 
refreshing change in the 
horror genre; and in exe¬ 
cution it doesn’t make 
too many missteps, the 
end result a solid watch 
that ticks all the right 
boxes. 

Using the more grue¬ 
some of Poe’s stories as 
the basis for a horror 
film works well, the 
murders having the level 
of gore and gruesome¬ 
ness that horror fans will 
relish (best avoid that 
pre-cinema pizza) but 
married to a narrative 
that will keep you guess¬ 
ing as to whom the mur¬ 
derer may be, and just 
what his motives are. 

The race against time 
aspect may be hack¬ 
neyed but it injects a 
level of pace into pro¬ 
ceedings that means the 
film never overly slows 
up and keeps you 
intrigued throughout. 

John Cusack’s lead 
performance is a key 
ingredient to the film’s 
success, the character a 
perfect fit for Cusack’s 
cool charisma, playing 
Poe as a beguiling and 
charming poet. 


SCREEN 

TALK 



ROYAL WALK FOR HOSPICE! 

TY HAFAN children’s hospice will launch its 
‘Tiaras and Pyjamas ’ themed Midnight Sleep Walk 
this year to coincide with the start of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations, on Friday, May 4, 
starting from the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff at 
midnight. 

Registration is now open at www.midnightsleep- 
walk.co.uk or telephone the events team on 02920 
672065 to secure your place. 


by 
GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 

While the early parts 
see Cusack playing light 
and for laughs, as the 
film progresses and 
things get darker, 
Cusack’s turn develops 
along with it, the always 
watchable actor deliver¬ 
ing one of his most 
impressive recent turns. 

Alongside him, Luke 
Evans does his burgeon¬ 
ing reputation no harm 
at ah with a solid turn as 
the inspector investigat¬ 
ing the murders; Alice 
Eve does a decent 
woman in peril, while 
the likes of Brendan 
Gleeson and Kevin 


Thinking of 

A career change? 
Gaining confidence? 
Learning new 
skills? 

Switch on to 
Volunteering 

Visit the 

Vale Volunteer Bureau 

34 Holton Road, Barry. 

CF63 4HD. 

Phone: 01446 421782 

Email: info@vvb.org.uk 
www.info@vvb.org.uk 



McNally put meat on 
characters made from 
the barest of bones. 

In the director’s chair, 
James McTeigue brings 
a gothic sensibility to 
proceedings, with more 
than a hint of Tim 
Burton, while curtailing 
his more OTT excesses 
(the only concession 
being a slo-mo bullet 
shot that is slightly 
excessive). 

He adds a sheen of 
style to the film, lensing 
it with a brooding men¬ 
ace that gives the film a 
foreboding atmosphere 
that works very well. 

The Raven is, I think, 
McTeigue’s most mature 
and restrained work yet. 

Where the film does 
fall down is its use of 
Poe in such a film; those 
wanting some historical 
background on the writer 
will feel short changed 
by the film’s insistence 
on playing as a straight¬ 
ahead horror, while the 
period feel is occasional¬ 
ly dashed by some poor 
dialogue that fails to ring 
true (the mayor “wants 
results on this case” 
hardly the most authen¬ 
tic of period phrases). 

However, overall this 
is a satisfactorily enter¬ 
taining film that may 
lack in history but deliv¬ 
ers in terms of suspense 
and drama; this Raven 
certainly does fly high. 

VERDICT: An 
enjoyable and dramatic 
offering that adds some 
class to the schlock fac¬ 
tor, The Raven is a 
watchable piece of work 
from director James 
McTeigue; solid turns 
from the likes of John 
Cusack merely add to 
the gravitas on show in 
this gothic horror. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Se7en (1995), 
Sleepy Hollow (2000). 



ABOVE, left to right: Lyndon Griffiths, 
WWHA development manager, Ivor Gittens, 
Chair of WWHA, Coun Huw David, cabinet 
member for resources, and Anne Hinchey, 
WWHA chief executive, at Coed Parc 
in Park Street, Bridgend. 

Old library 
HQ is sold 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun David added: “The sale of Coed Parc 
has provided the council with some welcome 
capital during the challenging current econom¬ 
ic climate. 

“It became surplus to requirements after our 
library service staff moved to Raven’s Court as 
part of the council’s office accommodation proj¬ 
ect, and the reference and information service 
relocated to Ty’r Ardd, alongside the Bridgend 
Register Office - to take advantage of its mod¬ 
ern, fit-for-purpose building, ample car parking 
facilities and more central location.” 


St Brides 
Major 
library 
to open 

LOCAL residents are 
invited to attend the 
grand opening of St 
Brides Major 
Community Library. 

It takes place at 
11am during the local 
produce and Easter 
craft market (10am- 
lpm) in St Brides 
Church Hall on 
Saturday, March 17. 


Volunteering 
with the elderly 


D O you have 
some spare 
time to assist 
the elderly? 
Sometimes an older 
person may not see 
a friendly face 
from one week to 
the next, putting 
them into social 
isolation. 

Are you able to have 
a friendly conversation 
and sit with them for an 
hour or two each week? 

If you would like 
more interaction, per¬ 
haps you could support 
and encourage older 
people to become more 
involved in activities 
and increase their confi¬ 
dence by escorting them 
to the shops and visiting 
groups. 

We are also looking 
for volunteers to work 
with older people in 
sheltered and care home 
settings to enhance their 
computing skills. You 


would assist in the use 
of skype, email, social 
interactive sites, web¬ 
sites and other specified 
programmes and soft¬ 
ware. 

If you enjoy meeting 
people from a wide 
range of backgrounds, 
are interested in people, 
are caring and compas¬ 
sionate, you might like 
to assist with one of the 
above voluntary oppor¬ 
tunities. 

In return the organi¬ 
sations will provide full 
training, help you to 
develop new skills and 
reimburse your travel 
expenses. 

Details of these and 
hundreds of other volun¬ 
teering opportunities 
can be found at the Vale 
Volunteer Bureau, 34 
Holton Road, Barry. 
Opening hours are 
Monday-Friday, 10am- 
4pm. Tel: 01446 421782 
or email: 

info@vvb.org.uk for 
more information. 


Man jailed 
for robbery 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Blake also tried to 
take from him a set of 
keys. 

“He struck him to 
the left eye with the 
back of his hand for no 
reason at all, and Mr 
Gilett began crying.” 

Eventually, said Mr 
Thomas, Blake got off 
the bus, saying: “Don’t 
tell the police.” 

Another passenger 
on the bus later told 
the police: “He didn’t 
do anything to deserve 
that. He was sitting 
there minding his own 
business and didn’t 
provoke anyone in any 
way.” 

When arrested, 
Blake was found to be 
in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis. 

His counsel, Kevin 
Seal, said that when he 
went to Ms James’ 
home, he was com¬ 
pletely drunk. He had 
lived there in the past 
and wanted to attempt 
a reconciliation.” 

Regarding the rob¬ 
bery, Mr Seal said the 
only mitigation was his 
guilty plea. 

“To his credit, he 


said he was not proud 
of himself and would 
like to apologise. He 
cannot believe what he 
did. Sadly, he has used 
drugs and alcohol to 
block out his past.” 

Said Judge Patrick 
Curran: “You robbed 
an unfortunate passen¬ 
ger on a bus when you 
were thoroughly intox¬ 
icated.” 


New slipway 
ramp for 
local beach 

OGMORE-BY-SEA is 
to get a new slipway 
ramp to provide 
improved beach 
access for emergency 
services and Penybont 
Surf Life Saving Club 
during sea rescues. 

It will also give 
improved access to the 
beach for all users 
including disabled visi¬ 
tors and families with 
pushchairs. 

Penybont Surf Life 
Saving Club has con¬ 
tracted the Vale Council’s 
highways team to design 
and build the slipway this 
spring. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/00164/CAC 

Demolition of stone wall adjacent to highway in associa¬ 
tion with approved planning application 2011/00935/FUL 
Brooklyn, Piccadilly, Llanblethian 

Llanblethian 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

2012/00190/FUL 

Revised layout for proposed non food retail building 
(approximately 628m2 gross external area) to avoid 
Welsh Water sewer easement. Minor revision to planning 
permission 2011/00423/FUL 
R. S. Bird Ltd., Cowbridge 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, 
neu drwy www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations. 1999 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Vale of Glamorgan Council, as Local Planning 
Authority, has determined the following application(s), having taken into account 
the information contained within the Environmental Impact Assessment accompa¬ 
nying the application(s): 

Application No.:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2009/00946/OUT 

Proposak/Cynnig Development of vacant land at Barry Waterfront for 

residential (C3), retail (A1), cafes, bars and restaurants 
(A3), hotel (Cl), offices (B1) and community and leisure 
uses (D1 and D2). Development of vehicular and 
pedestrian/cycle access including a new link road, 
re-grading of site to form new site levels and associated 
infrastructure works, parking, servicing, landscaping, 
public realm and public open space provision 
Location:/Lleoliad: Land at Barry Waterfront adjacent to Dock No. 1, Barry 

Decision: Approved 2 March, 2012 

(Documents relating to this application may be inspected 
free of charge at: The Planning Department, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, Dock Offices, Barry Docks, Barry 
CF63 4RT during normal office hours). 


Dated: 15 March, 2012 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry. 

CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 15 March, 2012 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri. 
CF63 4RT 
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Local MP claims Vale of Glamorgan is 
hard done by on major grant support 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan is the poor 
relation when it comes 
to major block grants 
handed out by the 
Welsh Government, 
the local MP has 
claimed. 

Alun Caims says he 
has called on the Welsh 
Government to examine 
its strategy so that it 
delivers a “more level 
playing field” to the Vale 
- and all authorities in 
Wales. 

Figures showed that 
the amount spent per per¬ 
son in the Vale for the 


total of the ‘revenue sup¬ 
port grant’, ‘the specific 
grant allocation’ and the 
‘capital financing grant’ 
in 2010-11 was £77 per 
person less than Cardiff, 
£188 less than Bridgend 
and a whopping £425 
less than Rhondda Cynon 
Taf. 

The total of the three 
grants for the Vale was 
£201,045,000 and with a 
population of 124,976 it 
works out at £1,609 for 
each person. 

Rhondda Cynon Taf, 
on the other hand, 
received a total of 
£494,613,000 for 2010- 



Full Independence Ltd 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, Rhoose, VOG, CF62 3EA 

FRUIT & VEG MARKET 

ALL THIS FOR APPROX £15 ... 

11b Tomatoes, 1 Iceburg Lettuce, 

Mixed Peppers, 1 Cucumber, Spring 
Onion, Button Mushrooms 500g, 

2kg Potatoes, 1 Primo Cabbage, 

1kg Carrots, 1kg Swede, 1kg Parsnips, 
1 kg Sprouts, 1 kg Onions, 1 Large 
Leek, 2 Fresh Garlic, 3 Granny Smith 
Apples, lib Bananas, 3 large Oranges. 
or pick and choose what you want. 
A small delivery charge will apply depending on where you live. 

Call 01446 711555 
with your order 



11. With a population of [ 
234,309, it means that|_ 
the amount per person 
worked out at £2,111. 

In each of the preced¬ 
ing four years before 
2010-11, Rhondda 
Cynon Taf received more 
per person than the Vale 
- £373, £387, £390 and 
£93. 

Rhondda Cynon Taf 
does have areas of depri¬ 
vation, but so does the 
Vale - particularly in 
Barry. 

The figures were 
released by the Vale MP, 
Alun Cairns, following 
research in the House of 
Commons library. 

Mr Cairns said he was 
appalled at the facts and 
revealed he had written 
to Jane Hutt AM, in her 
capacity as Assembly 
Finance Minister, asking 
her to review local gov¬ 
ernment funding. 

He claimed it showed 
that the Vale is losing out 
by millions of pounds a 
year to other local 
authorities across Wales. 

He said: “I’m really 
concerned that the Vale is 
missing out on the 
amount assigned per per¬ 
son from the funding 
provided by the Welsh 
Government. 

“It is ridiculous that 
the Vale authority 
received £77 less per per¬ 
son than Cardiff, £188 
less than Bridgend and a 
massive £425 less than 
Rhondda Cynon Taf - all 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


of which are authorities 
bordering the Vale. 

“The costs are the 
same to build a school, 
resurface a road or to 
employ a teacher across 
Wales. Enough is 
enough. 

“The Vale is missing 
out, and - as has been 
pointed out in the past - 
the Welsh Government 
has skewed funding 
against areas such as the 
Vale, Pembrokeshire, 
Monmouth and Powys. 

“I have written to the 
Assembly’s Finance 
Minister asking her to 
review local government 
funding, and I would call 
on people to voice any 
concerns they have to the 
Finance Minister and 
Local Government 
Minister. 

“In credit to the Vale 
Council, recent audits 
have highlighted its effi¬ 
ciency but that is not an 
excuse for the Welsh 
Government to send 
money to their heart¬ 
lands. As one of the 
financial engine rooms of 
Wales, the Vale needs to 
be protected. 

“Some parts of the 
Vale share similar depri¬ 
vation levels as other 
areas of Wales. Indeed, 
some wards in Barry are 
among the most deprived 
in Wales. 

“I do hope that the 


Welsh Government will 
look again at their strate¬ 
gy for local government 
funding to make sure that 
it’s a more level playing 
field for the Vale, and for 
all local authorities in 
Wales.” 

The GEM asked the 
Welsh Government why 
the Vale received signifi¬ 
cantly less per person 
than bordering authori¬ 
ties. A spokeswoman 
said: “The figures quoted 
are well out of date as 
they relate to 2010-11. 
Data for 2012-13 was 
published in December 
and this clearly shows 
how the picture has 
changed in recent years. 

“Funding for each 
council is based on a for¬ 
mula, agreed by all local 
authorities including the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 
the Welsh Local 
Government Association, 
which takes into account 
a range of indicators of 
‘need to spend’. 

“This ensures that the 
limited pot of money we 
receive from the UK 
Government is allocated 
on an equitable basis 
across Wales.” 

A Vale Council 
spokeswoman said that 
in the figures for 2012- 
13, the Vale was still 
£129 per person below 
the average allocation, 
taking into account the 


revenue support grant 
and business rates. 

“The council’s annual 
revenue budget is deter¬ 
mined largely by the 
level of revenue support 
grant allocated to it by 
the Welsh Government. 

“Distribution of this 
grant is based upon the 
Welsh Government’s 
assessment of a council’s 
relative need to spend to 
provide a standard level 
of service for a given 
year. 

“This is known as the 
‘standard spending 
assessment’ and is based 
upon formulae updated 


periodically by Welsh 
Government to incorpo¬ 
rate changes in both 
financial and non-finan- 
cial data. 

“The revenue support 
grant, together with the 
council’s share of the 
National Business Rates 
Pool, equates to 74 per 
cent of the council’s 
budget requirement of 
£205.062m for 2012/13, 
with the balance being 
met by council tax. It is 
supplemented by certain 
specific and special rev¬ 
enue grants. 

“Based upon the 
Welsh settlement for 


2012/13, the amount of 
revenue support grant 
and business rates fund¬ 
ing provided by Welsh 
Government per head of 
population in the Vale is 
£1,186. 

“The average for all 
Welsh unitary authorities 
is £1,315.” 

The spokeswoman 
added: “If the Vale was 
funded at the Welsh aver¬ 
age this would equate to 
additional resources of 
some £16.4 million. 

“A one per cent 
increase in council tax in 
the Vale raises approxi¬ 
mately £519k.” 


Official warning issued 
over deadly bracelets 


LAST week’s GEM story 
about local pupils being 
warned about a dangerous 
drug that was supposedly in 
circulation has prompted the 
Vale Council to issue a warn¬ 
ing. 

However, the council’s trading stan¬ 
dards team has added that none of the 
items is known to have been sold local¬ 
ly- 

The trading standards warning fol¬ 
lows a national alert over poisonous 
Jequirity bean bracelets 

Residents in the Vale are now being 
warned about bracelets that contain 
poisonous red and black Jequirity 
beans. 

The warning following a national 
alert about the bracelets and the beans 


that contain the toxin ‘abrin 1 . The toxin 
is a controlled substance that could 
cause serious harm if swallowed. 

Council officers are advising that 
none of these bracelets are known to 
have been sold locally. However, the 
bracelets have been sold through 36 
retailers across the UK - the main 
source being the Eden Project in 
Cornwall. 

A council spokeswoman said: “The 
bracelets were on sale last year. People 
who have bought the bracelets are 
being urged to bag them, wash their 
hands and avoid touching their eyes. 

“The bagged item may be disposed 
of safely in the household waste.” 

Anyone who has information about 
a local source of the item, should con¬ 
tact Vale of Glamorgan Trading 
Standards on 01446 700 111. 



Difficulty Hearing? 


%9 ft «# 

At Scott Wroe Hearing you will 
find independent advice on the 
most suitable hearing aid for your 
specific needs. From basic models 
to the world’s most advanced, Sue 
and Scott Wroe will provide a 
friendly and professional approach 
to your hearing difficulties. 

For more information or to arrange 
an appointment, please telephone 

02920 707760 


Scott Wroe Hearing Centre, 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITETHE SHOP) 


4* 


1 All hearing aids come with a 30-day free trial 

* Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

1 Stockist of the world’s finest hearing aids 

1 Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 


Scott Wroe 

Wearing Centn 



C S Boxall Ltd 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 

Currently, we are undergoing a 
big expansion in our showroom 
and stores, enabling us to have 
; more stock on display and held in 
__I store for our customers to purchase. 

CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 

1 ~ Whatever you require, give us a call. 

% I iff-iSii 1 i PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
“* '*n ‘ CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


[P 

; * 





VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


i 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood, 
Gasification systems. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 





Gas Safe Installers 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 

l< HO 


t Ny 9 

_ .. . m 



. 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 



FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 







































Thursday, March 15th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 19 


‘GIVE US A 
(fuel) BREAK!’ 

- PLEA FROM WELSH INDUSTRY 


WITH the British economy 
struggling to keep its head 
above water and fuel prices 
reaching record levels, a 
local businessman who has 
made his mark in the oil 
industry, told The GEM 
what he thought the 
Government should be 
doing to ease the burden. 

Colin Owens is the founder of 
Oil 4 Wales, which is an inde¬ 
pendent fuel supplier with its own 
tankers and petrol stations. It also 
provides services to homes, busi¬ 
nesses and agricultural concerns 
across the country. 

Mr Owens, who is originally 
from Llantwit Major, said: “Oil is 
the lifeblood of the economy and 
when prices rise, as they have 
done, there is real suffering. 

“I believe the Government 
should consider offering a rebate 
on duty to industry, hauliers and 
factories.” 

He said he was surprised that an 
industry rebate wasn’t higher on 
the Government’s list of consider¬ 
ations because it would provide 
more job security, would provide a 
kick-start for the economy and 
offer a measure of protection to 
British carriers from foreign 
hauliers who fill up abroad and do 
deliveries in the UK. 

At the moment, Mr Owens said 
it was difficult to see prices eas¬ 
ing. 

“The price of oil is dictated by 


by GEM STAFF 

two things: the political situation 
and by city traders in places like 
London and New York. 

“Prices won’t come down while 
there is the current uncertainty 
around Syria and Iran. 

“I believe there should also be a 
transaction tax on the companies 
of traders who are effectively 
gambling on the price of oil.” 

Once Oil 4 Wales quotes a price 
to a customer, it will honour that 
price, but Mr Owens pointed out 
that short term market volatility 
can cost the company. 

“We can quote a price, and then 
the price goes up lp overnight and 
we have to take it on the chin,” he 
explained. 

Mr Owens, who counts a num¬ 
ber of Vale farmers among his 
many customers, said he believed 
it was more important that indus¬ 
try was helped than the individual 
motorist because boosting the 
economy and securing jobs was of 
paramount importance. 

Denis Theodore, who runs a 
business on Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, told The GEM: “Fuel costs 
always seem to be on the up. 

“We have had to try and make 
joint deliveries whenever possible, 
rather than sending the lorry out 
for just one customer. 

He added: “We watch the diesel 
prices and Cardiff seems to be the 
cheapest. At the moment, whenev¬ 
er we are down there on business, 


we fill up to save money.” 

The Chancellor, George 
Osborne, is due to unveil his latest 
budget on March 21 and many 
people will be hoping there will be 
a crumb of comfort in it, in the 
form of a cut in duty. 

• Latest local prices per litre 
(checked in the last week). 

The Vale: 

Esso, Gileston: unleaded 137.9 
diesel 146.9. 

Texaco Way cock Cross: unlead¬ 
ed 138.9 diesel 145.9. 

Morrisons, Barry: unleaded 
136.9 diesel 145.9. 

Bridgend county borough: 
Tesco Cowbridge Road: 
unleaded 136.9, diesel 143.9. 

Texaco, Cowbridge Road: 
unleaded 136.9, diesel 144.9. 

Texaco, Tremains Road: 
unleaded 139.9, diesel 145.9. 

Sainsbury’s: unleaded 135.9, 
diesel 142.9. 

Shell, Sarn Park: unleaded 

136.9, diesel 142.9. 

Co-op Pyle: unleaded 139.9, 
diesel 144.9. 

Esso, South Comelly: unleaded 

139.9, diesel 144.9. 

Murco, Laleston: unleaded 

141.9, diesel 147.9. 

BP, Bridgend Retail Park: 
unleaded 137.9, diesel 145.9. 



A woman from 
Barry Island today 
(March 15) realises 
the dream of a life¬ 
time with the 
launch of her first 
published book tak¬ 
ing place at 
Waterstones book¬ 
shop in Cardiff 
tonight. 

Evonne Wareham’s 
thriller is called ‘Never 
Coming Home’ and is 
about a woman called 
Kaz who is told her 
daughter has been 
killed in a car crash, 
but is then told by a 
stranger that the 
youngster might not 
have been in the car. 
Kaz then begins a des¬ 
perate search for her 
daughter. 

Evonne said: “The 
book has been pub¬ 
lished by Choc lit 
which gives a readers’ 
panel the opportunity 
to put forward their 
views on a book. 


“They give the 
thumbs up or the 
thumbs down - fortu¬ 
nately, I had a good 
reaction. 

“The book is a 
thriller with passionate 
romance, twists and 
turns, and is a bit gory 
in places - afterwards, 

I thought: ‘Gosh, did I 
write that?’ There are 
10 dead bodies by the 
end.” 

Evonne worked in 
local government in 
London for a number 
of years, but had 
always dreamed of 
becoming a published 
author. She is currently 
a mature student 
studying history at 
Cardiff University. 

The good news is 
that ‘Never Coming 
Home’ has been well 
received and she is 
working on a second 
thriller. 

Never Coming Home, 
published by Choc lit, is 
a paperback original 
and is priced at £7.99. 


First time 
author 
celebrates 
launch 
of thriller 

LEFT: Evonne Wareham is launching her 
first novel tonight at Waterstones 
bookshop in Cardiff city centre. 

HMS Cambria 
to be honoured 

The Vale Council will be awarding the free¬ 
dom of the county borough to HMS 
Cambria in recognition of its distinguished 
service history to Wales. 

On Saturday, March 31, the ship’s com¬ 
pany of HMS Cambria will exercise the 
honorary freedom with a ceremony and 
parade through the town of Barry. 

(More on this story next week). 

f LLANTWIT MAJOR 

CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

RUGBY SPECIAL 
Early Start - Early Finish 

Saturday 17th March -Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) New time: 9am - 1.30pm 
Lots of stalls and lovely treats 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E:peta@ peartreecott.co.uk J 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


Aker. 


free 

FITTING 

limited offer 



A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market . Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 


DOCTOR 


i 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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SWEET PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

For all your property maintenance needs 
“NO JOB 2 BIG OR 2 SMALL” 

Contact Darren on 07873 527513 

or email: sweetpropertymaintenance@hotmail.co.uk 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 


See across the 
page for more 
businesses who 
can help you 
move and 
improve! 


WE BUY WE SELL 

(Curiosttp 

21/22 CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 

WANTED 

Complete House Contents 
Antiques, Modem, Retro. 

Furniture, China, Bric-a-Brac, etc. 

Telephone: (01446) 720408 - anytime 
Mobile: 07976 954 150 

Diana & Austin Olivers Licensed Waste Carriers 


^ Ecle ctive Gathering ^ 

at 

The Curiosity 
Shop 

Clothing and 
accessories for 
all occasions. 

WANTED: 
Vintage, Retro and 
Collectable Shoes, 
Clothing, Hats and Bags 

l! ^CardiffRoad^Barry0144£720408^ !l 




LOG BURNING STOVES 
FIRES & FIREPLACES 




PACKAGE DEAL 

now available 
for chimney re-lining 


9m, 316, 6” Flue Liner 
with lOyr warranty. 
M.A. Vitreous Pipe 
Pot Hanging Cowl 

FROM ONLY £850 
including labour 


QUALITY WOOD BURNERS. 
Merlin, Stovax, Franco Beige, 
Woodwarm plus lots more 


Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Closed l-2pm 


www.chiversrestoration.com 
Email: info @ chiversrestoration.com 
CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 
Tel: 01446 720408 Mobile: 07817 625222 


J 


•xeCTtosl Qx> oudsjto 


I BBSS 

Spring in the air - and it’s 
one of the most popular 
times to move home... 

Whether it he fixing all the odd jobs on your old house ready for the new owners, or making changes 
in your new home, don’t worry - help is at hand - in the form of the businesses on this page, 
who are here to help you make that move seamless. 

From removal firms, new bathroom and kitchen companies, useful handymen and window cleaners, 
to building maintenance and garden landscapers, we ’ve got it all here. 

WHY NOT GIVE THEM A CALL TODAY? ITS THE RIGHT MOVE! 




Useful things to 
remember when 
moving house 


Here are some 
useful tips on mov¬ 
ing house: 

PACKING 

Use moving house 
as an opportunity to 
sort out your posses¬ 
sions. 

Throw away your 
rubbish, and separate 
items that can be 
given to friends or 
charity shops. 


Get boxes well in 
advance from local 
shops or supermar¬ 
kets, and save newspa¬ 
pers for wrapping 
breakables. 
Professional 
removal companies 
Unless you have 
very few possessions, 
call in the profession¬ 
als to help you move 
house. 

It will relieve some 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 


• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 

• Office • Shop • Garage • Relocation 


General Clearance: 
Houses • Garages • Sheds • Gardei 
• Fully Licensed Waste Carrier 


Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 

www.discountvanman.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 


Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.u 


Mm 

a 



Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7854 168459 



of the stress of the big 
move. You can arrange 
for it all to be done for 
you, or you can do the 
packing yourself - but 
leave the heavy stuff 
to the experts. 
CHECKLIST 

• Hire a removal 
company at least two 
weeks before you 
move 

• Use a removal 
company that is a 
member of the British 
Association of 
Removers 

• Make a list of 
your possessions so 
you can check if 
you’ve left anything 
behind 

It will help if you 
let the company know 
the following: 

• The amount of 
furniture you’re 
moving, so it can 
choose an adequately 
-sized truck and plan 
the number of jour¬ 
neys needed between 
your old and new 
home 

• A rough guess 
of how many boxes 
the company needs 
to pack, so it can 
estimate how long it 
will take 

• The exact time 
you want the team to 
arrive 

• Clear instruc¬ 
tions and directions 
to your new property 

• Arrange a 
parking space for the 
removal van. 

• Always tell the 
removal firm well in 
advance of pieces of 
furniture which 
won’t go through the 
door 

• Make a plan of 
where the furniture 
needs to go in your 
new home 



For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 


also a full range of legal services including: 

Conveyancing - 
Residental & Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, C0WBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


The 

flooring 
company 
that 
comes 
to you 

WEEKEND & EVENING APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE TO SUIT YOU 

FREE INSTALLATION 
FREE MEASURING SERVICE 
FREE DELIVERY 

FREE TO MOVE YOUR FURNITURE 
FREE UPLIFT YOUR OLD FLOORING 
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Government's plan to 
kickstart housing market 


D ETAILS of an ambitious scheme aiming 
to “unlock the aspirations of a new gen¬ 
eration of home buyers” were unveiled 
this week by the Prime Minister and Housing 
Minister Grant Shapps. 

Mr Shapps declared the NewBuy Guarantee open 
for business - a scheme that could enable an estimat¬ 
ed 100,000 prospective and existing homeowners to 
buy their dream home with much smaller deposits 
than currently required. 

He added that the increased demand for new 
homes will also give a boost to housebuilders and the 
economy, and see thousands of workers returning to 
building sites across the country. 

The new deals will mean that instead of a typical 
buyer requiring a £40,000 deposit for a £200,000 
property, they will now only need £10,000. 

The Government and housebuilders will help pro¬ 
vide security for the loan, so if the house is then sold 
for less than the outstanding mortgage total, the 
lender will be able to recover its loss. 

The deals will include : 


HM Garden Services 

ESTABLISHED 2000 

• FENCING Repaired, Replaced, Renewed 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 


• Barclays, who will offer 95 per cent ‘Loan-to- 
Value’ mortgages on properties built by Barratt, 
Bellway, Bovis, Persimmon, Redraw and Taylor 
Wimpey at 4.99 per cent fixed rate for two years and 
5.89 per cent fixed rate for four years 

• Nationwide, who will offer 95 per cent ‘Loan- 
to-Value’ mortgages on properties built by Barratt, 
Bovis, Bellway, Persimmon, Redraw and Taylor 
Wimpey at just 5.69 per cent fixed rate for three 
years, and 5.99 fixed rate for five years. 

• NatWest, who will offer 95 per cent ‘Loan-to- 
Value’ mortgages on properties built by Barratt, 
Bellway, Bovis, Linden Homes, Persimmon, Redraw 
and Taylor Wimpey at just 4.29 per cent fixed rate for 
two years, and 4.99 per cent fixed rate for five years. 

Vowles Landscaping & 
Grounds Maintenance 

Stone Walls, Patios, Decking, various styles of 
Fencing erected, grounds and garden maintenance, 
high pressure washing jetting service. 

Project Management (start to finish), planning 
and design, groundwork and drainage, all weather 

surfaces, all year maintenance, no obligation site visit. 

Free estimates. 

Excellent References & Portfolio 

Lee 07538 402416 or Andrew 07999 885322 

Email: lee@vowleslandscaping.co.uk 


M 


We have it all under one roof ... 

C0WBRIDGE FLOORING STUDIO 

42 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE CF71 7AB 


Call today 01446 774303 Home visits available 




H S9 BUILDING 
l/.r. SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Extensions 

• Plastering • Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork • Conservatories 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Tel: 01446 711968 
or 07831 655429 


Man With A 


Single item to Sull house removal 
collections and deliveries 

Available 7 days a week 
Fully insured 


Tel 01446 679224 
Mobile 07521318658 
Based in Llantwit Major 

couriersolutionswales.co.uk 


Cardiff & The Vale 

WINDOW CLEANING 

covering South Wales 

Traditional Methods 
Regular & Reliable Service 
Reasonable Rates 

Free Quotes 

07764 323245 


dee f m 
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DREAM ROOMS 

Trading as G.H.I.S. LTD 

FITTED • KITCHENS 

• BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOMS 

Decking, Ceramic Tiling, 
Hardwood or Laminate Flooring, 
Extensions, Loft/Garage 
Conversions, Etc. 



In house 3-D Design Facilities. 
Customer’s individual requirements 
and satisfaction our priority. 

30+ years experience time served tradesman. 
90% of work received via recommendation. 
References available. 

Design, supply and fit or supply only. 

FREEPHONE 0800 088 6132 

Reliable aftercare service 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

FAX 01443 226375 MOBI 07866 605617 
k.green1958@live.co.uk 


Penarth Computer 
Club news 


Using hard 
and soft 
returns - and 


the recycle bin 


HARD returns are 
used to signify the 
end of a para¬ 
graph, whereas soft 
returns simply sig¬ 
nify the end of a 
line. 

When you are typing 
with a word processor 
the programme knows 
when you have come to 
the end of a line and 
automatically wraps the 
typing to the next line. 

You need to do noth¬ 
ing because your pro¬ 
gramme has inserted an 
automatic soft return. 
You cannot see it and it 
will not be printed. 

If you later change 
the text, the automatic 
soft return allows the 
programme to adjust its 
position to suit the 
changes made. 

If you want the soft 
return to be made after a 
specific word you can 
pin it in place by press¬ 
ing the shift and enter 
keys and getting a new 
line to start immediately 
after the soft return 
wherever it might be on 
a line. 

Accordingly it is 
sometimes referred to as 
the new line character. It 
will show as a down- 
and-left arrow if the 
screen is set to show 
non-printing characters. 

If you simply press 
enter you will insert a 
hard return that starts a 
new paragraph. Its mini¬ 
mum effect is similar to 
the forced soft return, 
but it can be set to do 
more. 

As well as forcing the 
programme to start 
using the next line it can 
tell it to allow a bigger 
space of one and a half 
lines and to automatical¬ 
ly indent the first word 
by a specified amount. 

These things and 
more can be set up with¬ 


in the programme’s 
Normal.dot template (in 
Word, for example, use 
‘help’ to find the tem¬ 
plate and follow the 
instructions). 

Taking the trouble 
can make life easier for 
you and make your doc¬ 
uments more attractive. 

The recycle bin - 
You can change the set¬ 
tings of your recycle bin 
to suit the way you 
work (right click on the 
recycle bin icon and 
click ‘properties’). 

If you rarely empty 
the recycle bin because 
you fear discarding files 
you might want to 
recover; you can 
increase its storage 
capacity. 

Alternatively, you 
might reduce its size if 
you frequently empty it, 
but most people forget 
(it is usually set at 10 
per cent of the hard 
disk). 

You can turn off the 
delete confirmation 
query box that appears 
whenever you send files 
to the recycle bin, or 
even choose not to 
move files to the recycle 
bin, but immediately 
remove them from your 
computer when deleted. 

We suggest that you 
do not opt to by-pass the 
bin all the time. For 
files that you are certain 
you will never need 
again you can by-pass 
the bin occasionally by 
holding down the shift 
key as you press delete. 
Just take due care! 

The next meeting is 
on March 27 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
at 7.30pm. Kevin S will 
be explaining e-Bay. 

For more information 
ring Mike on 029 
20309579. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


Army pay book and 
family are re-united! 


FOLLOWING a 
GEM appeal, an 
Army pay book from 
World War Two has 
been reunited with 
the family of the sol¬ 
dier it belonged to. 

Last week, Tim 
O’Sullivan of the Royal 
British Legion high¬ 
lighted the fact he had 
papers relating to 
4619609 Tpr. Ferguson 
William John, who was 
born on November 21, 
1917. 

His address at the 
time was 18 Scott 
Street, Treherbert, 
Rhondda. 

The pay book among 
the accumulated papers 
that had came from the 
Legion’s hut in 
Lombard Street, Barry, 
which closed 20 years 
ago. 

Two of Mr John’s 


family responded to 
Tim’s appeal, his 
daughter, who is now 
the owner of the papers, 
and a man who turned 
out to be a close rela¬ 
tive. 

Tim said: “The two 
people were first 
cousins from Barry and 
had lost touch with 
each other. 

“It is thanks to The 
GEM that the pay book 
has been returned to 
the family.” 

Trading 

standards 

TRADING Standards 
will be at The Senior 
Health Shop, 38 Holton 
Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday March 27 
(10am-12 noon) to 
answer any questions 
informally. 
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Unlocking the mind is key to 
Vale golf pro’s teaching method 


A nyone 

who has 
ever tried to 
work on their golf 
swing, soon finds 
that it can get very 
complicated. 

It is probably where 
the phrase ‘paralysis by 
analysis’ comes from. 
However, one Vale golf 
teacher has other ideas. 

The first thing you’ll 
learn at John Hasting’s 
Natural Golf Academy, 
is to unclutter your 


mind. Golfers spend 
most of their playing 
lives absorbing a multi¬ 
tude of tips, advice and 
information on how to 
play the game better. 

None of what they 
are told is worthless, 
but together it can build 
into a tangle of 
thoughts, all jostling for 
attention when the play¬ 
er addresses the ball. 

Too often, the result 
is confusion. 

John Hastings offers 
a philosophy, gained 


over a lifetime as a top 
player and teacher, that 
brings simplicity to the 
task. 

He starts by telling 
his pupils why they find 
the game so difficult:- 

They think too much, 
they try too hard, they 
are too tense and they 
use too much force. 

‘Ignore your 
thoughts, trust your 
feelings,’ he says. 

Taking the stress out 
of their game, making 
them aware of the abili¬ 
ty they have within 
them, is the basic aim 
of the Natural Golf 
Academy at the St 
Andrews Major Golf 
Club, near Wenvoe. 

John says that it is 
the only golf training 
centre of its kind in 
south Wales, and in it 
he offers instruction that 
is slightly off the con¬ 
ventional path of teach¬ 
ing. 

Of course, there are 
certain basics like grip 
and stance that have to 
be right and there’s 
technique to be learned. 

“But,” he says, “the 
approach has to be sim¬ 
ple and I honestly 
believe that much of the 
modern way of teaching 
is making a simple 
game difficult.’ 

There’s strong ele¬ 


ment of Buddhism in 
his theme of relaxation 
and inner harmony, but 
he has a thorough tech¬ 
nical background, 
gained not only as a 
professional player in 
European tournaments 
but as a teaching pro in 
Germany and France. 

He also had a spell as 
Craig Stadler’s caddy 
on the US PGA Tour. 

His experience has 
convinced him that the 
swing should be one 
easy movement and not 
the result of a sequence 
of thoughts. 

Hastings was born in 
St Athan in 1955 and 
was assistant pro in the 
mid-1970s at Bristol 
and Clifton Golf Club 
and then later at Cardiff 
Golf Club. 

In 1975, he won the 
Welsh Assistants cham¬ 
pionship and then went 
to America where he 
teamed up with US 
Masters champion Craig 
Stadler. 

He returned to Wales 
in 1980 and became 
head professional at 
Llantrisant Golf Club. 
During his three years 
there, he won the South 
Wales Professional 
championship and 
became course record 
holder at Llantrisant 
with a 65 - which still 


stands today. 

In 1984, he moved to 
Germany to become 
head pro at one of the 
country’s leading sports 
hotels and then spent 
five years teaching at 
Baden Baden, 
Germany’s third oldest 
golf club. 

In 1989, he moved to 
France to be head teach¬ 
ing pro at the Bernhard 
Langer Academy in 
Strasbourg, Alsace. 

On returning to 
Wales, he became golf 
coach at Cottrell Park 
and in 2005 coached the 
YMG Junior Welsh 
team at St Andrews, 
Scotland, where they 
came third. 

His natural golf phi¬ 
losophy has been devel¬ 
oping for more than 20 
years and he has been 
rewarded by seeing def¬ 
inite improvement in 
both beginners and low- 
handicap players alike. 

Among his many 
pupils is journalist Peter 
Corrigan, who for the 
past 14 years has been 
describing his adven¬ 
tures as a bad player in 
a column called ‘The 
Hacker’ in the 
Independent on Sunday. 
He has recently trans¬ 
ferred this to the web¬ 
site www.thegolfing- 
hacker.com . 


“No professional in 
the world would wel¬ 
come the sight of me 
looming up for a les¬ 
son,” says Corrigan. 

“I am an out-and-out 
28 handicapper and I 
have trouble even play¬ 
ing to that. But there is 
no doubt that John’s 
methods are having a 
dramatic effect on my 
game. 

“I am swinging more 
naturally and hitting the 
ball better, but what I 
haven’t mastered yet is 
the consistency neces¬ 
sary to bring in a good 
medal card.” 

Former Wales and 
British Lion centre Tom 
Shanklin is another 
Hastings pupil who has 
seen a difference. 

He said: “Having les¬ 
sons from John 
Hastings at St Andrew’s 
Major Golf Club has 
massively improved my 
game. 

“In under a year I 
have managed to drop 
eight shots. I would 
highly recommend les¬ 
sons with John for any¬ 
one wanting to develop 
their game.” 

SEE ADVERT ON 
THE BACK PAGE OF 
THIS WEEK’S GEM 
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ABOVE: 

Tom Shanklin (left) is working on 
his golf game under the guidance 
of John Hastings (right). 


Follow The Glamorgan 
GEM on Twitter - you can 
find us @gem_news 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Fort Rotla 

• Ford Focut 

• Ford Focus 



FordS-Maa 
6 stMtVA 
Transporter 

9a*af mrhiM 




(01656) 

660160 


Ful detals avalitbc on our website 


www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


Worry-free 
means everything 
is included 

8 Use you* motabii ty allowance 
a Breakdown recovery 

• Road t&i and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance 

• 60,000 mileage allowance 
8 Specialist advice 




Motabihty 

www-motabllityxo.uk 



FORD FIESTA ZETEC 

1.4 96ps 50R Petrol Manual/Auto 



from NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 



NtW FORD C-MAX ZETEC 

1.6 SDR Petrol Manual 

' twttNi tteuw a oiiiwi 
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from £395 ADVANCE PAYMENT 



NEW FORD FOCUS ZETEC 

1,6 SDR Petrol Manual 


tuact) MMJW to iwrtM 
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from NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 



FORD MON DEO ZETEC 

1.6 !60p* SOR Hatchback EcaQooht 
Patrol Manual 
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from £795 ADVANCE PAYMENT 


All Motability cars come with FREE Rear Parking Sensors 

FORDTHORNE 

281 Penarth Road. Cardiff 029 2022 3100 



Feel the difference 


e-mail: sales@fordthorneco.uk 
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‘Cold shower in winter 
on the Falklands not 
a pleasant experience’ 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
travelled to the 
Falkland Islands 
with members of 
the House of 
Commons Defence 
Select Committee 
to visit British 
forces based on the 
Islands. 

She reports: The 
co mmi ttee has not been 
able to visit the Islands 
for a few years, so the 
programme was very 
busy, she reports. 

The Falklands are 
reached via RAF Brize 
Norton where a twice 
weekly 22-hour flight is 
available to service per¬ 
sonnel, Falkland 
Islanders and returning 
veterans. The plane 
stops at Ascension 
Island for two hours to 
refuel before continuing 
the long flight south. 
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Madeleine 
Moon pic¬ 
tured during 
her visit to 
the Falkland 
Islands. 



During the five-day 
visit to the Islands she 
was able to meet with 
the crew of HMS Clyde 
before they left to carry 
out coastal protection 
work and a visit to the 
marine nature reserve 


area around South 
Georgia. 

Accommodation for the 
committee was in the 
main barrack block, 
where they experienced 
a three-day failure of 
the heating and hot 


AMELIA IS THROUGH, TOO! 


AS proud parents, we were 
delighted to see your report of 
our daughter Amelia’s success 
in the Rotary Young Chef 
Final (The GEM, March 8). 

However, as runner-up she, too, 
goes through to the regional final on Alex and Felicity Glanville. 
the March 17 in Monmouth. We Ewenny. 


would like to thank Mr Andrew 
Huddart of Huddarts Restaurant 
for his help and advice to Amelia in 
preparing for the next round, as 
well as the encouragement of all at 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School. 
Go Me Me! 


water system.“A cold 
shower in the winter in 
the south Atlantic is not 
a pleasant experience. 
Fortunately, we were so 
busy meeting serving 
personnel in the port, 
fuel distribution centre, 
families, the combat 
support teams flying 
Hercules air to air refu¬ 
elling planes, search and 
rescue helicopters and 
Typhoons, we did not 
have time to linger 
under the water,” she 
says. 

“The visit included 
meetings with the gov¬ 
ernor of the Islands, the 
Chamber of Commerce 


and the Falkland Islands 
government to discuss 
developments on there. 

“The committee were 
especially privileged to 
visit Liberty Lodge set 
up by the Falklands’ 
Veterans Foundation to 
welcome and support 
veterans returning to the 
Islands and to talk to 
some of the former sol¬ 
diers staying there. 

“On our final full 
day, we flew by heli¬ 
copter to the top of 
Mount Byron to visit 
the hardworking team 
based at the remote 
radar head monitoring 
movements around the 
Islands. 

“We then flew down 
to Blue Beach Cemetery 
in San Carlos to lay a 
wreath at the military 
cemetery. This was my 
second visit to the 
cemetery and a very 
moving experience to 
return to this most beau¬ 
tiful and tranquil site 
which saw such devas¬ 
tation.” 

The Defence Select 
Committee will be com¬ 
pleting a report outlin¬ 
ing their finding from 
the visit, including rec¬ 
ommendations for 
changes and improve¬ 
ments to services and 
facilities at the base. 


Sharing the care of 
disabled children 
and young people 


PARENTS of dis¬ 
abled children and 
young people who 
are reluctant to use 
short-break servic¬ 
es, may be missing 
out on a whole 
range of positive 
benefits, suggests 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council at 
the start of this 
year’s Share the 
Care Week (19-25 
March). 

According to 

research, many parents 
are unwilling to leave 
their child at all, con¬ 
cerned that short break 
carers will not be able to 
provide such high quali¬ 
ty care as they do, or 
fearing that their child 
will be unhappy and 
unsettled without their 
family or their usual rou¬ 
tine. 

Yet, short breaks pro¬ 
vide disabled children 
and young people with 
valuable opportunities to 
meet new people, enjoy 
a variety of activities 
and social experiences 
and move towards inde¬ 
pendence, whilst their 
parents have the chance 
to relax, do other tasks 
and spend time with 
family and friends. 

BCBC’s Family Link 


Scheme offers short 
term, temporary care to 
0-18 year olds with 
learning difficulties 
and/or physical disabili¬ 
ties from a few hours a 
week to an overnight 
stay on a regular basis. 

Short breaks carers 
receive comprehensive 
training and ongoing 
support and guidance. 

Coun Alana Davies, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Our Family Link 
carers understand the 
pressure related to car¬ 
ing for a disabled child 
or young person, and 
want to help by taking a 
child into their home for 


a while. Parents are not 
giving up any of their 
rights or putting their 
child ‘into care’; they 
are simply sharing some 
of the workload, which 
can be immensely bene¬ 
ficial to everyone 
involved.” 

Share the Care week 
is an annual national 
campaign organised by 
the Shared Care 
Network charity to raise 
awareness of short break 
services and to encour¬ 
age more people to come 
forward and consider 
becoming a carer for dis¬ 
abled children and 
young people. 


Dewi (13) runs 
5k for charity 


DEWI Casley (aged 
13) and his mum, 
Leanne, representing 
Tae Kwon Do Academy 
of Wales, they took part 
in the 5K St David’s 
Day Race in Bute Park 
on Sunday March 4. 

It was Dewi’s first 
race and he came in 
with a fantastic time of 
26.07. 

Dewi raised over 
£100 for Katie Lloyd’s 
charity ‘Believe’in aid 
of Cystic Fibrosis. 



13-year-old Dewi 
Casley with his medal. 


75 High Street, 
Cowbridge, 
CF71 7AF 
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FAIRFAX 


01446 771777 

sales@brinsonsfairfax.co.uk 

www.brinsons.co.uk 


Chartered Surveyors, Auctioneers, Valuers & Estate Agents 


SPRING PROPERTY AUCTION 

AT THE BEAR HOTEL, COWBRIDGE ON 21st MARCH 2012 AT 7.00 PM 


Land at Peterswell 
Llantwit Major 



c.4.28 acres of pasture land 
off the B4268 


Guide 

£35,000-£40,000 


Building Plots at Abercynon 
Road,Ynysboeth 



4 single building plots 3 of which 
have detailed planning consent 


Guide 

£150,000+ 


Barns & Land, Gilfach 
Maen lsaf,Trelewis 



Two stone barns for conversion 
together with 5 building plots 
(lapsed planning consent). 


Guide 

£180,000-£200,000 


Land atTyla-Winder 
Farm, Llantrisant 



c. 10.75 acres of 
pasture land 


Guide 

£50,000 


1-3 The Butts, 
Westgate, Cowbridge 



Three traditional stone cottages in need 
of complete renovation and refurbishment 


Guide 

£350,000+ 


20 Maindee Road, 
Cwmfelinfach, Caerphilly 







Ground floor shop, basement workshop 
& 1 st floor flat. Vacant possession 


Guide 

£129,000+ 


25 Broad Street, 
Ross-On-Wye 


141 East Street, 
Bedminster, Bristol 


148 East Street, 
Bedminster, Bristol 


Land at Bettws, 
Bridgend 





Commercial investment property 
producing £13,000 PAX 


Guide 

£120,000-E130,000 


Commercial investment property 
let at £11,000 PAX 


Guide 

£120,000-E130,000 


Commercial investment property 
let at £12,000 PAX 


Guide 

£120,000-E130,000 



21 High Street, 
Fleur De Lys, Blackwood 


Land atTynewydd 
Road, Barry 




c.0.35 acres of strategically 
placed amenity land 


Guide 

£ 2 , 000 + 


Ground floor shop with 1 st & 2nd 
floor maisonette. Vacant possession 


Guide 

£ 100 , 000 + 


0.62 acre Potential Development 
Site (subject to planning) 


Guide 

£50,000+ 


r nghtmove. 


Offices also at: Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 1NX 
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Talent 

show 

CYNFFIG 
Comprehensive 
friends association 
is holding a 
‘Cynffig’s Got 
Talent Show’ at the 
school in East 
Avenue, Kenfig 
Hill, on Wednesday 
March 28 at 6pm. 

They have 12 pupils 
showcasing their talents 
for not only the title, 
but also a prize of £50. 

This fun-packed 
evening will have three 
heats of auditions 
before ending with an 
exciting final. 

The talent will be 
judged by five official 
judges and by text votes 
from the audience (the 
texting will be non¬ 
profit making). 

Prices are £3 and £2 
concessions/children, 
and are available in 
Bethlehem Life Centre, 
Cefn Cribwr and Pyle 
Library, Pyle. 

Parish news 

LENTEN Lunches 
in aid of Motor 


Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon, Mrs Stanford and pupils at 
Mynydd Cynffig Infants School at the awards assembly. 


BACK ROW (left to right): Terry Roper, Clayton Spanswick, Paul Dark and Phil Butcher. 
FRONT ROW: Martin Burnell, Andrew Burnell and Ray Giles. 


Neurone Disease 
will take place 
tomorrow, Friday 
March 16, at 
12.30pm in St 
James’ Church 
Hall, Pyle, and also 
on March 22 and 


Photographic 
Society holds 
its annual 
competition 




Les Loosemore presents Richard Craze (right) 
with the winner s trophy 

PYLE and 

Porthcawl 
Photographic 
Society held its 
annual portfolio 
competition on 
Thursday, March 8, 
at The Rest. 

The competition com¬ 
prised four images from 
each entrant, one in each 
of the following cate¬ 
gories: Abstract or Still 
Life, Landscape or 
Seascape, Nature and 
Portrait or Candid 
(People). 

The aggregate score 
of eachfour images 
decided the winner. 

Les Loosemore 
superbly judged the 
competition in his inim¬ 
itable style, and not only 
gave the marks for each 
image, but also provided 
an excellent critique. 

The winner was 
Richard Craze with 
‘Water Jug and 
Shadow’, ‘Old Fence 
Post’, ‘Petals’ and ‘Cat 
Woman’. 

Second place went to 


Cat Woman 

John Corcoran with 
‘Reflections’ , 
‘Throwing Stones’, 
‘Swan by the Stepping 
Stones’ and ‘Waiting’. 

Third Place went to 
Glyn Edmunds with 
‘Cast Off’, ‘Waiting for 
the Sun’, ‘Hey, I’m Still 
Eating!’ and ‘The 
African Look’. 

Congratulations to 
Richard on winning the 
competition and a big 
thank you to all who 
participated for making 
it such an interesting and 
entertaining evening. 

GE 


23. The cost of the 
lunch is just £2, so 
why not go along 
and support a wor¬ 
thy cause. 

Movietime - is this 
time a classic film, and 
will be held in the 
church hall on Thursday 
March at 2pm. 

The Mothers Union 
quiet evening will take 
place in St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Mawdlam on Tuesday 
March 20 at 7pm. 

School 
awards 
ATTENDANCE 
award - Well done 
to class 5 at 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants School who 
won last week’s 
attendance award 
with 94.6 per cent. 

A Fairtrade coffee 
morning is being held 
tomorrow, March 16, at 
10am. Year-1 parents 
are invited to attend. 

The Image Theatre 
are at the school on 
March 19 presenting 
Stig of the Dump to 
Reception and year 1 
and 2 children. (£1 per 
child). 

The Gregory 
Brothers Road-show 
will be at the school on 
March 23. There’s no 
charge for this. 

There will also be a 
cake sale on that day. 

Award - At the invi¬ 
tation of school gover¬ 
nor Mrs Greta Rogers, 
Local MP Madeleine 
Moon attended the 
Infants School last 
Monday to present them 
with the ‘Basic Skills’ 
award. 

Headteacher, Mrs 
Amanda Stanford, 
received the award on 
behalf of the teachers 
and the children who 
have worked so hard to 
achieve it, and thanked 
Mrs Moon for taking 
time out from her busy 
schedule to come along 
to the celebratory 
assembly to present it. 

Wellbeing 
Centre 
ACTIVITIES 
being held by 
Mental Health 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Matters, Wales, at 
the Talbot 
Community 
Centre, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill, 
on Wednesday, 
March 21, include: 
reading group 
from 2pm to 3pm 
and arts and crafts 
(Easter cards) 
from 3pm to 4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon from 
lpm to 5pm. 

Pupils 

rewarded 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to the follow¬ 
ing pupils at 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff 
at the school last 
week: Ewan Flower 
- Class 1, Beth 
0 ’Neil - Class 2, 
Dafydd Jones - 
Class 3, Ewan 
Davies - Class 4, 
Meghan Evans - 
Class 5, Charlotte 
Grabham - Class 6 
and Rebecca 
Coleman/Kate 
Thomas - Class 7. 
The headteacher’s 
award went to 
Emily Walters. 

Congratulations also 
go to Isabelle Aubin, 
Imogen Jones, Cerys 
Barrett, Jodie Barnett, 
Jude Abraham-Jones, 
Ellie Griffiths, Holly 
May-Evans, Zuzanna 
Kubala, Alex Underhill, 
Mark Underhill and 
Charlotte Roberts for 
their excellent behav¬ 
iour during lunchtimes 
last week and as a 
reward they will be 
joining Mr Goldsworthy 


it. 


for lunch. 

St David’s Day - Mr 
Goldsworthy would like 
to apologise to Caitlin 
Jones and Neve 
Mitchell who, unfortu¬ 
nately, were left out of 
the winners’ list last 
week. Caitlin came sec¬ 
ond in the traditional 
costume competition 
and Neve came third in 
the art competition. 

Inter-school match¬ 
es - On March 2, the 
school played away to 
Llangewydd Primary 
School in netball and 
rugby. 

The rugby A team 
were in fine form and 
produced an excellent 
performance, scoring 
seven tries. Leon Jones, 
Rhys Perry, Luke 
Dingle, Bradley Jenkins 
and Connor Famham 
scored a try each with 
Callum Lewis rounding 
off with two tries. 

Luke Dingle once 
again had his kicking 
boots on, converting 
every try. It was a 
tremendous game 
against one of the 
school’s closest rivals, 
with Llangewydd put¬ 
ting up a spirited per¬ 
formance. 

The score at half¬ 
time was 14 points 
each, but the team ran 
riot in the second half 
and the school ran out 
winners, 49-14. 

The school showed 
that they have strength 
in depth when the B 
team ran out winners by 
30 points to nil with 
Cameron Jenkins, 

Oliver Roberts and 
Ryan Evans scoring two 
tries each. 

There was mixed for¬ 
tunes for the netball 
teams when they came 
up against strong oppo¬ 
sition. The A team lost 
8-2 and the B team lost 



_y 


At the Kenfig Hill RFC former players reunion were (left to right): 
Ray Giles, Tony Lewis and Doug Evans. 


13-2. However it was 
better news when the C 
team played and won by 
a margin of 11-1. 

School Assembly - 
Tomorrow, March 16, 
Class 2 will be holding 
their class assembly. 
Parents, relatives and 
friends are welcome at 
10.45am. 

St David’s 
Day concert 
St Theodore’s 
would like to thank 
everyone who sup¬ 
ported the concert 
arranged and given 
by the Cantorion 
Coety Choir and 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School 
Choir. 

The audience also 
experienced some 
delightful singing, both 
in Welsh and English, 
by 16-year-old Megan 
Eleri Griffiths, an 
extremely talented pupil 
of Y sgol Gyfun 
Llanahri and a previous 
winner of Bridgend 
Young Singer of the 
Year. 

The evening’s enter¬ 
tainment was compered 
with great humour by 
Tony Mullins. 

It was also a delight 
to have the Cantorion 
Coety Choir singing a 
selection of old Welsh 
favourites on their first 
visit to St Theodore’s. 

The Mynydd Cynffig 
Cynffig Junior School 
Choir excelled them¬ 
selves under their musi¬ 
cal director, Miss 
Kathryn Brace, with an 


enthusiastic perform¬ 
ance that was thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed by everyone. 

Acting headteacher 
of the school, Mr 
Richard Goldsworthy, 
was extremely proud of 
the children and spoke 
warmly of the impor¬ 
tance of the church, 
school and the commu¬ 
nity. 

Fr Jonathan thanked 
everyone for their fine 
performances and finan¬ 
cial support for the 
Parish Church, £485, 
which will go towards 
the expensive repairs 
required to their historic 
100-year-old organ. 

Kenfig Hill 
RFC 

WHEN the past and 
present players met 
last Saturday, (see 
photographs 
above) they held a 
minute’s silence before 
the Wales versus Italy 
game in honour of 


Gareth ‘Mozba’ Mills 
and Miles Jenkins, two 
stalwarts of the club, 
who recently passed 
away. 

Miles was the last of 
the famous Kenfig Hill 
front row which he 
made up with Paul 
Bennett and Gareth 
Evans. 

I am told from a reli¬ 
able source that they 
sorted out that lot from 
Pontypool, in no uncer¬ 
tain manner, when they 
came down to play a 
friendly. 

Apart from this sad 
episode, it was quite a 
nostalgic afternoon with 
some incredible stories 
flying about, telling of 
some dubious feats on 
the field, and some off 
it. 

However, the atmos¬ 
phere was tremendous 
and the afternoon ended 
in great style with a 
Welsh win. 


NEWS FROM 
NEWTON WI 


PRESIDENT Pearl 
welcomed 57 ladies 
to a meeting of 
Newton WI. 

Pancake day had been 
very successful, and pan¬ 
cakes were cooked by 
Shirley and Anna, who 
kept them coming off the 
stove. 

Pearl mentioned the 
events coming up, which 
included our link meet¬ 
ing, trip to The King and 


/, council meeting, trip 
to Avon Gorge, coffee 
morning and the famous 
‘Shirley walks’. 

Shirley will lead hik¬ 
ing through Cowbridge 
(with coffee). 

Ladies, if you would 
like to join us, come 
along to Gilgal Hall, 
Woodland Avenue, or get 
in touch with Pearl on 
01656 772657 or Pat on 
01656 788003. 
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LEFT: 
These 
local 
girls are 
sitting 
pretty at 
the top 
of the 
league 


Porthcawl youth 
warm up with win 


PORTHCAWL Youth wel¬ 
comed a good Pentyrch side 
for this Friday night game. 

The visitors started very brightly 
and it looked like being a difficult 
night for the young seaweeds in the 
first ten minutes. 

However once the home side 
started winning some ball then the 
game was turned on its head and 
the seaweeds blitzed the Cardiff 
side with a scintillating display of 
attacking rugby in the first half, 
scoring three tries and two conver¬ 
sations. 


The second half was a more stop 
start affair with the home side 
making numerous changes which 
disrupted the flow of the game. 

With Pentyrch trying desperate¬ 
ly to get a deserved try, the young 
seaweeds held firm and were able 
to score two more excellent tries of 
their own to win the game 31-0. 

This young youth team can now 
look forward to playing an experi¬ 
enced Cefn Cribbwr outfit in the 
District Cup semi final at Cefn on 
Friday, March 16, kick off 7.15pm. 

PB 


Double duty for Bridgend 
Athletic under-11s 


BRIDGEND Athletic under- 
11s played Ystrad Rhondda in 
this week’s fixture and were 
without vice-captain Jack 
Obbard due to injury. 

This meant that Sion Vigus played 
his first game in the forwards. 

The Ath got the match underway 
and both teams cancelled each other 
out early on. It was the Ath who 
managed to step things up and were 
rewarded with a well taken try from 
Thomas Anthony, who scored from 
close range. Connor Fabian converted 
to make it 7-0 to the Ath. 

The Ath continued with a high 
work rate and created a chance for 
Dan O’Sullivan who crashed over the 
line to score. Connor Fabian convert¬ 
ed to give the Ath a 14-0m lead at the 
break. 

Ystrad got the second half under¬ 
way but the Ath carried on from 
where they left off in the first half. 

A kick down field bounced kindly 
for Thomas Reed who ran half the 
length of the field to score. Connor 
Fabian converted making it 21-0 to 
the Ath. 

A great run From Sam Owen saw 
him find his way over to score his 
first Ath try of the season. Once 
again Connor Fabian kicked the con¬ 
version to extend the Ath lead to 28- 
0. 

The visitors scored the last try of 
the match after some good forward 
play. The conversion was kicked to 


make the final score Bridgend Ath 28 
Ystrad Rhondda 7. 

Game 2 saw the Ath kick off. This 
matched proved to be a more even 
affair. 

Ystrad made some good early 
breaks but the Ath defended excep¬ 
tionally well with some great tackles 
being made. 

It wasn’t all one way traffic as 
when the Ath gained possession they 
were able to recycle the ball well 
through the phases creating some 
good attacks of their own. 

However neither side could break 
the deadlock before the break. Ystrad 
got the second half underway. 

The second half had a similar pat¬ 
tern too it and looked as though it 
would finish 0-0. 

With the final play of the match 
Ystrad managed to scramble over and 
score the winning try. The conversion 
was kicked to make the final score 
Bridgend Ath 0 Ystrad Rhondda 7. 
Ath team: - Thomas Anthony (Copt), 
Gwilym John, Ffion Revill, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Sion Vigus, Sam 
Veasey, Louis King, Jamie Marshall, 
Dajfydd Beech, Thomas Reed, 

Conner Fabian, Sam Owen, Jack 
Mustoe, Taine Waite, Brandyn Fooks, 
William Goodhall, Megan Webb, 
Charles Creffield, Josh Tidy, Oran 
Harry, Lance Burn. 

BR 


Girls football 
team are 
flying high 


WITH 10 wins, one 
draw and no losses, 
the girls of 
Porthcawl TA 
Football Club are 
rising to the top of 
the league table. 

A fantastic achieve¬ 
ment for this group of 
players, considering the 
team was only formed at 
the beginning of season 
in September. 

The under-12s squad 
comprises: Eleanor, 
Holly, Sara, Ania, 
Chantelle, Ffion, Lilli, 
Emily and Jade. 


New players are 
warmly welcomed at 
Porthcawl Town Athletic 
Football Club girls, in 
particular ages 10, 11, 

12 and 13. 

Any players in the 
county boroughs of 
Bridgend and the Vale 
who are new to the 
game of soccer or cur¬ 
rently playing in boys 
teams are invited to join 
in and experience girls 
football. 

All abilities welcome, 
skills training provided; 
please telephone 0786 
7744880. 


Llantwit Major 
JFC under-14s 
through to Lions 
Cup semi-final 


LIONS Club 

International hold 
an annual Five 
Nation football 
competition for 
players under 14 
years of age and 
over the last few 
years, Llantwit 
Major and 

Cowbridge Lions 
Club have spon¬ 
sored a team with 
great success. 

This season, the 
Llantwit Major JFC 
under-14s have success¬ 
fully progressed through 
earlier rounds to the 
quarter final, which was 
played at Bridgewater 
against Newquay FC. 

The ground conditions 
on the day were heavy 
and a strong wind influ¬ 
enced play; in the first 
half the quality of the 
football was very high, 


with Newquay just shad¬ 
ing overall possession. 

Even so, Llantwit 
Major forward Richard 
Stephens scored an 
excellent goal for a first 
half lead of 1-0. 

Both teams worked 
hard and the football in 
the second half was a joy 
to watch. 

Llantwit Major were 
the stronger team and 
eventually pressure told 
on Newquay, who con¬ 
ceded an own goal. 

Both teams continued 
to fight to the finish. Just 
before the final whistle, 
Newquay scored a con¬ 
solation goal to finish the 
game 2-1 in Llantwit’s 
favour. 

Congratulations to the 
Llantwit Major JFC 
squad and to coaches 
Phil Clay and Russell, 
who now await the semi¬ 
final draw. 

MIKE HALL 


Ath under-lOs 
in tight games 


ATH under-lOs 
welcomed a very 
physical and deter¬ 
mined Ystrad 
Rhondda side to 
Newbridge Fields. 

Ath pressured from 
the start but didn’t man¬ 
age to convert this into 
points. Strong running 
from Mason Hughes 
saw him tackled just 
short. 

Ystrad ran out of 
defence, good tackling 
from Dewi Harding, 
Morgan Bennett and 
Jules Burn slowed down 
the play, and a great 
steal from Hughes saw 
him power upfield and 
fantastic support play by 
Mason Edwards saw 
him run in the first try. 

Ystrad came back 
strongly, Wil Thomas 
and Kieran Richards 
putting in superb tack¬ 
les. First to the break¬ 
down was Jack Pitts 
who stole the ball and 
Richards cleared the Ath 
line. 

The ball was picked 
up and the visitors ran 
straight through the Ath 
defence to level the 
score. 

Too many handling 
errors cost the Ath as 
Ystrad quickly scored 
again to take the lead. 
Ystrad made good 
ground again, Sam 
Ralph and Blake Dando 
stopping the attack. 

Great work from Pitts 
allowed the Ath to steal 
the ball, the clearance 
kick from Harding saw 
Mason Edwards sprint 
upfield and forced the 
defence to lose posses¬ 
sion. 

A great pick up from 
Isaac Watkins saw him 
race for the comer, step 
inside the last two 
defenders to score a 
great try and level the 
scores at half time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed at a frantic pace, both 
sides competing well at 
the breakdown with 
Emyr Anthony, Tom 
Jones and Josh 
Llewellyn leading the 
line for the Ath. 

Ystrad threw the ball 
wide, but good cover 
from Iwan Hill and 
Owen Thomas took the 
sting out of the attack. 
Ath worked the ball 
upfield; good running 
from Oli Raynor 
released Owen Thomas 
who was only stopped 


Pencoed under-lls warm up in style with win 


ON a sunny morning Pencoed 
under-lls travelled to 
Maesteg Welsh and again 
played sunshine rugby. 

The first few minutes were tight 
with Maesteg defending well and 
forcing Pencoed attacks into touch. 

Pencoed’s forwards kept driving 
and captain Owain John went over 
for the first try with an impressive 
drive for the line. Sam Costello con¬ 
verted to make it 7-0 before he then 
danced through the Maesteg defence 
to score himself, which Mike Bosely 
converted to make it 14-0. 

Josh Sands kept on crashing 
through the defence setting up the 
mcks and quick ball was passed to 
Cael Chamberlain who drove through 
the cover defence for a 20 yard mn 
only to be tackled just short of the 
line. 


He managed to offload in the tack¬ 
le to a supporting Sam Costello to 
score his second try converted by 
Owain John to make it 21-0. 

Maesteg kept driving and scored a 
breakaway and deserved try in the 
corner which was converted to make 
the score 21-7. 

Pencoed then stepped up a gear 
and the most popular try of the game 
was scored by winger Jack 
Rowlands, who received the ball 
from Mike Bosley, who made a 
superb pass out of the tackle to Jack, 
who stepped inside the defence to 
score in the comer, converted by 
Tyron Harding, to make the score 28- 
7. 

New player Brogan Parrish, along 
with Ben Sullivan, Ben Jones, Cael 
Chamberlain, Levi Davies and Rhys 
Spurgeon, were effective in the mcks 
winning ball and feeding the impres¬ 


sive backs of Will Jervis, Sam 
Costello, Tyrone Harding, Mike 
Bosely, Josh Sands, Johnathan Carr, 
Daniel John, loan Richards and man 
of the match Jack Rowlands. 

The final try of the day saw scmm 
half Will Jervis feed Sam Costello, 
who scored his third try with a terrif¬ 
ic solo effort by chipping over the 
Maesteg msh defence and gathering 
his own kick to score, which was 
converted by Josh Sands making the 
final score of the first game Pencoed 
35, Maesteg Welsh 7. 

The second game saw Pencoed 
still driving and tackling hard against 
a stern Maesteg defence to score four 
tries in a 20 minute game. 

The first came from Mike Bosley 
running through the defence to score 
followed by Daniel John showing his 
pace to run around the defence to 
score in the comer. 


Jonathan Carr then danced through 
to score a solo effort before Maesteg 
scored a deserved and well worked 
try by their forwards to show that 
they were not beaten. 

The last try was scored by Cael 
Chamberlain who managed to pounce 
on untidy line out ball won by 
Maesteg and score in the corner. With 
no conversions being taken the final 
score was Pencoed 20, Maesteg 
Welsh 5. 

Team: Ben Sullivan, Owain John, 
Ben Jones, Cael Chamberlain, 

Brogan Parish, Rhys Spurgeon, Levi 
Davies, Sam Costello, Will Jervis, 
Mike Bosely, Josh Sands, Daniel 
John, Tyron Harding, Jack Rowlands, 
Johnathan Carr, Connor Mellish, 
loan Richards. 

GC 


by a superb cover tackle 
from the visitors. 

Quick hands from 
Liam Gully gave Sam 
Stradling space to run, 
but again the physical 
defence held firm. 

Gully fed Owen Thomas 
who then crashed 
through to take the lead. 

Ystrad fired up their 
game and too many 
missed tackles cost the 
Ath as their winger ran 
in the equaliser. Ath 
now picked up the pace 
and started using the 
ball wisely; Oli Raynor 
darted for the line and 
was unlucky not to 
score. 

Ath kept their foot on 
the gas and finally saw 
Owen Thomas fly over 
again to regain the lead. 
A minute later, Thomas 
found some space and 
ran in a well deserved 
hat trick. 

Ystrad fought hard to 
get back in the game 
with a strong mn from 
their outside half to 
score a lovely individual 
effort to finish the game. 

Final Score Ath 
under-10s 25 - Ystrad 
Rhondda under-10s 20 
GAME 2 
The Ath started the 
quicker of the two 
teams, good hands in 
midfield from Morgan 
Bennett, Dan Leyshon 
and Kieran Richards 
drove the Ath forward, 
and a good darting run 
from Isaac Watkins 
required solid defence 
which Ystrad deliv¬ 
ered. 

Ystrad drove on 
through their forwards, 
good defence from 
Blake Dando and Jack 
Pitts keeping them out, 
but the visitors recycled 
quick ball and took the 
first score. 

From the restart, Pitts 


showed super human 
strength to power 
towards the line with 
most of the Ystrad 
defenders trying to stop 
him. 

Ath threw a wide ball 
and Kieran Richards 
was stopped just short. 
Quick ball to Pitts gave 
him space to crash over 
for a great try to level 
the scores. 

The visitors threat¬ 
ened again, good 
defence from Jules Bum 
and Harding stopped the 
initial drive, but Ystrad 
worked the ball out wide 
and scored a good try. 

From the restart the 
Ath were slow to react 
and Ystrad pulled away 
with another try. The 
visitors pressed again, 
Max Shears and Liam 
Gully slowing them 
down, but Ystrad threw 
another wide ball and 
scored another good try. 

Strong running and 
great awareness from 
Bobby Bromley saw 
him score a superb try 
and bring the Ath back 
into the game. The Ath 
pushed hard at the 
defence, Sam Stradling 
running well with good 
support from Josh 
Llewellyn. 

Iwan Hill came close 
but again, the solid 
defence held well. 

Ysrad ran out of 
defence, showing good 
skill, again and though a 
wide ball saw the Ath 
defence caught out, a 
great last ditch tackle by 
Morgan Bennett and 
Llewellyn kept them out 
to round off a great 
game of end to end 
rugby. 

Final Score Ath 10 - 
Ystrad Rhondda 20. 

LH 


Tondu under- 
12s impress 
in big victory 


A big Pontypool 
side visited a sunny 
Pandy Park to face 
Tondu under-12s 
and got into their 
stride quickly with 
two tries to take an 
early lead. 

Tondu came back 
with some good hands 
to put M.Batters over 
and after a good steal of 
the ball by E. Thomas, 
and good hands by cen¬ 
tres M. David, J.Evan's 
and wing L.Bissmire 
put fullback C.Gibson 
over wide out. 

Pontypool then hit 
back, finishing the half 
with another try for a 
halftime score of 
Tondu 10, Pontypool 
15. 

Pontypool drew first 
blood in the second half 
with another early con¬ 
verted try. It was all 
Pontypool with their 
large pack commanding 
breakdown, but a 
valiant Tondu were 
determined not to let 
them score again, and 
managed to soak up the 


pressure. 

Tondu put some 
good phases together, 
recycling the ball for E. 
Thomas to go on an arc¬ 
ing run to the corner. 
Tondu's tails were up, 
and the forwards went 
on a mmble, and scored 
a try which was a pack 
effort. 

From a loose ball in 
midfield R. Kershaw and 
I. Morris put Gibson 
over again; Evans con¬ 
verted. Tondu finished 
strong, from loose play 
on half way Pontypool 
left a gap that scrum 
half B.Rich sprinted 
through, going 40 yards 
for the line, with Evans 
again converting. 

Pontypool came back 
again, but Tondu's 
defence was sound and 
they won an exciting 
game of running rugby, 
much to the delight of 
the home fans. 

Final score: Tondu 
under-12s 34, 

Pontypool Utd under- 
12s 22. 

GJ 
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SAME DAY SERVICE 
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SMI VISION Rill 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 
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* Digital Aerials 

* Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 

* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS ■ 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 



VALE BLINDStWa.es,Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

» Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 
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ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


©(jaaOtaaongi 3@ro5@©a 


GRABlt 


PLANT 

HIRE 

LTD 

S V *1 


318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, fK 
HAYES ROAD, SULLY KJ 

Call 01446 700535 jSjl 

or visit our website 

www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk rimi. 

For all your groundwork requirements, call Wendy - 
professional advice and free estimates! 



Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations , 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

NHHHHHgc? • Poor Reception Fixed 
V * OAP Discounts 
1 Adt,itional TV Points 
• Digital Aerial Installations 
® Free Home Visits 
-tfrf? • Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


©Qoa^aGQgj ©©cwa©©s 





Robin Jones 
Builder 


^30 years Experience 

ALLPROPERTY* 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

» Fencing _ 


01446 402830 


Contact 

CREATION 

rTTTTWJL'IilOLIJL'lLl'l 

SOLUTIONS 

creativeconstruction@hotmail.co.uk 


Specialists in: 

• Extensions, Loft conversions, Building renovations, Roofing 

• Over 15 years experience • Highly qualified tradesmen 

• An extensive portfolio and customer recommendations 

• All work guaranteed and in compliance with building 
regulations 

Mobile: 07752 170706 


: = L CORON A-BUILD JB 

PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 

BATHROOMS KITCHENS CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING AIL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

• Blinds 

•Shutters 
•Awnings SO/ar 

•Canopies bUndS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 



Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlimeworks.com 




R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


See more Blinds on the next page 


L.A.P.P. 

BUILDERS 

For all your building 
requirements. 

No job too small - 
all work considered. 

01446 732903 
or 01446 405098 

lapp.builders 
@ gmail.com 
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Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


Electrical 

Services 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


LAING 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Dave Reffell 


Electrical Services 

+— 

rT Domestic 
I I Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

*7de (Zanfiet Sdofi 
t/uzt corner to- (face 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



GEE® • 


/ RB»FIT 

(Established Family Business) 

i»wimm & fKWSfflflS 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 


Professional & Affordable 




MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member is recommended 
by Steve Davis 


0% FINANCE 


FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS j 

v Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable * and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken V rommerciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . commercial 

_ , , ^ __ __ /(free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 denotations 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First lO hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


mi 


www.mpnwmdows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 



01446 719555 
y 07798 501267 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
» Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 
» Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


S.M.Vaughan 
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


4^7 LI Electrical 

f* All DoroeMk Etarkil Wort 

All lighting and power • Fuse board upgrades 
Fault finding • Professional, Honest, Reliable 
24 Hour, 7 Days A Week Emergency Call-Out Service 
Elecsa Part P Registered • All Work Certificated 


01446 749765 or 07970 755809 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services Est. 1978 

WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 



Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 




STA D R E 

DK0MI1NC ft FROKRTT MANIBUIKE 


• PAINTING AND DECORATING 
•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


5 2 5 3 2 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

S' Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


aid'd a jj §©CrW3 ®m 



GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


jdoniplcte Garden Service* 

M.v Vi • LOfXlSi • ItH.S HllhlX HhlKilA 
AND LAWNS • A ALU. KIMS ASD KlXlS 

Trlvphotir: 01446 419428 
nr 07765 611753 

: T;. 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 





CONSTANT 

GARDENER 


All aspects of 
Garden Maintenance 
undertaken in a friendly 
and professional manner. 
• Lawn care 

and Maintenance 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Pruning • Planting 
Tel. Phil 01446 744734 

or 07759 272871 


ihe Cfd 


hr Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 
I Me 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


MORE 
GARDEN 
SERVICES 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 


















































































































































































28 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/gem news 


Thursday, March 15th, 2012 



DON'TDO 1 T 




* ®aCP(il©Dr] Ssjf'Aass J^JU-rjjijEjij ©©GW3©©Q dg®®fl3CrQgj ©©ffwfe©© > ^fTTfiuyu] 


Uorticuttur$ 


•Ha 


SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS • SPARES 
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WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 

RUgArdMiti 

Most makos vorvctd and repaired 


Diking Vlt> Bui 

mmmmm Cowbfidoa CF71 7FF ,| 

■fllftil Tali 01446 778002 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 


302870 


Wm 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 £ 
07956 887536 = 


S.M.Vaughara 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


0144A790127 07719 605526 

uutgu>lt> NUtAUueitHAJK.t 


COSYWARM 

HEATING Co. 


Electrical Underfloor 
Heating Installers 
& Flooring Specialists 


Free Quotes 

^ 01446 795767 

Paul: 07407 458885 
Karen: 07843 158090 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



\<£h&ng\ 
+ Services 2 

^ For all your plumbing ^ 


requirements 

Got a leaky tap, 
need to move a 
radiator, installing a 
new kitchen, putting 
in a bathroom suite, 
new shower? 


^ ‘Barry 07772383778 ^ 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 





794266 


B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
✓ Log Burners, Solid Fuel, ^ 
mum Chimney Lining Specialist - 
0FTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 




Instant Repairs 


(Gas) Design, Install, Upgrade, Repair 
No Call Out Fee (Special rates for OAP) 

All work guaranteed 2 years 

The Best, Prompt Service, for Less cost. 

Reg. over 20 years 150611 


CaU 074 299 37290 For immediate response 
or 01446 506242 for next day service 


Plumbing &Heating 

h ^ h Geoff Maunder, 

124 The Headlands, Barry 

■ 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 

I ™ COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 
Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical A 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 


Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 
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FIVE STAR ROOFING & BUILDING 


Slating • Tiling • Flat Roofing, including 
Single Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Lead work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpot1@btinternet.com 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.jilveyroofing.co.uk *4 
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GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


1A IP Plastering 
■llflServices 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


Tel. 01446 774899 

0781 685 7935 I ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


'jlJjJjiJ & W3ij‘£J'UJj£5 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms I 
Free estimates 
No job too small I 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 


01446774484 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Special ists A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE R 


111 

Abacus 



Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 


Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Was 

2 yard £79 

4 yard £99 

5.5 yard £109 
8 yard £149 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




INST 

SKIP HIRE LT, 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
# . Hardcore Skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Established ovgr 23years /~ 

‘Tilestyle 

^ S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

n 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05 @ hotmail.co.uk 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Science, 

Tuition & Support 

offered by 
Professional, 
Experienced Tutor. 

0700 800 5050 

or 

dysgu@live.co.uk 
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y Uandow Metals 


LICENSEE) FACILITY: 
r STILL OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966171840 





Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 


% 

\ 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 


[ ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CftSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
tip to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JYIIJWIJYIL7JYI 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£ 1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


Cocker Spaniel 

PUPPIES 

Blue Roan, KC Reg. 
Vaccinated, raised in 
the home, good 
bloodline, dogs & bitches. 

Only £500-£550 

Tel: 07504 414863 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


TAME 
PARROT 

Excellent talker. 
Beautiful healthy bird, 
raised in family home 
with cage. 

£185 

Tel: 07534 030976 


1 


Personal Care Assistant Required 

for 40 year old woman with long term illness. 
Must be reliable, practical and adaptable, with good 
hygiene/cleaning skills, hold full driving licence, 
reasonably fit for working with wheelchair. 
Approximately 30 hours per week, 5-6 days. 
Flexible hours. £7.50 per hour. 

01656 880744 (pm only) 

South Bridgend Area 


Kitchen Fitters, Carpenters, 
Multitrades, Plasterers, 
Painters, Plumbers, Electricians 
and Labourers needed. 

Please call 0116 247 3323 Agy 




58 Vauxhall 

Zafira 1598cc 

Dark Blue, MOT to 16 
Jan 2013; Tax 31 July 
2012. 22,000 miles. 

£6,000 

01446 796400 


Nissan Micra 

201 998cc 3-Dr 

Met Red, excellent 
condition, Tax & MOT. 

£1,250 ono 
07971 185146 


2003 Peugeot 307 SW 
7 Seater 2.0 Auto 

Bronze, petrol, leather interior, 
12 months MOT, 6 months 
Tax, panoramic sunroof, E/W, 
A/C, reverse backing sensors, 
90,600 miles. 

£2,400 

01446 404141 or 
07814 673733 11/12 


Ford Focus 
2002 

75,000 miles, FSH, 

1 year road tax. 

£1,500 

01446 793484 



GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Damac Transporters 
Limited 

of 

Old BRS Yard, 
Mariners Street, 
Goole, East Yorkshire 
DN14 5BW 

is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: 
to keep extra goods vehicles 
and trailers at the operating 
centre at 
East Aberthaw, 

South Glamorgan 
CF62 3ZR 

to add an Operating Centre 
to keep 3 vehicles and 
3 trailers at 
Aberthaw Works, 

East Aberthaw, Barry, 
South Glamorgan 
CF62 3ZR 

Owners or occupiers of land, 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoy¬ 
ment of that land would be 
affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehill Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating then- 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at 
the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. 

A guide to making represen¬ 
tations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 


VReg 

Ford Fiesta 

Zetec 

Engine very reliable, 
MOT to Dec 2012, light 
switch faulty, hence 

£400 ono 

01446 720284 


2000 V Reg 

Ford Escort 

Finesse 5-Dr 

New MOT, 6 months 
tax. 

£575 

01446 793637 or 
07930 945170 11fl 


SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446 439196 


TO LEI 

itral Bai 


Cent 

/ 3 bedroom house, 

^ GCH. Refurbished & 
newly fitted kitchen. 

Bond & References 
Required 
£540 pcm 

Tel: 07971 289945 


•TJILIL 


ATH AN 
Eglwys Brewis 
Cedar Road 

4 bed detached ex-showhouse, 
en-suite, immaculate. Rare 
opportunity for this bargain. 

£221,995 

Part exchange 110% as valued by a local 
chartered surveyor for your present home. 

Office: 01254 265550 
Anytime: 07792 479418 


j&m\ 

Barry 


Barry 

Town Centre 

Good sized 
one bedroom flat 

Furnished. Phone entry system. 
Use of rear garden. 

£395pcm 

Suitable for over 40s. No DSS. 

Tel: 07912 138342 


FLUCK 

Eira Gwendoline 

Suddenly on March 7, at Morriston Hospital, 
Eira of Sigingstone, beloved wife of the late 
Leslie, dearly loved mother and grandmother. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fo nm on. Funeral Tuesday March 20, service 
and cremation 2.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. No flowers by request, donations in lieu 
if desired to Ty Hafan Childrens Hospice Wales 
c/oj James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 



The family of Pauline Huish wish 
to thank all family and friends for 
their cards, kind thoughts and 
support at this very sad time. 

Many thanks also to Dr Pardoe 
of Vale Group Practice, Canon Peter 
Leonard, Penny Snowdon and Mary 
and Andrew of Thomas Bros Funeral 
Directors, whose help was invaluable at 
such a difficult time. 


WALSH 

Jennifer 

On March 8 at Llandough Hospital, after a 
long illness bravely fought, Jen of Rhoose. 

Beloved wife of Jeffrey, dearly loved mother 
of Jayne, Adrian and Martin, mother-in-law 
of Steve, Emma and Carol, much loved grand¬ 
mother of Evan, Laura and Reece. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday March 19, service 2pm at 
Porthkerry Church followed by interment in Porthkerry 
Cemetery. No flowers by request, donations in lieu if 
desired to Cancer Research Wales c/o J James, 11 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 



FurutfflJ Dirftctorfc 


Pembroke Houae, 

College Street, u*nr*it Major ^ 
01446 792 4*9 “ 


MJPREENE&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 



Congratulations 


Diamond Wedding ♦ 


Anniversary 

15th March, 2012 


HARDING 

(nee Mucklow) Marjorie 

Marjorie’s family would like to thank 
everybody for their kind messages of 
sympathy and support. 

Thank you to those who could attend Marjorie’s 
funeral service lead by Reverend David Trehame. 

The service was personal and comforting. 
Thank you to College Fields for the care and 
kindness shown to Marjorie and to William James 

& Sons Funeral Directors who were very 
understanding and caring; also to the Blue Anchor 
who provided the lovely and plentiful buffet. 


ri =9 /-i I .'il'/J4big^ 

y 

F/cirk J&<fapendent 
■ Funeral Gfirectors 

• Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

• Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB a 


WILLIAMS 

(PITCOCK) Dulcie Moreen 

Peacefully at College Fields Nursing Home, 
Barry on March 7. 

Dulcie, beloved mum of Michael, Janise, Joanne, Alun 
and David, mother-in-law of Maria, Maxine and Debra, 
adored grandmother and great-grandmother to all her 
grandchildren. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until her service in the chapel on 
Monday March 19 at 2pm, followed by cremation at the 
Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 3.00pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations in lieu to 
Help For Heroes. 


GOLDEN 

Carole Louise 

Died suddenly, but peacefully 
on March 5th, 2012 

Carole, much loved wife of Laurie, loving mother of 
Ian and Claire, treasured Mamgu to Natalie, Lucas 
and Nicholas, and soon to be bom grandchild. 
Mother-in-law to Carl and Sian. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge on 
Thursday, March 15th at 12 noon, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 1.15pm. 

Flowers may be sent to Thomas Bros, Greengate, 
Ewenny Road, St Brides Major, or if donations pre¬ 
ferred, sent to British Heart Foundation, 1st Floor, 
Bocam Park, Pencoed, Bridgend. 

She will be sadly missed by all! 


W A Browni^ ™ 


HAPPY 65TH 
BIRTHDAY 

ANN SAGE 

on 14 March 2012 

HAVE A LOVELY DAY! 

Much love, Dad, Phil, Sue, Luke Sr 
Carly, Aaron, Kirsty Sr Ava. 




¥ 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

24 The Pastures, 
Barry CF62 9ET 

We are acting for the mortgagees in 
possession and have received an offer 
of £85,000 for the above mentioned 
property. Any interested parties must 
submit any higher offers in writing to 
the agent before exchange of 
contracts takes place. 

Grove Estates, 

174 Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HN 




AiJiri 732321/13£S 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Rees & Doreen Evans ♦ 

♦ 
♦ 


LOST 

Cockatiel 

Grey & yellow with 
orange cheeks in The 
Knap area, Barry. 

Any information, please 

call 07791 192356 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

With love, Susan, Neil, Keith, ^ 
Pat, Elliot and Alastair + 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


Female, white with 
black & ginger 
markings, red collar 

“ROSE” 

Warwick Way, 
BARRY 

01446 722629 


FOUND 

Ginger & 
White Cat 

Sigingstone area, 
early March. 

For more information, 

Call 01446 772350 


bany-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.u 

portiicawl-today.co.uk 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


DDYDDIAD CAU EISTEDDFOD BRO MORGANNWG YN AGOSAU 


DYDD Sul, Ebrill 1 
yw’r dyddiad cau ar 
gyfer cystadlaethau 
cyfansoddi 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg, ac 
mae’r trefnwyr yn 
galw ar i ddarpar 
gystadleuwyr beidio 
gadael pethau tan y 
munud olaf wrth 
anfon ceisiadau i 
swyddfa’r 
Eisteddfod. 

Meddai Hywel Wyn 
Edwards: “Mae’r testu- 
nau eleni wedi cael croe- 
so brwd, a nifer fawr ym 
mhob cwr o Gymru wedi 
bod yn son am gystadlu. 


Gydag ychydig wyth- 
nosau’n unig i fynd cyn y 
dyddiad cau, dyma gyfle 
i ddarllen drwy’r gwaith 
am y tro olaf, ei argraffu 
a’i anfon atom mewn da 
bryd er mwyn iddo ein 
cyrraedd cyn y dyddiad 
cau. 

“Bob blwyddyn 
rydym yn clywed am 
bobl oedd wedi bwriadu 
cystadlu ond heb gael 
cyfle i orffen eu gwaith, 
neu heb lwyddo i gael 
popeth yn barod mewn 
pryd, felly dyma’ch 
atgoffa, gydag ychydig 
dros bythefnos i fynd tan 
y dyddiad cau. Ewch yn 
61 at eich gwaith a 
sicrhewch eich bod yn 
gwneud yr amser dros y 
dyddiau nesaf i’w gwbl- 


Police appeal 
over spate of 
arson attacks 


POLICE are 

appealing for infor¬ 
mation following a 
spate of arson 
attacks at an 
address on Gorwyl 
Road, Ogmore 
Yale. 

A number of incidents 
have occurred at a resi¬ 
dence in Gorwyl Flats 
over recent months. 

A fire was started at 
the ground floor flat, 
after intruders gained 
entry at around 2.15am 
on December 31 2011. 

At 11.30pm on 
Wednesday, January 18, 
police and fire officers 
attended the address 


after the front door of the 
same flat had been set 
alight. 

The front door of the 
property was again set 
ablaze at approximately 
11.30pm on Thursday, 
March 1. 

A white Renault van, 
which was parked out¬ 
side Gorwyl Flats, was 
also damaged by fire, 
following an incident at 
around 3.30am on the 
December 26 2012. The 
flat was vacant during all 
of the incidents. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Bridgend CID on 101, or 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 




ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - 
box for 2 weeks. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate amount 
made payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential 
land line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds are given. 

Maskreys 
Cherrywood 
Hall Table 

With two drawers, 
height 31”, width 42”, 
depth 17”. VGC. 

£115 ono 

Tel: 01446 740124 10/11 


Hetty 

Vacuum 

Cleaner 

Nearly new, 
immaculate condition. 

£60 ono 

Tel: 01446 711300 11/12 


Girl’s Apollo 

mountain bike £30 
2 single divan beds 
(with drawer base) 
£45 each 
or £75 both 
1 large dolls house 
- £20 

2 Ikea armchairs, 

rust covers, dark wood 
frame - £50 both 

Tel: 01446 711076 o 


Matching Tables 

(26x26x20) £35 
(28x47x16) £45 
Maple with black 
granit inserts. 

Webber BBQ 

with attachments £45 

01446 793873 m 


Brand new 
wood cot & 
mattress 
£60 ono 

Tel: 01446 711300 


Shaker-style kitchen 

With work surfaces 
including base & wall 
cupboards £250. 

Baumatic Stainless steel 
range cooker £250. 
Antique pine double 
door wardrobe £250. 
Tel: 07717 761465 11/12 


New 2 seater 
leather sofa £100. 

New single bed & 
mattress (brand new) 

£ 100 . 

Hotpoint washing 
machine (used 3 times) 

£150. 

Tel: 01656 890483 1/12 


hau a’i anfon atom. Pwy 
a w"yr - efallai mai ar 
eich desg chi mae’r awdl 
fuddugol eleni. Felly, 
ewch ati i orffen eich 
gwaith da chi.” 

Mawrth 31 yw dyddi¬ 
ad cau cystadleuaeth 
Dysgwr y Flwyddyn, ac 
eleni mae’r Eisteddfod 
wedi bod yn annog 
siaradwyr Cymraeg i 
enwebu dysgwyr ar gyfer 
y gystadleuaeth fel rhan 
o’r ymgyrch Carwch yr 
iaith - Cadwch yr iaith. 

Mae cystadleuaeth 
Dysgwr y Flwyddyn yn 
un o gystadlaethau pwys- 
icaf a mwyaf poblogaidd 
yr Eisteddfod, a gobaith 
yr ymgyrch hon yw 
sicrhau bod y rheini sydd 
wedi dysgu Cymraeg a 
chwarae rhan lawn yn eu 
cymuned a’r cymdeithas 
yn cael eu anrhydeddu 
am eu hymroddiad i’r 
iaith ac i Gymru. 

Mae ffurflenni cystad¬ 
lu Dysgwr y Flwyddyn 
a’r cystadlaethau cyfan¬ 
soddi i gyd i’w cael yn y 
Rhestr Testunau, sydd ar 
gael i’w lawrlwytho yn 
rhad ac am ddim o wefan 
Eisteddfod 2012,neu gel- 
lir ei brynu arlein neu 
mewn siopau ar hyd a 
lied Cymru. 

Chwilio am 
Superffan 
Dafydd Iwan 
GREDWCH chi byth, 
ond mae Dafydd Iwan 
wedi bod yn diddanu 
cynulleidfaoedd ar hyd 
a lied Cymru am han- 
ner canrif eleni. Ers y 
cychwyn cyntaf, yn 
Abergwaun yn 1962, 
mae’i ganeuon wedi 
gafael ym mhobl 
Cymru fel cyfeiliant i 
hanes Cymru dros y 
hanner can mlynedd 
ddiwethaf. Ac fel rhan 
o’r dathliadau, bydd 
Dafydd Iwan yn 
cyflwyno noson arben- 
nig ym Mhafiliwn 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg yn 


Llandw, eleni. 

Dros y blynyddoedd, 
mae Dafydd Iwan wedi 
dod yn arwr i lawer, a 
rydym ni am glywed gan 
unrhyw un sy’n ddilynwr 
brwd. Rydym ni’n 
chwilio am ‘superffan’ 
mwyaf Dafydd Iwan. Pa 
mor bell ydych chi 
wedi’i deithio er mwyn 
mynd i un o’i gyngherd- 
dau? Ele yw’r lie 
rhyfeddaf y gwelsoch chi 
Dafydd Iwan dros y 
blynyddoedd. Faint o’i 
recordiau sydd gennych 
chi, a sawl gwaith ydych 
chi wedi’i weld yn perf- 
formio dros y degawdau? 

Os ydych chi’n ddipyn 
o ddilynwr, gadedwch i 
ni wybod. Dros y mis- 
oedd nesaf, byddwn yn 
chwilio am bobl sy’n 
dwli ar Dafydd, a sydd ag 
atgofion di-rif am ei yrfa 
ers y cychwyn. Ac mae’r 
cyngerdd hwn ar lwyfan 
y Pafiliwn yn sicr o fod 
yn atgof heb ei ail i 
unrhyw un sydd Yma o 
Hyd! 

Gallwch anfon eich 
hatgofion atom drwy 
e b o s t i o 
gwyb@eisteddfod.org.uk 
neu beth am ddefnyddio 
facebook, www.face- 
book.com/eisteddfod. Ac 
os mai atgof byr iawn 
sydd gennych, mae croe- 
so i chi gysylltu drwy 
Twitter 

www. twitter, com/ ei s tedd 
fod - a rhowch 
#superffanDI ar ddiwedd 
eich neges! Rydan ni’n 
edrych ymlaen i glywed 
gennych chi. 

Nos Lun, Awst 6, bydd 
cyfle i deithio drwy’r 
degawdau gyda Dafydd 
Iwan a rhai o’i ffrindiau 
a’i gyd-berfformwyr dros 
y 50 mlynedd ddiwethaf. 
Cawn gyfle i fwynhau 
Heather Jones, Ar Log, 
ac fe fydd Edward Morns 
Jones a Chor Plant Heol- 
y-March yn ymuno gyda 
Dafydd i ganu rhai o ffe- 
frynnau ein plentyndod, 
Caneuon Cwm Rhyd y 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


GOOD NEWS - 
Sam davies and 
Marcus Brabban 
wish to thank 
everyone for their 
support at the 
recent auction night 
held at the church 
hall in aid of the 
Joshua Foundation 
and Oz/USA 
Experience 2012. 

They have reached 
their target of £4,800 - 
thank you to all who 
supported these young 
lads; we look forward 
to hearing of their 
experiences when they 
return. 

Ogmore Retired 
Residents Association 
met at All Saints, 
Southerndown and were 
entertained at the meet¬ 
ing when Eric and Joy 
shared their experience 
of an Austrian holiday 
and travel on the Tittle 


trains’; the photography 
and scenery was spectac¬ 
ular. 

The AGM of the asso¬ 
ciation will take place on 
March 15 at All Saints at 
2pm - ah welcome. 

It is noted that The 
Farmers Arms (Pub on 
the Pond) St Brides 
Major, is closed for 
refurbishment and will 
re-open for buisiness in 
April. 

St Brides community 
library: you are invited 
to the grand opening on 
Saturday, March 17 
(11am) at the church 
hah, St Brides Major in 
the company of the MP, 
AM and a film crew. 

Once again, the 
Davies family of Slade, 
Southerndown are 
kindly allowing the 
church to pick daf¬ 
fodils for Mothering 
Sunday in St Bridgets 
on March 18. 



Rhosyn, ynghyd a’r 
ddwy chwaer o’r 
Bontfaen Greta a Miriam 
Isaac. 

Anrheg Sul y 
Mamau 

CHWILIO am anrheg 
ar gyfer Sul y Mamau 
os felly beth am brynnu 
tocyn rhodd yr 
Eisteddfod er mwyn 
iddi cael ddod i fwnhau 
un o gyngherddau’r nos 
neu diwrnod yn yr 
Eisteddfod. Mae rhain 
ar gael i brynnu o 
wefan yr Eisteddfod 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
neu dros y ffon 02920 
763 777. 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Eisteddfod 

DEADLINE 
SUNDAY, April 1, is 
the closing date for the 
composition competi¬ 
tions for the Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod, and 
organisers are calling 
on potential competi¬ 
tors not to leave it 
until the last minute to 
send in their work. 

Eisteddfod organiser, 
Hywel Wyn Edwards, 
said: “This year’s compe¬ 
titions have been warmly 
welcomed, with many 
people across Wales talk¬ 
ing about competing. 
With only a few weeks to 
go before the closing 
date, this is the time for a 


final read of your work, 
to print it and send it to 
the office to ensure that it 
reaches us before the 
closing date. 

“Each year, we hear 
people saying that they’d 
meant to compete in the 
Eisteddfod, but hadn’t 
finished the work or had¬ 
n’t been able to send 
everything through by 
the closing date, so with 
a little over two weeks to 
go, this is a chance to 
remind ah our competi¬ 
tors that we need you to 
send us your work. 

“Go back to your com¬ 
positions, and make the 
time over the next few 
days to finish everything 
and send it to the office. 
Who knows, this year’s 
winning entry for the 
Chair could be on your 
desk. So make the time to 
complete your work.” 

March 31 is the clos¬ 
ing date for the Welsh 
Learner of the Year com¬ 
petition, and this year, 
the Eisteddfod has been 
encouraging Welsh 
speakers to nominate 
learners for the competi¬ 
tion, as part of the Give 
Welsh a Cwtch cam¬ 
paign. 

The Welsh Learner of 
the Year competition is 
one of the Eisteddfod’s 
most important and pop¬ 
ular competitions, and 
the aim is to ensure that 
Welsh learners who play 
a full and integral role in 
their community and 
society are celebrated for 
their co mmi tment to the 
language and to Wales. 

Welsh Learner of the 
Year entry forms and 
competitions forms for 
ah the composition com¬ 
petitions are available in 


the List of Competitions, 
available to download 
from the 2012 Eisteddfod 
website, or can be bought 
online or in shops across 
Wales. 

Search for the 
ultimate Dafydd 
Iwan Superfan 

YOU’LL never believe 
it, but Dafydd Iwan has 
been entertaining audi¬ 
ences across Wales for 
half a century this year. 
And since his first per- 
formance, in 
Fishguard in 1962, his 
songs have served to 
accompany the history 
of Wales as it unfolded 
over the past 50 years. 

Over the years, 
Dafydd Iwan has been a 
hero to many people,and 
we want to hear from 
anyone who’s an avid 
follower of the star. In 
short, we’re looking for 
Dafydd Iwan’s superfan. 
How far have you trav¬ 
elled to see him in con¬ 
cert? How many of his 
records do you have? and 
how many times have 
you seen him performing 
over the decades? 

Are you a real Dafydd 
devotee? Let us know. 
Over the next few 
months, we’ll be looking 
for people who people 
who love the man and his 
music, and who have fan¬ 
tastic memories about his 
career. 

Contact us with your 
Dafydd Iwan stories - 
send them via email, 
gwyb @ eisteddfod.org.uk 
, facebook, www.face- 
lDook.com/eisteddfod. 
And if it’s a really short 
anecdote, get in touch via 
Twitter 

www.twitter.com/eistedd 


fod - and remember to 
add #superffanDI at the 
end of your message! We 
can’t wait to hear from 
you. 

On Monday evening, 
August 6, we’ll be travel¬ 
ling through the decades 
as Dafydd is joined by 
some of his friends and 
fellow performers over 
the past fifty years. We 
can enjoy Heather Jones, 
Ar Log, and Edward 
Morus Jones and the 
Heol-y-March Children’s 
Choir will join Dafydd to 
sing some of our child¬ 
hood favourites, 

Caneuon Cwm Rhyd y 
Rhosyn, and Vale of 
Glamorgan born Greta 
Isaac and her sister, 
Miriam, will also per¬ 
form on stage. 

This concert on the 
Pavilion stage is sure to 
become a happy memory 
for all who’ve enjoyed 
his work over the past 50 
years. 

Mother’s Day 
STUCK for a Mother’s 
day gift idea? If so 
why not purchase 
Eisteddfod gift vouch¬ 
ers to give so that they 
can come and enjoy a 
day or evening concert 
at the Eisteddfod. 
Gift vouchers are avail¬ 
able to buy from the 
Eisteddfod web site 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
or by phone 02920 763 
777. 

Welsh phrase of the 
week / Ymadrodd yr 
wythnos: 

Sul y Mamau hapus 
(Seal uh Mam-aye happ- 
iss) which means ‘Happy 
Mother’s Day’. 


WEB T COiUOMN 

Why it is so vital the NHS in 
UK (and Wales) is modernised 


T HE Health and Social 
Care Bill has received 
lots of publicity in 
recent weeks with many crit¬ 
ical of the reforms being pro¬ 
posed. 

The reforms that relate to 
the rest of the UK are in con¬ 
junction with an increase in 
funding by £12.5 billion by 
2014. 

This will not be the case in 
Wales. As a devolved matter, 
the Welsh Government will be 
cutting the Welsh health budg¬ 
et by £534 million in real 
terms over the coming years. 

This is the biggest year-on- 
year cut to the health budget in 
modem history. A staggering 
cut of £534m or 8.4 per cent 
will be the cut between 2011- 
12 and 2014-15. 

The King’s Fund and Wales 
Audit Office have confirmed 
that the Welsh NHS faces the 
toughest funding settlement of 
ah the UK’s health services. 

What this means to the peo¬ 
ple of Wales is that more 
patients are waiting for treat¬ 
ment here than in England and 
Scotland - and they are wait¬ 
ing for longer periods. 

The number of patients 
waiting to start treatment in 
Wales rose by 17 per cent over 
the year (StatsWales, correct 


by ALUN 
CAIRNS, 
MP for 
the Vale 


as at Febmary 22, 2012). The 
number of patients waiting 
longer than 36 weeks for treat¬ 
ment has doubled in a year to 
7,699. 

The number of patients 
waiting to start treatment in 
Wales has risen by 45 per cent 
since the General Election in 
2010 . 

Patients waiting longer than 
36 weeks to start treatment in 
Wales has more than doubled 
over the year. The Welsh 
Government’s target is for no 
patients to wait longer than 36 
weeks from referral to treat¬ 
ment. 

Cancer treatment and hospi¬ 
tal infection levels are also 
vastly different between Wales 
and England. Patients are cur¬ 
rently five times more likely to 
get cancer dmgs in England 
than in Wales, and patients in 
Wales are twice as likely to get 
an infection from hospital vis¬ 
its than those in England. 

In the House of Commons 


last week, when questioned, 
the Prime Minister used the 
figures noted above to demon¬ 
strate what happens if 
resources and money are used 
to improve and change the 
NHS to make sure that there is 
a proper chance for people to 
get the treatments they need. 

Improvements and invest¬ 
ment in the NHS will lead to 
shorter waiting lists, and 
reduced waiting times between 
appointment and treatment 
stages. Nothing in the UK 
Government’s reforms under¬ 
mines the NHS’s founding 
principles - a health service, 
free to all, funded from gener¬ 
al taxation, based on need and 
not ability to pay. 

I urge the Welsh 
Government to increase 
investment in the NHS in 
Wales and not to make cuts. 
It’s vital for the NHS across 
the UK as a whole to modern¬ 
ize - and I certainly do not 
want to see people in the Vale 
and across Wales suffer due to 
lack of investment and reform. 

Spending alone is not the 
solution - it must be matched 
with modernisation. 
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Local teenagers 
overcome autism 
and become 
sports coaches for 
younger pupils 




PICTURED: Morganne Gomez Jones, Keita Enfield, Jamie Halford, Dominic Todd, Matthew Bennett, 
Morgan Harrhy. Lucy Newman, Shannon Haysham, Cameron Williams, Thomas Haysham, 
Bradley Halford, Cian Allen, Evan Baron and Ollie Tipples. 


v_ 



CADOXTON TAE KWON DO AT 
ENGLISH CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Ashgrove Special Needs School pupils Joe Blackley (front left) and Ben 
Nicholas (front right), together with pupils and staff from the school and the 
Vale Council’s Disability Sport Wales Officer, Simon Jones. 


TWO young autis¬ 
tic teenagers at 
Ashgrove Special 
Needs School, 
Penarth, are help¬ 
ing younger pupils, 
as sports coaches at 
the school. 

Ben Nicholas and 
Joe Blackley (both 18) 
took their interest in 
sport to a new level by 
joining a Dragon Sport 
course with the Vale 
Council’s sports and 
play development 
team, to learn skills 
needed to organise and 
lead sports sessions for 
children. 

Joe said: “A couple 
of years ago, I would 
have felt scared to 
coach sport, but now 


I’m much more confi¬ 
dent. Sport has 
changed my life and I 
really like teaching the 
pupils each week. I am 
going on a football 
coaching course soon 
and I’ll be introducing 
different sports into my 
sessions too.” 

Ben, from Barry, 
said: “I wasn’t particu¬ 
larly interested in sport 
until fairly recently, 
but now I love sport 
and coaching, and it 
has had a big impact 
on me. Sport has 
helped make me 
healthier and fitter 
than I ever was and I 
enjoy making sports 
such as football and 
athletics really fun 
activities that everyone 
can enjoy.” 


Dragon Sport 

Organisers courses are 
run throughout the 
year in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. If you’d 
like to find out how you 
can play your part in 
giving youngsters an 
excellent start to their 
sporting education, 
please call the Vale 
Council’s Active Young 
People Co-ordinator 
Ben Williams on 01446 
704795. 

For details about the 
wide range of sports 
available locally for 
people of all ages with 
disabilities, please call 
Simon Jones on 01446 
704728 or go online at 
w w w.vale of glamor - 
gan.gov. uk/sportsand- 
play. 


Llantwit Major 
JFC under-14s 
through to Lions 
Cup semi-final 


Club 

qualifies 

for 

Eurocup 


LIONS Club 

International hold 
an annual Five 
Nation football 
competition for 
players under 14 
years of age and 
over the last few 
years, Llantwit 
Major and 

Cowbridge Lions 
Club have spon¬ 
sored a team with 
great success. 

This season, the 
Llantwit Major JFC 
under-14s have success¬ 
fully progressed through 
earlier rounds to the 
quarter final, which was 
played at Bridgewater 
against Newquay FC. 

The ground conditions 
on the day were heavy 
and a strong wind influ¬ 
enced play; in the first 
half the quality of the 
football was very high, 


with Newquay just shad¬ 
ing overall possession. 

Even so, Llantwit 
Major forward Richard 
Stephens scored an 
excellent goal for a first 
half lead of 1-0. 

Both teams worked 
hard and the football in 
the second half was a joy 
to watch. 

Llantwit Major were 
the stronger team and 
eventually pressure told 
on Newquay, who con¬ 
ceded an own goal. 

Both teams continued 
to fight to the finish. Just 
before the final whistle, 
Newquay scored a con¬ 
solation goal to finish the 
game 2-1 in Llantwit’s 
favour. 

Congratulations to the 
Llantwit Major JFC 
squad and to coaches 
Phil Clay and Russell, 
who now await the semi¬ 
final draw. 

MIKE HALL 


2012 

RECENTLY, three 
clubs battled it out 
in the 2012 Welsh 
Club 
Championship, 
hosted at the 
Monkstone 
Petanque Club. 

The three clubs were 
Penarth Petanque Club, 
Wenvoe Petanque Club 
and The Wheatsheaf 
Boule Club. 

After a series of triples 
and doubles matches 
against each other, the 
final standing was: First, 
The Wheatsheaf Boule 
Club; second, Wenvoe 
Petanque Club; third, 
Penarth Petanque Club. 

The Wheatsheaf Boule 
Club will now be formal¬ 
ly invited to enter the 
2012 EuroCup. 

JS 


THE Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do travelled 
to Cheltenham 
where more than 
300 competitors 
from all over the 
UK converged to 
take place in the 
Global Tae Kwon 
Do International 
English champi¬ 
onships. 

The championship 
started with the pattern 
section with Thomas 
Haysham taking first 
place and Matthew 
Bennett taking third in 
their categories. 

Once the pattern sec¬ 
tions were completed, 
the point stop and con¬ 


tinuous sparring cate¬ 
gories started. 

Ollie Tipples had 
some bad luck, just 
missing out by one point 
to take second in the 
point sparring. 

He was then unfortu¬ 
nate to have some dubi¬ 
ous judging in the con¬ 
tinuous sparring, eventu¬ 
ally taking third place. 

Shannon Haysham 
did exceptionally well to 
take second place in 
both the girls light¬ 
weight point and contin¬ 
uous sparring. 

Dominating his cate¬ 
gory, young Cameron 
Williams took first place 
in the point sparring. 

Unlucky to be in the 
same point sparring cat¬ 
egory, Cian Allen and 
Evan Baron both fought 


their way through to take 
second and third places 
respectively. 

Having to compete 
against taller competi¬ 
tors, Thomas Haysham 
did extremely well to 
take second places in 
both boys point and con¬ 
tinuous sparring. 

Not to disappoint, 
Morganne Gomez Jones 
took second place in 
point and first in the 
continuous sparring, 
while Dominic Todd 
took first in his point and 
second in continuous 
sparring. 

Competing in the 
men’s heavyweight 
point sparring category, 
Jamie Halford came 
away with third place. 

Bradley Halford took 
first place in his continu¬ 


Seaview 

lads 

results 


Barrivale 
Bridge Club 


FISHING has been 
quiet recently, with 
a few codling 
appearing to a 
lucky handful of 
anglers while rock- 
ling have made up 
the bags. 

Evening match 
attendances are down 
on last year reflecting 
this. On top of this 
doom and gloom, a 
trawler was sailing the 
shoreline close in at 
Sully Bay, cleaning out 
what little fish are 
remaining. 

On February 26, 15 
fished but only four 
weighed in, while the 
previous Friday 
evening, the match was 
won by Paul Coles with 
a solitary dogfish. 
Sunday’s honours went 
to Aida Harris with a 
mixed bag, Paul 
Crooke was in second, 
with Steve Doble and 
Roger Green on their 
tails. 



Pictured are the club mixed pairs winners, 
Mike Close and Carol James. 


RESULTS from Barrivale: February 28: 
First, Mick Green and Denis Mottram, 
59.52 per cent; second, Jane Brook and 
Judith Owen, 57.81 per cent; third, 
Graham Jones and Irene Thomas, 55.73 
per cent. Jane and Judith won on handi¬ 
cap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale; 
telephone 01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, 
Beryl Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 


ous and first in his point 
sparring categories. 

Not to be left out, 
Lucy Newman and 
Keita Enfield also took 
first place in continous 
and first place in their 
point sparring cate¬ 
gories, making all three 
double GTI English 
champions. 

Just missing out on a 
podium place this time 


were Morgan Harrhy 
and young Cody 
Jacobsen. 

Instructor and coach 
Ron Thomas would like 
to thank the parents for 
their support and use of 
their cars on the day as 
we nearly missed out 
due to the coach not 
turning up as planned. 

RON THOMAS 


The Huskies 
notch up two 
revenge wins 


AFTER a success¬ 
ful January, the 
Barry Huskies con¬ 
tinued their 

improved form in 
February with the 
first team picking 
up two more victo¬ 
ries. 

The Huskies’ first win 
was against Swansea 
University 65-55, aveng¬ 
ing an agonising loss 
earlier in the season. 

This was a low scor¬ 
ing, defensive game 
from both sides, but with 
six Huskies players scor¬ 
ing in double figures, the 
students could not com¬ 
pletely contain the home 
side. Twenty-year-old 
James Williams top 
scored with 16 points. 

This victory was 
quickly followed up with 
an 86-66 win away at 
Cardiff Capitals, again 
avenging an early season 
defeat. This victory was 
described by coach Trigg 
as being “the best team 
performance of the sea¬ 
son”. 

Balanced scoring saw 
the Huskies outscore the 
Capitals in every quarter 
and, despite being a 
much smaller team, the 
Huskies team play com¬ 
pletely dominated the 
game. Lloyd Roberts top 
scored for the Huskies 
with 25 points. 

The good form was 
quickly cut short when a 
young and very talented 


Kenfig Cougars side 
came to Barry and won 
77-50. Without leading 
scorer Lloyd Roberts, 
the Huskies’ older squad 
didn’t have the legs to 
keep up with the young 
visitors, who dominated 
throughout. 

Only veteran players 
Ian Gibbons (13 points) 
and Elliott Thomas (11) 
scored in double figures. 
Following this run of 
results, coach Trigg said: 
“We’ve picked up some 
good wins and started to 
click as a team the past 
few weeks. I’m particu¬ 
larly pleased to see our 
younger players step up 
and play some consistent 
basketball.” 

The Huskies second 
team only played one 
game, suffering a narrow 
72-67 loss away at the 
Cardiff Capitals. This 
was a tough loss as the 
young side almost won 
despite playing without 
leading scorer Jack 
Dyer, but a lack of con¬ 
sistent scoring from the 
Huskies proved to be 
their undoing. Dave 
Pitman top scored with 
27 points. 

The Huskies are still 
recruiting from all age 
groups from under-12 to 
senior. For more details 
contact Alun Rees on 
029 20531531, visit 

www.barryhuskies.net or 
see our Facebook page, 
Barry Huskies 

Basketball Club. 
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TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


Tondu Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858334 

www.toyotaworldbridgend.toyota.co.uk 
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AutoPro 

CAR SALES 



04 VAUXHALL Corsa 3-Dr. Black, 
46,000 miles, FSH, E/W, C/L, air con, 
MOT March 2013.£2,995 


01446 700066 

Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm ■ 07919 076589 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

04 VAUXHALL Corsa 3Dr. Black, 46,000 miles, FSH, 
E/W, C/L, Air con, MOT March 2013. 

F VOLKSWAGEN T25 Crewcab 1.9 Tubo diesel. 
5 speed, tax Aug 12’, MoT Sept 12’, Tel for more 

details.£6,495 

06 VAUXHALL Vivaro 1.9CDTi 6-Seater 100SWB 

Crew Cab.£3,995 

07 FORD Fiesta Style, Met orange, 3-dr, e/w, c/I, blue¬ 
tooth . £3,495 

57 07 F0RDKA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In 
black, 2 keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, 

FSH, low miles 30k.£3,495 

Y 01 TOYOTA RAV4. MOT Jan 2013, E/W, PAS, C/L, 

met. silver, 3-Dr.£2,495 

52 ALFA ROMEO 1471.6 T Spark 3-dr. Silver, FSH, tax 

April 2012, MoT Feb 2013 . £1,995 

03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, c/s, p/w, a/c, service 
history, MoT Oct 12, tax April 12, mileage 69k £1,895 
00 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7 seater. 1 owner, air con, sun 
roof, alloys, full Vauxhall service history, taxed to 04/12 
£1,795 

00 CITROEN Saxo West Coast 1.4. Just serviced, MoT 

March 13’, tax May 12, 88k miles.£1,495 

00 VAUXHALL Vectra SRi 120 1.8CC. New MOT, met. 
silver, excellent condition . £1,295 



2003 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 

Silver, fsh, e/w, c/I, s/r.£2,395 



F VOLKSWAGEN T25 Crewcab 1.9 
turbo diesel. 5 speed, tax Aug 12’, 
MoT Sept 12’. £6,495 



TIM SAUNDERS TEST-DRIVES HONDA JAZZ 


Versatile and family-friendly... 

so long as you’re not in a hurry! 


00 VAUXHALL Vectra SRi 120 
1.8CC New MOT, met. silver, excel¬ 
lent condition . £1,295 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


T HINK of jazz and 
the famous musi¬ 
cians Louis 
Armstrong, Billie 
Holliday, Count Basie, 
Miles Davis and Duke 
Ellington spring to mind. 

My parents are fans and so 
were my grandparents, and per¬ 
haps this is why Honda chose the 
name for its popular hatchback, 
which has been around for the 
past 11 years. 

Each one that I see on the 
roads seems to be driven by a 
more mature motorist. And so it 
was with some fear of prema¬ 
turely ageing that I stepped 
inside the latest 1.2 litre Jazz, 
complete with facelift, for 2012. 

Would it make me feel like I 
needed my own facelift by the 
end of our relationship? 

Its strengths are immediately 
obvious - the interior, with large 
dials and switches are user- 
friendly, especially for the elder¬ 
ly. The compact size makes it a 
good city car. 

Its rear seats easily fold flat 
while the front ones can fully 
recline, giving a massive total 
length of 2,400mm inside the car. 

The 399-litre boot beats all its 
rivals hands down, including the 
Ford Focus. The Jazz’s double 
boot with under-floor storage 
combines with the regular boot 
space to accommodate more 
awkward items. 

However, the Jazz’s perform¬ 
ance is sloth-like. Although the 
five-speed manual box is deci¬ 
sive, progress through the gears 
is pretty painful, particularly if 
you’re trying to conserve fuel. 



A better option is the punchier 
1.4-litre variant. 

Passengers who like their 
drinks will be pleased to see an 
array of cup holders and there’s 
plenty of storage space too, 
thanks to door pockets and a 
double glove box. Rear passen¬ 
gers get privacy glass as well. 

The fuel gauge drops too 
quickly for my liking but this 
isn’t surprising when you learn 
there’s only a 42-litre tank, com¬ 
pared to the standard 60 or so. 

However, carrying less petrol 
means reduced weight and, 
therefore, greater efficiency. 

That fuel gauge could be more 
helpful though, because when the 
refuel light comes on at 33 miles 
range exactly and the driver then 
refills with say, six-and-a-half 
litres (well over one gallon), it 
refuses to rise back up. 

To make matters even worse, 
the digital reading also insists 
that it needs more fuel, which is 
not true and very unnerving. 

Logic suggests that it should 
easily travel 50 miles, as that is 
what it averages per gallon and 
my test proves that it does. 

Refilling with at least eight 
litres results in the gauge mov¬ 
ing, I am advised. 


A light shell and aerodynamic 
design sees the Jazz cut through 
wind with minimum resistance. 

It reminds me of the times I’ve 
taken the controls of a light air¬ 
craft and the subsequent buffet¬ 
ing that ensues when the wind 
strikes. 

Parkers, the car experts, write: 
“The Jazz offers versatility, space 
and equipment. It is also more 
economical, comfortable and 
quicker than before, but is just as 
easy to drive in town, with a 
tight turning circle and great all¬ 
round visibility.” 

It adds that the Honda is “one 
of the most family-friendly small 
cars around”. 

Few complaints will be found 
by those who stick to urban driv¬ 
ing, keeping it regularly topped 
up. After all, Honda has sold 
more than 3.5 million of them. 
New price range: £11,295 - 
£19,305. 

Honda Jazz 1.2i VTEC S (AC) 
5-door. 

0-60mph: 12.1 secs. 

Top speed: llOmph. 

Power: 88bhp. 

Economy: 53 mpg. 

Watch the video at: www.test- 
drives.biz. 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES - BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES * SHOCKS • BRAKES - MOT'S • DISCS ♦ SERVICING 


SPRING IN TO YOUR CAR! 


DY FOR THOSE 
E FAMILY? 



EXHAUSTS 

YililFcHKi 13 (QZ-W) 

154 123 Otar 

BATTERIES 

Will 4 YUJt WAHUWTf 
UKJMf OMtf 



FREE SPRING TYRE SAFETY CHECK 

PREMIUM BRIDGESTONE SPECIALS 

WMa **1 Sif I 

*>how (71jOO (139 
J4VHVKI* 4r^«*»H9M (73 *5 (14S 
jjwrci; (107.95 (210 

22V4I It IB ItifiUk KBIO. (131.00 (255 



GOODYEAR SPECIALS 

RunOnFlat TyTes r 

BBHM1I 'ma ^ 

Lnsltnct £113.95 

245,40 Yna y 

HCT5 £224.95 *1 


SPECIAL OFFER 
MOT/SERVICE 

mnBiMsewai 

nom otar £t T.00 


£ 31.00 

I65/70TR13 .. FROM ONLY £ 31.09 

175/70TR14 FROM ONLY £ 38.95 

175/65TR14. FROM ONLY £ 34.95 

£ 39.50 

185/60HR14_ FROM ONLY £ 39.50 

I85/65HR15_ FROM ONLY £ 39.05 

I95/65HR15_ FROM ONLY £ 39.05 

■iuiu .so 

I85/55VR15_ FROM ONLY £ 41.50 

I95/65VR15_ FROM ONLY £ 43.95 

205/55VR16. FROM ONLY £ 49.95 

£ 49.95 

205/55 WR16_ FROM ONLY £ 49.95 

225/45WR17 FROM ONLY £ 54.95 

225/40WRI8 FROM ONLY £ 56.95 

if tow irti tin it moi (mow* riam uawt t qooiamm 

All HKUBIVI S9KIS WTTO M NlMCN ICTUS! 


STANDARD TYRES Iron. 


PERFORMANCE TYRES fr«n 



ChmSP Rood, C*ck>*k>ft 

Bony aa 

CF63 20W A 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

271 Ptnarlh Road ^H 
C^rcStt AA Hm-jT 

CF11 8TT A \ *L 

382644^^ 


A £*u**Lj j 


yV> /m 5 7 St+u 



WE ARE OF*EN: MONDAY FRIDAY 8.00am • 5.30pm. SATURDAYS 8.00am • 4.O0pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major credit cards accepted 
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SERMI - = 


Mot’s 


V 




m 


£20 


A Better service at a Better price > 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


Servicing from.£69.00 

Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Service Valets frm.£20.00 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brkes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 


CAR 

REMAPPING 

£ 149.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Follow 
us on 


facebook 


for 

Special 

Offers 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 
www.abcservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


w 


B5IJ 


f Unites Ar$ ui 
j Unites Nup 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 


■ifl 


SL.%4. . 




55 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 
TD4 HSE (Diesel) full leather 49k 


£8990 


08 VW Transporter T30 LWB 2.5 
TDi (diesel), blue, fully carpeted 


£8490 


07 MINI COOPER 1.6 Auto 
in white. 33k 


£7790 


55 NISSAN Navara 2.5 TDi 
in silver with snug box 


£6190 


07 VAUXHALL Astra Twin Top 1.6 
in silver. 36k 


£5690 


L, It 








56 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 
in orange. 51k 


08 PEUGEOT 107 Urban 
in black, 44k 


06 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 
in blue. 52k 


51 MINI COOPER in silver with 
full black leather 


£4990 


£3390 


04 MITSUBISHI 1200 Animal 2.5 
TDi (diesel) full leather 


£5490 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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‘Tfcce freofide to- do- (btoi*teoo wit6- ” 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY 7 

BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 - f 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER” 

www.howemotors.oo.uk 



£14,995 


FORD C-Max 1.6 Style 5-dr 



£5,495 


Mercedes CLK 240 Avantgarde 



£6,995 



Renault Megane 1.6 VVT 



£3,995 


TOYOTA Auris 2.2 D-4D SRI 80 



£7,995 


Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi 



£7,495 


BMW 1 Series 120D M Sport 



£19,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 



£3,495 


SAAB 9-3 1.8T Vector Sport 



£4,495 


Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-i Blue 



£4,995 


Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi 



£6,995 


BMW 1 Series 120D M Sport 



£9,995 


HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-CTDI ES 



£13,995 


NISSAN Note 1.4 Acentar R 



£4,995 



£5,995 


TOYOTA Rav 4 2.2 D-4D 



£12,995 


VW G olf 1-4S 3-dr (new shape) 



£8,995 


BMW 5 Series 520D M Sport 



£16,995 


LAND RPVER Defender XS 



£25,995 


Peugeot 206 1.6 Quicksilver 



£3,495 


SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 



£3,995 


TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 D-4D T3 



£6,495 


VW Golf 2.0 GT Sport TDi 



£9,995 


BMW X5 3.0 SD SE twin turbo 



£27,995 


MERCEDES C Class C200K SE 



£5,495 


RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 



£2,995 


SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 3-dr 

. '«• 



£4,995 


VAUXHALL VX220 2.0 Tlirbo 



£10,995 


VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr 



£3,495 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


^ blackhorse 


CtOM Mar f r.*r> J 
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RBC 


Probably The 
Lowest Priced 


Hire rMm 
Zrnbkuom 


SAT NAV USERS 


CF641JG 


The Penarth Motor Company In The vale 

All Cars Reduced! New MoT with Every Car! 6 Month Warranty 
with Every Car! Oil and Filter Service with Every Car! 






■4* 


SL 


i :c;m 


04 54 Audi A3 1.6 Special 
Edition 3dr 

93k. 1 owner. FSH 


04 54 Citroen C2 1.4 HDi LX 

79k. FSH 


02 02 Vauxhall Corsa ■ 06 06 Fiat Grande Punto 1.2 
1.2 SXi 5-dr I Active 3-dr 

Silver. 78k. I 29k 


03 03 Volkswagen Beetle 
2.0 Auto. Full leather, air con 
alloys, spoiler 








01 Y Audi A6 2.5 TDi 155 SE 

Cambelt changed. 
Fantastic value 


2004 04 Honda Civic 
1.6 Executive. Full leather 
alloys, FSH. 


08 08 Citroen Xsara Picasso 
1.6 HDi Desire Diesel 

Aircon. 


1997 P Mercedes Benz 
SLK Auto 230K 

Only 73k, immaculate 


05 55 Renault Clio 5-dr 1.2 
Dynamique 

Air con, alloys, 40k 


Mi 




I 




07 07 Honda Civic 2.2 
CDTi EX 5-dr 

56k, FSH, sat nav 


07 57 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 Life 3-door 

Air con 


2007 07 Renault Megane 

1.6 Alloys, air con. 


08 08 Fiat Punto 1.4 
Active Sport 

3-door 


2006 06 Citroen C2 VTS 

1.6. Alloys, air con. 




06 56 Ford Fiesta TDCi 
Zetec 5-dr 

Air con, alloys, 63k 


05 05 Landrover Freelander 
1.8 XEi Softback, 

79k, FSH 


Land Rover Freelander 

TD4 GS. Alloys, air con, 
diesel. 


07 Renault Modus 1.4 
Dynamique 5-dr 

59k FSH, 1 owner 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 






07 57 Mercedes Benz C220 I 2006 55 Seat Altea 1.9 TDi 
Sport Coupe Auto Diesel I Diesel Reference Sport 5-Dr 

FSH I Alloys, air con. 


04 53 Vauxhall Zafira 
2.0 DTi Diesel 

Seven seats 


05 05 Jaguar X-Type 2.0 
Classic Diesel 


04 04 Vauxhall Astra 
1.6 Club 5-dr 

103k, 1 owner, FSH 


For 

WWW 

full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

r. thepenarthmotorco.co.il 

ik 

WE CAN SOURCE ANY 
CAR. ANY AGE. ANY 

1 COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 
Just Give lls A Call 

02920 707090 

Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 

ALL CARS 

hpi 

CHECKED 
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Approved code 


Mobil E 

I MCJTGR IsOUSTHY I 
(ZXX Of PRACTICE 


:vF 3 ! 


a* 


eibetter,*than; ^ 

V ^andi 

htur 


— P +“ • 


tm i+ 1 


Whether you need general servicing, advanced 
diagnostics, fuel infection or automatic trans mission « 
experts, look no further.JOur A abilrt»esinadvancedJ 
■automotive services are unparalleled in tbe'localarea. 
■a simplejyre change to an ECU repair,ou?trained 
J0 experienced staflcarf Help. 

Our customers include local and national main dealers 
including Ferrari,,Ford t ,CjiroeiyMerte desand^S outh 
Wales largest Used Car Supermarkets!They comejcuis 
because we really are South Wales leading Diagnostic 


Get Performance & Economy with our In House Injector Servicing & Remapping Experts 


PERMOVEO 

EURO SPECIALISTS 


5Woodliani Road 
Barry Docks CF63 4JE 

08000337807 

www.permoveo.ltd.uk 
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03 FORD Fusion 
1.6 

Manual, red, 53,935 miles 

£3,295 


04 MERCEDES C200 
Avantgarde Auto 

in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


52 JEEP Cherokee 
3.7 LTD Auto 

in bronze with black leather, go anywhere at 

£3,995 


56 MINI Cooper 'S' 
Checkmate 

Metallic Blue, 50,000 miles, A/C, leather 

£7,495 



07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.9 CDTi 120 Club 

In Black, 92,000 miles, diesel, 7 seater 

£5,495 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 42,000 Miles 

£14,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model) in black with cream 

leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports coupe £19,995 
08 HONDA S2000 In met. grey with black leather with 

red stitching, 6,000 miles, only .£14,995 

06 VOLVO C70 2.5SE Auto (new shape) Convertible. 
In ice blue, 79,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,995 

56 MINI Cooper ‘S’ Checkmate. Met blue, 50,000 

miles, a/c, leather.£7,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDI TT (180) in red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,995 

04 TOYOTA Rav 4 XT4 5-dr in met blue with leather, 
sat-nav, 94,000 miles, 4x4 at .£5,495 

53 MINI Cooper ‘S’ In met. grey, with chilli pack, 

and host of extras, 78,000 miles.£5,495 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. 

In met bright blue, 66,000 miles .£4,795 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-Dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at.£4,695 

05 PEUGEOT 206CC 1.6 Allure in black with cream 
leather, 43,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe.£3,995 

03 BMW 318 ES. Met. grey, 85,000 miles, alloys, air 
con, FSH .£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

02 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto. In champagne with 

cream leather, 72,000 miles .£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc.£2,995 

03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 
miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

53 MGZT 2.5 Auto. In Bright met. blue with two-tone 
half leather trim, 82,000 miles, sports saloon £2,495 

01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 7-Seater. In light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


59 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ESi CTDi in silver, 40,000 

miles, 1 owner with pan-roof.£10,895 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

48,000 miles, ideal family carat.£5,995 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 3-Dr. In Tonic silver, 

47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,495 

06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-Dr. In bright met blue, 

54,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR Coupe. In light met 

blue, 55,000 miles, diesel at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 80,000 

miles, full body kit, superb at.£4,995 

06 SKODA Fabia 1.4 Elegance 5-Dr. In tonic grey, 

33,000 milse, 1 owner.£4,795 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr 

in black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-Dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification .£4,495 

07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-Dr. In red, £20 road tax 

and low insurance.£4,295 

08 SKODA Octavia 1.9TDi 5-Dr Auto. In tonic silver, 

73,000 miles, diesel economy at .£3,995 

07 FORD Ka Zetec Climate in met grey, 31,000 miles 

local car at .£3,995 

05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr in silver, 60,000 miles £3,495 
04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Finesse 5-Dr Auto. In silver 

birch, 15,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH .£3,495 

53 FORD Fusion 3 In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

56 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.4SE 5-dr in black, 32,000 

miles. Fantastic value.£2,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.4S/SW. In met red, 58,899 miles, 

privacy glass, economical car.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr Auto. In 

met red, 57,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch .£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto in black, low running 

costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. Met. Grey/black, 35,000 

miles, with A/C .£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles.£2,495 



04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Expression 

In Met. Grey, 63,000 miles, family hatch. 

£2,995 



57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 
Sport Convertible 

In Met Turquoise, 36,000 Miles. 

£6,995 



05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Miles, Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 



06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 


5-dr, in bright met blue, 54,000 miles, 
2 owners 


£4,995 


R BC 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

Lection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

R BC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Next Le Crunch - and Wales 
must seize their big moment! 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


“We must stay focused...Italy will be hoping to 
find us complacent and with one eye on the 
French game, but nothing less than victory on 
Saturday will be accepted by this Wales team, 
or satisfy the nation behind us - and all of that 
leaves the players themselves brimming with 
ruthless intent... ” 

H EAD COACH Warren Gatland’s 
carefully-weighted words to his 
young troops on the eve of Wales’ 
penultimate Six Nations test last week¬ 
end, were designed to warn against 
being carried away on the torrent of 
hype being whipped up in the media, 
while calling on their new-found steely 
resolve to handle the mounting pressure 
of expectation, as they close in on a third 
Grand Slam in eight campaigns. 

He was right, of course, to spell out that vic¬ 
tory over the wooden spoon contenders at the 
Millennium Stadium was seen as a mere for¬ 
mality by buoyant Welsh fans, with many 
pundits predicting the hapless Azzurri would 
be put to the sword in a hopelessly one-sided 
mismatch with the Six Nations table-toppers. 

Italy’s world class No 8, Sergio Parisse, also 
added to this pre-match mood by gloomily 
conceding that his team stood little or no 
chance against “the best team in the champi¬ 
onship,” who had already disposed of Ireland, 
England and Scotland. 

Whether or not the Italian captain was 
offering a refreshingly candid assessment, or 
hoping to give his team a small psychological 


edge by tapping into fears of Welsh compla¬ 
cency, the stage was set for the mother of all 
rugby upsets by written-off underdogs who 
knew they really had nothing to lose. 

In fact, from the kick-off, the Italian 
defence immediately came under intense pres¬ 
sure, as powerful Welsh thrusts threatened to 
overwhelm their lines, and when Leigh 
Halfpenny lofted over a resulting penalty kick 
in the eighth minute, to the massed ranks of 
the faithful it seemed an early sign of things 
to come. 

Not so, for the visitors struck back barely 
two minutes later with a penalty kick of their 
own and then continued to thwart their 
vaunted opponents, limiting them to just two 
more Halfpenny penalties in a very scrappy 
first half, not helped by a pedantic referee’s 
constant whistle-blowing. 

For the stubborn Italians it ended with a 
highly respectable 9-3 scoreline - with little 
sign at this stage, of them being buried under 
the predicted avalanche of Welsh points. 

Things began to change 10 minutes after the 
change-over, when Jamie Roberts set out to 
show the hero of Twickenham - and his cen¬ 
tre rival, Scott Williams - that “ anything you 
can do, I can do better !” - with a 50-yard solo 
try, converted by Halfpenny, whose contro¬ 
versial yellow card was to reduce Wales to 14 
men for 10 minutes (a fairly commonplace sit¬ 
uation for Wales these days!) 

No matter, for outside half Rhys Priestland, 
who looked slightly more comfortable than 


was the case at Twickenham, was on hand to 
increase the margin to 19-3 with a fourth 
penalty. 

With five minutes to go to the final whistle, 
replacement Ryan Jones plunged over near 
the posts, but to his obvious chagrin, the try 
was disallowed. 

However, Wales finally stretched the margin 
of victory to 24-3 with a barn-storming try by 
man-of-the-match, right wing Alex Cuthbert, 
which Priestland failed to convert, and the 
referee signalled the end of a stop-start match 
that lacked the spark to set the expectant sta¬ 
dium alight. 

It was, nevertheless, a job well done against 
game but out-gunned opponents who kept 
battling to the last, without ever really threat¬ 
ening the dream of a third Welsh Grand Slam 
party. 

This will now climax on Saturday with a 
vengeance (in more ways than one!) when the 
French arrive in town, still reeling from their 
shock 24-22 defeat by a rejuvenated England 
side who had run in three tries in Paris. 

Nevertheless, as every rugby follower knows 
full well, when it comes to Les Bleus, there is 
no guarantee that the mediocre team which 
performed in such an untypical French way 
against the English will be the same one that 
turns up against Wales - as the latter seek, 
not only to nail the Grand Slam, but erase the 
memory of that semi-final defeat in last 
year’s Rugby World Cup in New Zealand. 

The Welsh camp also know that despite 



Alex Cuthbert’s power takes him over the line. 

their four-match winning run, they are still 
not quite the finished article. 

They have not so far managed to hit top 
gear in this Six Nations and there are still 
some frustrating blemishes to be ironed out - 
before any talk of victory over the notoriously 
unpredictable French - never mind another 
Grand Slam. 

That said, this fast-developing young Welsh 
side have already shown a maturity way 
beyond their years and are fully capable of 
rising to the occasion, whichever starting line¬ 
up is named today. 

First, though, they must take the next step 
up and heed former All Black Gatland’s call 
for the “ruthless intent” that is part and par¬ 
cel of the rugby mindset in his homeland. 

Then the Grand Slam celebrations can truly 
begin in earnest, and who knows what that 
could herald for Welsh rugby in the future? y 


Red card proves no problem for 
Kenfig Hill as they earn victory 


THIS Friday night 
game between 
Kenfig Hill and 
Lougher was 
rearranged after 
the original fixture 
was cancelled due 
to Lougher’s Cup 


commitments. 

There was concern as 
to whether the game 
would be completed due 
to the foggy weather 
conditions, but thanks to 
the efforts of our resi¬ 
dent lighting expert the 
Mules’ floodlights were 


up to the job the game 
ran to full time. 

Kenfig Hill were 
handicapped within min¬ 
utes of the start when 
hooker Daryl Harvey 
was red carded. 

The remaining 14 
players were simply 
magnificent for the 
Mules, completely out¬ 
playing the visitors in 
every aspect of the 
game. Captain and tight 
head prop Gareth 
Edwards demonstrated 


his leadership skills and 
playing ability to the full 
with the seven man 
Kenfig Hill pack domi¬ 
nating the scrums as 
well as the rucks and 
mauls. 

Lougher opened the 
scoring with a penalty 
by outside half Andrew 
Williams following the 
Harvey incident. The 
Mules then carried out a 
series of attacks which 
ended in centre Nicky 
Morgan sprinting 


through the opposition 
defence to score under 
the posts, outside half 
Nicky Giles converting. 

Williams then added 
another penalty for 
Lougher but Giles 
replied with two penal¬ 
ties for Kenfig Hill 
before Nicky Morgan 
scored his second try of 
the night with another 
dazzling turn of speed. 

This gave a half time 
score of Kenfig Hill 18 
Lougher 6 . 


Lougher opened the 
scoring in the second 
half against the run of 
play when left winger 
Simon Stonham crossed 
the line. This caused the 
Mules to go up a gear 
and only desperate 
defensive work by the 
visitors kept them out 
and when they eventual¬ 
ly conceded a penalty, 
Giles was on hand to put 
it over. 

Second row Ben 
Jones then powered over 
for the third Kenfig Hill 
try which Giles convert¬ 
ed. 

Kenfig Hill sat back 
and Lougher took 
advantage with a try by 
Sam George. 

The Mules then went 
all out for a bonus point 
and were close to the 
line on several occasions 
before the final whistle. 

Linal score: Kenfig 
Hill 28, Lougher 16. 

This was a tremen¬ 
dous team performance 
by Kenfig Hill with 
every player putting in a 
supreme effort after 
being forced to play 
with fourteen men for 
most of the game. 

The referee singled 
out captain Gareth 
Edwards as the man of 
the match. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bippent 
TranHa 

VW Transporter* 
Sprinters 
Jumbo Vans 
Luton Removal 
Vans 

Tapper trucks 
Crew cab dtopaidee 



yyicK< 01656 > 


660160 


Full details available on our weterte 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 



NEW SEASON 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP 



Full Member 1st Year - only £450.00 
22-30 years old - only £300 
18-21 years old - only £150 

Under 12 - only £50 12-17 years old - only £70 
Superb Society Packages from £18 

Clubhouse and Catering available for ALL occasions 

Great opportunity to take up golf or to join a new club and experience a family 
friendly golf club with a great welcome and fantastic social atmosphere. 

Join Today - Play Today! 

ST ANDREWS MAJOR GOLF CLUB 

Coldbrook Road East, Nr Cadoxton, Barry 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 1BL 
Tel: 01446 722227 Fax: 01446 748953 

www.standrewsmajorgolfclub.com 
info@standrewsmajorgolfclub.com 



LOCAL CLUBS 

IN ACTION 

It was a busy sporting 
weekend across the county 
borough and beyond - 
catch up on all the local 
sport on page 25 of this 
week’s GEM. 


JOHN HASTINGS 

‘Natural Golf Academy’ 
at St Andrews Major Golf Club 
GOLF LESSONS 

1x30 mins £19 1x40 mins £25 1x60 mins £35 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

3x30 mins £45 3x40 mins £60 6x30 mins £85 


JUNIOR GOLF LESSONS 

5-13 years 14-18 years 

1x30 minutes £15 1x30 minutes £17 

3x30 minutes £40 3x30 minutes £45 

6x30 minutes £75 6x30 minutes £80 


YOUNG MASTERS ACADEMY 

7 Week Programme - £75 

GROUP LESSONS 

2 persons x 60minutes - £20 pp 

3 persons x 60minutes - £15 pp 

4 persons x 60minutes - £12 pp 

For more details call John on 

07761137265 

Email hastings328@internet.com 
Website natural-golf.co.uk 
An easier way to better golf 
at South Wales’ only 
Natural Golf Academy. 









































ILEEKES BATHROOMS | 


Calming waters 

Combining style and value in equal measure, Leekes' inspirational yet 
affordable bathroom designs will help create a place you'll long to relax in. 



BUY NOW PAY 2013 

PLUS up to 2 years Interest Free Credit' 


If you are UMfcing * sum* fro* wctuur* 
wftbin your homo, make your bathroom ar 
oasis of calm whore you can let the strains 
of the day It orally d^aln away 

Creotirig the period place to unwind is easy 
and atfevdabe w*h Leekes - simply order 
today and after deposit pay nothing until 
January 2013. Then, enjoy affordable and 
interest free* monthly repayments PLUS up 
to 20% off* finishing touches to complete 
your look. 

OCui ooc l OC00 00c l 

lBATHROOMS | fact flic] 

• Over 100 bathrooms and shower* on 
display 

• Design innovation from lauding 
manufacturers inoudng Jacuui, Kohler, 
Heritage. Roman and Daryl 

ft Stylsh storage and furniture solutions 
avaf able from Utopia and Casa 

ft Co ordlnailing towels, accessories and ties 
avaJdble n this season s latest colours 

• installation oy qualified and professional 
cr a ft amen if required 



I BATHROOM 

accessories! 




I LEEKES CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES & MIRANDAS] 



Your place in the sun 

This spring, reserve your own special place in the sun 
with a consentaiory, orangery or veranda from Leekes. 

With price* starting from a* little a* f9,99$ for the e*dutiv* Ota range plus 
20% off finishing touches for a limited time only, a Leekes conservatory could 
be yours uwth just a £100 depot* to pay today. 

Arrange your FREE design consultation vwth a Leekes consultant to find out 
more about the fantastic range of sites, styles, colours and fires he* available. 

0800 015 7749 leekesxo.uk/quote 


Ask about 
affordable 
finance from 

7 Q % 

/•Tapr 

REPRESENTATIVE 


locket Premier 

Finance Plan 

finm cm is vdbywcl 
to vutui mk ilvf 
tor ctotu* 


(TILES] 



(WAI.I.PAPF.RI 






























(LEEKES LOUNGE, DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE] 

Create a lifestyle, not just a room 

Discover a wide choice of designs for all living, dining and bedroom spaces that will balance the looks you 
lm>e with offers you're sure to adore , including free finance’ for a limited period only. 

ft 0 spring home makeover i* on the cords in 2012, leekes have just the right combination of offers to make yocr dreams a reality. Take your pick from the 
fantastic selection o4 sofas, dining sets and bedroom furniture and after deposit pay nothing until January 2013. Then let our interior design specialists 
help you to complete your look wlh up to 20% off' 'finishing touches* including paints, made to measure curtains, cushions, accessories and more. 
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Everything you need to know about Leekes 


■ UK's largest independent home 
department store 

■ Home to the best brands Including 
loading UK designers 

■ Family-owned business trading in retel 
since 1897 

■ Experienced and knowledgeable staff 


• Lowest prices guaranteed - supported by 
our money back promise 

» Interiors experts, feeling everything for 
the home under one roof 

• Complete design, planning, and 
instaiation service 

■ Flexible and affordable finance options 



j 


Your nearest Leekes store is at: 


Uantrisant* Cowt> ridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 

Telephone 0845 050 8240 I For details of all our offers visit leekes.co.uk 
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Leekes 

You're home 































